San Joseé State University
College of Social Sciences, Department of Environmental Studies
ENVS/PS 124, Introduction to Environmental Law, 02, Fall 2021

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Dr. Amanda Stasiewicz (she/her/hers)
Pronounced: Stas-uh-witz

Office Location: WSH 115B—meetings will often take place outside or via Zoom for Fall
2021.

Telephone: Email instructor to set up Zoom call (audio or video)

Email: amanda.stasiewicz@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: Mondays- virtual and by appointment only

10:00-10:30; 12-2pm; 3:30-4:00pm
*Qther dates, times and in-person meetings available by email request

Office Hours Zoom Link: here

Class Days/Time: M/W- 2:15PM-3:45PM

Classroom: Dudley Moorhead Hall (DMH) 359
Canvas: ENVS/PS 124-02
Zoom Link for guest lectures and virtual meetings

Prerequisites: ENVS 1 or instructor consent
Course Description

Development, interpretation, application and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and legal
policies by legislatures, courts, administrative agencies and citizens. Examination of air and water quality,
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mailto:amanda.stasiewicz@sjsu.edu
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/82823809797?pwd=TDlMb3ZnT2J1cUpDQ1NGT2Y5bnhYUT09
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1433976
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/85989166588?pwd=VWJHTlhBSHFOYkY5MUVCZlY5ZjFaUT09
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-Linux
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201179966-System-Requirements-for-iOS-and-Android
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201179966-System-Requirements-for-iOS-and-Android

 Adobe Acrobat DC: Adobe reader download link, Adobe Flash player download link, and Windows
Media player download link.
f Access to Canvas. Canvas Learning Management system is located at https://sjsu.instructure.com/
0 Basic computer specifications for Canvas: https://quides.instructure.com/m/4214/1/82542-what-
are-the-basic-computer-specifications-for-canvas

o0 Browsers supported by Canvas: https://guides.instructure.com/m/4214/1/41056-which-browsers-
does-canvas-support

Course Goals

This is a survey course that will give you a broad, practical understanding of important federal
environmental statues and case law. Environmental law (aka: environmental and natural resources law) covers
regulations; statues; local, national, and international legislation and treaties designed to protect the

environment and delineate the legal ramifications of damage towards different actors (e.g., governments, private
landowners, businesses).
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http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/windows-media-player
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becomes your “make-up” quiz. If you have an excused or instructor-approved absence for more than 2
quizzes, a make-up quiz will be made available at the end of the semester that may cover content from
the entire course.

(6) Take home final exam (~15
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f Plagiarism will not be tolerated—this includes quiz answers that copy directly from the PowerPoint and
not appropriately citing the work you are referencing to write an assignment. Your argument/writing
gets stronger with in-text citations, too. Please use them!

University Policies

There are several University Policies that will frame our work together. We will go over these policies
and our expectations of each other on the first day of class, and we will update the syllabus as needed with these
rules to guide our work together. The framework of policies that represent the backbone of our semester can be
found here: University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), and cover topics such as
student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of
class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other resources). In addition,
please always feel free to contact me if you cannot find a resource or information you are interested in, and |
will be happy to assist you. More information on portions of these resources that are particularly relevant can be
found in the following sections.

Use of Camera in Class
1 highly encourage you to use your camera in our Zoom-based classes, especially for break-out room
activities and discussions. However, there are a variety of reasons you may not want to appear on-
screen. | respect these circumstances and boundaries. Please be able to turn on your mic when instructed
S0 you can actively participate in activities and break-out rooms.
f If you cannot participate in a break-out room or discussion any given day, reach out and let me know so
| can accommodate you accordingly.

Recording of Zoom Classes

This course or portions of this course (i.e., lectures, discussions, student presentations) will be recorded
for instructional or educational purposes. The recordings will only be shared with students enrolled in the class
through Canvas. The recordings will be deleted at the end of the semester. If, however, you would prefer to
remain anonymous during these recordings, then please speak with the instructor about possible
accommodations (e.g., temporarily turning off identifying information from the Zoom session, including student
name and picture, prior to recording).

