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San José State University 

Department of Environmental Studies 

ENVS 01, Introduction to Environmental Issues, Fall 2019 

Course and Contact Information          

Instructor:   Dr. Carolina Prado 

Office Location: Washington Square Hall (WSQ) 113A 

Telephone:  (510) 306-2068 

Email: 

mailto:Carolina.prado@sjsu.edu
https://carolinaprado.youcanbook.me/
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environments, 3) the research around these problems and relationships, and 4) ways in which 

individual and collective actions can help solve environmental problems and create more 

sustainable futures.  

 



https://www.amazon.com/Living-Environment-G-Tyler-Miller-ebook/dp/B00H7HTZ64/ref%3Dmt_kindle?_encoding=UTF8&amp;me
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf
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“perspectives” on a given environmental issue. Students will be required to write 3 short papers 

(2-3 pages double-spaced) based on questions associated with different topics. You will be 

provided with 10 possible topics, but you will write a paper on only 3 topics. A grading rubric 

will also be posted on Canvas. Each paper will: 

 use valid science and social science data in the analysis of the issues. 

 characterize the environmental issue and how it has occurred. 

 provide feasible and necessary solutions to move toward sustainability on this issue. 

Additional aspects that each paper will address are as follows: 

Paper 1:  How individual behavior interacts with the institutions that affect environmental 

protection 

Paper 2:  The role of relevant identities, be they ethnic, cultural, gender/sexual, age-based, class, 

regional, national, transnational, or global; include social and environmental justice aspects 

Paper 3: The interplay of resource use, economics and policy with social justice and 

environmental harms. 

4. Online Discussions (10 points total) 

Over the course of the semester, weekly writing assignments (~100 words each) will be 

submitted via Canvas and focus on topics for the week. Your post should demonstrate that you 

have done the readings, paid attention in lecture, and understand the material. Your post is due 

by Monday at 9am each week. You should respond to the ideas of ONE classmate in your 

Canvas Discussion Group by Wednesday at 9am each week. Participation in online discussions 

will be evaluated by these two categories, and the full rubric will be uploaded to Canvas. 

A. The original post will: 

o Address the discussion question(s), 

o Use at least one quote from the reading, 

o Be at least 100 words. 

B. The response posts will: 

o Respond thoughtfully and respectfully to the ideas presented by your peer, 

o Include a response that agrees, disagrees, or presents a new idea to that of the 

original post, 

o Be at least 50 words. 

Classroom as Community  

Participation in the classroom will be organized around the “Classroom as Community” 

guidelines, and the basic agreement that students will actively participate in the classroom 

through the class polls, group or pair activities, and any other discussion activities.  

 Throughout the semester we will address and discuss a variety of issues which may bring 

out strong and opposing views. As a community of learners and colleagues, it is critical that we 

respect one another’s thoughts and address the comments to the IDEAS and not the person. Our 

classroom is not a forum for demeaning or threatening language/comments.  

 Also, I respect and teach to different learning styles, which include the way students 

participate and interact with each other. I understand that some people are more extroverted and 

natural talkers, while others are very good at listening. Therefore, depending on which category 

you may fall into, please be aware of and respect your fellow students, including making an 

effort to either let others talk (if you notice your speaking more than others) or trying to speak up 
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in class (if you notice you have been listening but not speaking). Remember that all comments, 

and questions are valid.  

Harassment of any kind (sexual, racial, class, sexual preference, gender, etc)  between 

students or towards/from the instructor will not be tolerated. As a community member of this 

classroom, I expect everyone to act in a respectful and mature manner. Should any problems 

arise we as a class will promptly take action. While we will agree on community “ground rules” 

together on our first day of class, here are some basic expectations I have that will help us make 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf
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participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. 

Attendance per se shall not be used as a criterion for grading.” 

Tips for Success 

✓Read the syllabus

http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/aec
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8 

10/7 

and 

10/9 

Climate Change 

By 10/7 

o Chapter 19 

o Chapter 7 

o Section 7.3 only 

Online Discussion: 

Climate Change (Mon) 

9 

10/14
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University Policies 

General Expectations, Rights and Responsibilities of the Student 

As members of the academic community, students accept both the rights and responsibilities 

incumbent upon all members of the institution. Students are encouraged to familiarize 

themselves with SJSU’s policies and practices pertaining to the procedures to follow if and when 

questions or concerns about a class arises. See University Policy S90–5 at 

sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S90-5.pdf. More detailed information on a variety of related topics is 

available in the SJSU catalog, at http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/catalog/rec-

12234.12506.html. In general, it is recommended that students begin by seeking clarification or 

discussing 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S90-5.pdf
http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/catalog/rec-12234.12506.html
http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/


http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf
mailto:writingcenter@sjsu.edu
http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/
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projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless microphones, projection 

screens and monitors. 

 

Online Citation Resources 

 For this class, you will be able to use whichever citation style you prefer, as long as you 

are consistant throughout your papers. Here are some links to useful citation guides for three 

different citation styles.  

 

MLA: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/APA: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

Chicago: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/ 

 

 For more detailed information on academic integrity, the University of Indiana has very 

helpful writing hints for students, including some on how to cite sources. Please visit 

http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml for more information. 

 

University Health and Healing Resources 

 Being a full time student, working, participating in extracurricular activities, providing 

support to our loved ones, can all take a pricey toll on our mental and physical health. Please take 

advantage of the many health and healing resources available at San Jose State University to 

foster your wellness.  

o SJSU Student Health Center: (408) 924-6122 or online through the SHCPatient Portal at 

https://shcpatient.sjsu.edu/login_directory.aspx.  

 

o SJSU Counseling and Psychological Services: (408) 924-5910 or at 

counseling.services@sjsu.edu.  If you are experiencing a crisis, reach out to The County 

Suicide & Crisis Line at (855) 278-4204 or the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at (800) 

273-8255, both are available toll-free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/
http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml
https://shcpatient.sjsu.edu/login_directory.aspx
https://shcpatient.sjsu.edu/login_directory.aspx
mailto:counseling.services@sjsu.edu

