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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
The main focus of this course is to help you develop and write the methods section of 
your proposal. You should have completed or be in the process of completing EnvS 297, 
Thesis Proposal Writing, in which you refine a thesis topic and produce the research 
questions or hypotheses that you will study. In this course, you will explore the literature 
in your field to determine the types of methods available for collecting and analyzing data 
to address your research objectives. Ultimately, with the help of your thesis committee, 
you will determine the specific methods you will use for your research.  

The methods that environmental scientists use to conduct their research are as varied as 
the questions themselves. Research topics among M.S. students in this department range 
from those in the social sciences to topics in natural science and engineering fields. Each 
discipline has typical research methods, but all fields are united by the following 
principles of good research design:  

• Data/information must be collected by methods that meet the standards of the 
field 

• Methods must be repeatable 
• Limitations of the methods must be clear 
• Confidence levels of the data/information must be clear 
• Data and analysis must withstand peer review. 

 
The research questions/hypothesis and the methods used to address them are the most 
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CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

Readings & assignments need to be completed D,/.3, class. This schedule may be 
amended
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II: Archival Research & Text 