Students are not allowed to record without instructor permission

Students are prohibited from recording class activities (including class lectures, office hours, advising
sessions, etc.), distributing class recordings, or posting class recordings. Materials created by the instructor for
the course (syllabi, lectures and lecture notes, presentations, etc.) are copyrighted by the instructor. This
University policy (S12-7) is in place to protect the privacy of students in the course, as well as to maintain
academic integrity through reducing the instances of cheating. Students who record, distribute, or post these
materials will be referred to the Student Conduct and Ethical Development office. Unauthorized recording may
violate University and State law. It is the responsibility of students that require special accommodations or
assistive technology due to a disability to notify the instructor.

Zoom Classroom Etiquette
e Mute Your Microphone: To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your
microphone when you are not speaking.
e Be Mindful of Background Noise and Distractions: Find a quiet place to “attend” class, to the
greatest extent possible.
o Avoid video setups and learning spaces where people may be walking behind you, people
talking/ making noise, etc.
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/aec/docs/F06-2.pdf
http://sjsu.mywconline.com/
/writingcenter

ENVS/PS 124/ Intro to Environmental Law, Fall 2021, Course Schedule

*Qur schedule is subject to change. My goal is to allow us to explore new opportunities as they arise (e.g.,
current events, new laws, meetings
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bf3CwYCxXw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0gosGXSgsI



https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063727993
https://www.politico.com/agenda/story/2017/05/10/safe-drinking-water-perchlorate-000434/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ddt-barrels-toxic-waste-dump-pacific-ocean-california/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kjobz14i8kM
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/search-superfund-sites-where-you-live
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/search-superfund-sites-where-you-live
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGnPYBavNQM&t=2s
https://www.sciencefocus.com/space/space-mining-the-new-goldrush/
https://cdxnodengn.epa.gov/cdx-enepa-public/action/eis/search



https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1416404/files/62459780?wrap=1
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1416404/files/62459780/download?download_frd=1
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1416404/files/62459827?wrap=1
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1416404/files/62459827/download?download_frd=1
https://calmatters.org/economy/2019/05/weakling-or-bully-ceqa-environmental-law-california-development-battles/
https://calmatters.org/economy/2019/05/weakling-or-bully-ceqa-environmental-law-california-development-battles/
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/68/11/861/5078556
https://www.xerces.org/blog/court-decision-undermines-state-of-californias-ability-to-protect-insects-under-its-endangered#:~:text=The%20Superior%20Court%20of%20Sacramento,the%20California%20Endangered%20Species%20Act.
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1416404/files/62706441?wrap=1
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/CESA/FESA
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/conl.12595
https://www.outsideonline.com/2165406/five-lies-being-used-get-mountain-bikes-wilderness

(2) Peruzzi, M. (2017). An eminently reasonable take
on MTB v. Wilderness. Outside Magazine

Due!!! Case Law Comparison FINAL due!!! 10/25

Wednesday, 10/27

(In-person) W: Rangeland Policy- grazing, Watch: The Fight for America’s Public Lands (1 hour, 35
the Sagebrush Rebellion, and the  min video; see Canvas

impact of anti-public lands

movements
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https://www.outsideonline.com/2270291/mountain-bikes-wilderness
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGjnIG7puzY
https://www.opb.org/news/series/burns-oregon-standoff-bundy-militia-news-updates/federal-grazing-fees/
https://www.opb.org/news/series/burns-oregon-standoff-bundy-militia-news-updates/federal-grazing-fees/
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/tribe-hopes-hunt-whales-20-years-kill-67020050
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/tribe-hopes-hunt-whales-20-years-kill-67020050
https://www.marineinsight.com/author/soumyajit-dasgupta/
https://www.marineinsight.com/environment/how-shipping-has-become-a-great-threat-to-whales/
https://www.marineinsight.com/environment/how-shipping-has-become-a-great-threat-to-whales/
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http://openanwr.com/history/
https://www.theregreview.org/2021/04/14/pugh-what-comes-next-for-anwr/
https://www.theregreview.org/2021/04/14/pugh-what-comes-next-for-anwr/

