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Introduction

In the transformative age of artificial intelligence (AI), educators are grappling with a pivotal
question: How can AI-assisted technologies shape the development of student writers in a way
that promotes equity, creativity, and deeper learning? This was the focus of a recent webinar
hosted by the Center for Innovation in Applied Education Policy at San José State University.
Bringing together educators, researchers, and practitioners, the panel explored the intersection
of AI, writing instruction, and educational equity. The insights shared offer a roadmap for
leveraging AI to augment—not replace—the essential human dimensions of teaching and
learning.

The Promise of AI for Writing Instruction

AI tools, from ChatGPT to domain-specific applications like Khanmigo, hold significant promise
for transforming the teaching and learning of writing. Panelist Chris Mah highlighted three
compelling opportunities:

1. Expanding Feedback Access: Individual feedback is often cited as one of the most
effective ways to improve writing, but the logistical challenges of providing timely,
personalized feedback to hundreds of students remain a barrier. AI has the potential to
democratize access to feedback, offering students insights at every stage of the writing
process.

2. Promoting Divergent Thinking: AI can help students explore a range of perspectives
and ideas, prompting creativity and critical engagement with content. With guided
coaching, these tools can foster rich, varied responses to prompts, moving beyond
formulaic approaches.

3. Sparking Meaningful Conversations: The presence of AI in classrooms has spurred
discussions about the purpose of writing. Historically, writing has often been treated as a
vehicle for assessing knowledge rather than as a creative or critical skill in its own right.
AI’s ability to generate essays and analyses forces educators to rethink the “why” behind
writing instruction, potentially leading to richer, more diverse writing experiences for
students.
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Panelist Hilary Walker emphasized the value of these conversations as a means of challenging
traditional hierarchies between teachers






