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San José State University 
College of Social Sciences, Department of Environmental Studies 

ENVS 198, Senior Seminar, Spring 2019 
 

Instructor Will Russell 

Office Location Washington Square Hall 115B 

E-mail will.russell@sjsu.edu  

Office Hours Monday 1:30-2:30 or by apt. 

Class Days and Time MW 12:00 - 1:15pm 

Classroom WSQ 113 

Prerequisite/s Filed for graduation, completion of Environmental Studies 
core, including EnvS 100W 

 

Course Description 

This course is the culminating experience in environmental studies, uniting our 
interdisciplinary curriculum through research, synthesis, and critical assessment. The goal is 
your transition from the undergraduate experience to full professionalism.  Prerequisites: Filed 
for graduation, completion of Environmental Studies core, including EnvS 100W. 
 

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives 

EnvS 198 is designed to allow you to probe more deeply into topics introduced in your 
undergraduate career.   The class affords you the opportunity to design a complete a practical 
project of your own, and to network with professionals and employers to expand your training 
to prepare you for work in environment fields. 

This course is run using a project-oriented approach. Each student will become an 
expert through literature research and fieldwork in the topic he or she selects for the course, 
and each student will teach the other students about this subject through a combination of 
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3) Content Environmental Literacy:  Students will develop proficiency in the interdisciplinary 
sustainability principles that are the foundation of environmental studies; they will know 
the key environmental challenges facing the planet, know relevant interdisciplinary 
information about these challenges, and be able to develop/identify feasible solutions 

4) Professional Skills:  4A) Students are able to productively conduct group/team work to 
deliver professional quality presentations and reports; 4B) Students demonstrate 
professional work skills. 

 

Required Texts and Materials 

�x There is no specific textbook for this class, but readings may be assigned throughout the 
semester on Canvas.   

�x Bring a dedicated flash drive to class every class period so that you can save your work 
from the computer lab 

 

Course Expectations 

Attendance and preparation: Each student will be expected to attend all class meetings and to 
complete all assignments and readings before the class period. 
 
Discussions: We will have regular discussions related to student research projects in class.  
Participation in discussions is part of your grade.  It is imperative that all students be respectful 
and considerate to each other.  All opinions are welcome and critical analysis is strongly 
encouraged. 
 
Citations and Referencing. We will be using the APA (American Psychological Association) style 
in this course.  The citation style and format must be precise and consistent throughout the 
document. All references should be peer-reviewed academic journal research papers or other 
primary sources in your field. Internet-only sources should be avoided unless absolutely 
necessary.   

Presentations.  As a presenter it is your job to make your subject informative and engaging.  
Please be professional and creative! 

Respect and decorum.  All class participants will behave in a manner that provides a positive 
and comfortable learning environment for everybody. 

 

Assignments - (See Canvas for more details on all assignments) 

Prospectus - First consider, what environmental problem will your project will be addressing 
(think big picture).  Next, consider what lens you will be looking at this problem through (social 
science, life science, physical science, etc.).   Finally, you will need to develop the broad logic 
leading to your specific choice of research questions (1-2 paragraphs).  Hint: contacting 
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professionals and/or faculty members in your field for ideas can be exceedingly helpful with 
this! 

Resume/Curriculum Vitae  - The Curriculum Vitae (CV) is a detailed academic resume.  Unlike a 
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preliminary descriptive data analysis included (this will differ depending on the type of data you 
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ENVS 198, Spring 2019  
Course Schedule - Subject to change  

 

Week Date Class Content Assignments Due 

1 1/28 
1/30 

Course introduction; Developing Research Projects 
Discussion:  Research Groups/Your environmental interests 

In class assignment 
groups/project Ideas 

2 2/4 
2/6 

Individual meetings with Dr. Russell. 
Discussion: Your project idea and why? 
Work on Resumes in computer lab. 

Prospectus 

3 2/11 
2/13 
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