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Instructor Course Description 
“Human Rights Begin Close to Home”   
 
JS 171 is designed to introduce students to human rights in law, politics, and action. The class will adopt an 
interdisciplinary approach to human rights in historic and contemporary contexts to evaluate the following:  

• What are the historical events and social movements that led to the development of human rights? 
• How are human rights defined through international law? 
• Who gets to decide what these rights are and how they are realized?   
• How has the concept of “human rights” evolved over time, in different domestic and international 

contexts?   
• How have people struggled to define and realize fundamental rights and/or dignity, and to what effects?   
• 



Human Rights and Justice, JS 171-01, Fall 2019   Page 





Human Rights and Justice, JS 171-01, Fall 2019   Page 5 of 18  

3) Classroom Activities, Discussion, and Participation      (10% of final grade) 

JS 171 requires a great deal of classroom discussion and activities designed to help students successfully 
achieve all learning objectives. Reading review and pop quizzes, classroom activities, discussion, and 
participation account for 10% of the final course grade. Students should come to class prepared to engage in 
discussions and contribute to classroom activities. Providing substantive comments on others’ current events 
posts is another way to participate in class discussion, as is attending campus or community events related to the 
course and sharing information about them with the class. Submissions to Canvas discussions and activities will 
be accepted until 11:59 on the last day of instruction, December 9, 2019. 
 

4) Midterm Examination         (20% of final grade) 

Students will complete a midterm exam. The midterm format will include multiple choice and True/False 
questions, fill-in-the-blank, and short essays applying the human rights framework to different social and policy 
issues.  
 
The midterm is in class on Thursday, October 17, 2019. 
 

Learning Outcomes: GELO 1, GELO 2, and GELO 3; CLO 1, CLO 2, CLO 3, CLO 4, and CLO 5. 
 

Grading:  
This assignment will be graded on a 100-point scale; essay answers based on a standard rubric by the 
instructor (Canvas). The Midterm is worth 20% of the final course grade.  

5) Human Rights Shadow Report       (5% of final grade) 

Students will work in a small group to develop a “shadow report” that examines a local human rights issue of 
their choosing. The report should examine a domestic human rights concern in our community, and evaluate 
how pertinent international human rights standards apply to the organization(s), government agencies, 
corporations, etc. involved in the issue. Students will develop a Poster Presentation on their topic and provide a 
single page summary to educate the public about the human rights issue. The posters will be part of a Human 
Rights Reporting event on Wednesday, December 4.  Further instructions and guidelines will be provided in 
class. 

6) Final Exam           (25% of final grade) 

The final exam will require students to recall and apply human rights discourse and instruments to analyze 
contemporary social problems (domestic and international). The final is comprehensive, and will include a 
variety of multiple choice and essay questions. Students should expect the final to cover all significant class 
readings and activities, including films and lectures.  
 
The final is on Tuesday, December 17, 2019 from 9:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 



Human Rights and Justice, JS 171-01, Fall 2019   Page 6 of 18  

Grading Information  
Course assignments and exams are weighted as described above. Descriptions of assignment requirements and 
rubrics are posted for each assignment on Canvas.  
 
This course will be using the +/- system on final grades based on the following percentages: 
 
A plus = 100 to 97 percent 
A = 96.9 to 94 percent 
A minus = 93.9 to 90 percent 
B plus = 89.9 to 87 percent 
B = 86.9 to 84 percent 
B minus = 83.9 to 80 percent

.

9 to 87 
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Classroom Protocol 
1. This course depends on student participation, discussion, and interaction. Prepare for class to ensure you 

can contribute to discussion and debate.  
2. All class participants are expected to foster an environment that encourages rigorous academic 

discussion and respectful participation, rather than silencing others (be respectful to one another, do not 
insult or intimidate others, evaluate alternative views with an open mind, check and provide facts to 
support analysis).  

3. Students are expected to complete all readings and assignments by the dates indicated on the syllabus. 
Be sure to check the course Canvas website regularly for updates. 

4. Readings about human rights abuses, injustice, discrimination, and violence can be challenging 
intellectually, personally, and emotionally. All students are encouraged to reflect on the course materials 
mindfully and engage in self-care; contact the professor if you are struggling with a particular topic or 
reading. If you or a friend is in need of emotional or mental health support, please visit SJSU’s 
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) www.sjsu.edu/counseling service. Phone: (408) 924-
5910. Location: Student Wellness Center, Room 300. 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 

Students should review SJSU’s Academic Integrity policy: 
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University Policies 
Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant information to all courses, 
such as academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. is 
available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/”. Make sure to 
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Course Schedule 
JS 171(v) Section 81 Human Rights and Justice Spring 2019 

Note: The following course schedule is subject to change with fair notice.  
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- UN “Free and Equal Campaign,” LGBT Rights, Frequently Asked 
Questions, https://www.unfe.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/FAQs-
English.pdf 

- UN “Free and Equal Campaign,” International Human Rights Law & 
Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity, https://www.unfe.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/International-Human-Rights-Law-English.pdf 
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- Equal Justice Initiative, Peace and Justice Summit – Mass Incarceration, 
“How Racial Inequality Shapes Criminal Justice”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=g3hfFfw34Lw 

Videos: 
- Bryan Stevenson, TED 2012 talk, “We need to talk about an injustice,” 

https://www.ted.com/talks/bryan_stevenson_we_need_to_talk_about_an
_injustice?language=en 

- Molly Crabapple, “How ‘Broken Windows’ Policing Harms People of 
Color,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXI1QJRqPD8 

- Retro Report, “How Heroin Addiction’s Rural Spread Changed an Inner 
City War on Drugs,” https://www.retroreport.org/playlist/crime-and-
punishment/?id=video%2Fheroin-and-the-war-on-drugs 

- Jay-Z, “The War on Drugs: From Prohibition to Gold Rush,” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSozqaVcOU8 

 

 11/7 Capital Punishment 
- Bazelon, “Where the Death Penalty Still Lives,” N.Y. Times Magazine 

(2016),  https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/28/magazine/where-the-
death-penalty-still-lives.html 

- NPR, “Washington State Strikes Down Death Penalty, Citing Racial 
Bias,” https://www.npr.org/2018/10/11/656570464/washington-state-
strikes-down-death-penalty-citing-racial-bias 
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 11/21 MODULE 10: HUMAN RIGHTS AT HOME 

Lecture: 
- Human Rights at Home: Making Human Rights Real 

Readings: 
- Universal Periodic Review and Shadow Reporting (Canvas) 

Class Activity: 
- Human Rights Shadow Reports Group Workshop  

 

16 11/26 Activity: 

- Researching and Reporting Human Rights at Home 
Assignment: 

- Human Rights News Reports Due by 11:59 p.m. on 11/26 
 

 11/28 THANKSGIVING 

17 12/3 Activity: 
- Human Rights Shadow Report Preparation Workshop  

 12/4* 
Wednesday 

Human Rights Shadow Report – Group Presentations 

- Location and Details TBA 

 12/5 Lecture: 

- Making Rights Real:  Human Rights in Action 
Activity: 

- Review for the Final Exam  


