


Critical Issues and Ideas in Justice, JS 101, Fall, 2019 

Note: A grade of "C" or better is required for Justice Studies majors. 
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Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Critically examine social justice issues and develop a broader understanding of social justice and the 

relationship between social justice and social policy. 

2. Reflect upon the relationship between race, class, gender, nationality and social justice. 
3. 
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responses to the original prompt posted after this deadline will receive a zero). This is to give students a 
chance to respond to each other. 
 

WK X,4)*.@!YN#@!7!Students will complete a midterm exam. The midterm format will include multiple 
choice and True/False questions, fill-in-the-blank, and short essays applying the human rights 
framework to different social and policy issues. The midterm will be available on Canvas on starting at 
$&&$!&$!E3)&D*.!55!#$4!@2')!D*!3&@H:*)*4!D/!55Z[>!HV@V!&$!E3)&D*.!5=.!
!

\K F&:,3/!F#H*.!T!Each student will write a paper examining a specific topic area relevant to the course. 
Students are allowed to choose their own topics, but must submit them to the instructor by "*H)*@D*.!
=$49!for final approval. The purpose of the paper is not just to specifically test knowledge, but to also 
force critical thinking about an aspect of a chosen topic. This paper should be no more than 3 pages (not 
including the references). A handout detailing the expectations, content, formatting, and submission 
requirements will be provided in a timely manner. !

Students are prohibited from writing on a topic that has been used for a previous course, or currently 
being used for another course. Any attempt to violate this requirement will result in an automatic “F” for 
the paper, which ultimately will result in failing the course. Such an attempt would constitute a violation 
of the Academic Integrity policy. 

Students are expected to pull from scholarly, news (both local and national), advocacy, and 
governmental sources. 

[K  <,:@!L*-,*U!7!Students will view human rights documentaries and write a 2-page (single-spaced, 12 
point font) assessment of the film, describing the human rights issue(s) it addresses, advocacy strategies, 
and the actions of government(s) in response to the human rights issue.  
 

]K <,$#:!YN#@!T!The final exam will require students to recall information, theory, discourse, and their 
application discussed in lecture or the readings and analyze said information. The final exam will be 
comprehensive and will include both true/false, multiple choice, and essay questions. !
!
The final exam will be available online on <.,4#/9!G*3*@D*.!5W)B!?.&@!^Z\[756Z66FXV!Check to make 
sure that this final time does not conflict with other online classes that you are taking.  

 
“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum 
of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 
preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical 
practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.” 
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D plus = 66 to 69.9 percent 
D = 63 to 65.9 percent 
D minus = 60 to 62.9 percent 
F = 59.9 percent or lower 
 
A “C” or higher is required to receive credit for this course toward a Justice Studies or Forensic Science Major. 

+$,-*.',)/!F&:,3,*'!
Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant information to all courses, 
such as academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. is 
available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/”.  

G*H#.)@*$)!&?!%2'),3*!")24,*'!L*#4,$C!#$4!`.,),$C!FB,:&'&HB/!
The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. 
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 
in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime. 
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Per University Policy S16-9, available at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf  
“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum 
of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally 3 hours per unit per week with 1 of the hours used for 
lecture) for instruction or preparation/studying or course related activities including but not limited to 
internships, labs, clinical practice. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as 
described in the syllabus.”  
 
More details about student workload can be found in University Policy S12-3 at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf. 
 

Q3#4*@,3!;$)*C.,)/!#$4!F:#C,#.,'@!
Students should review SJSU’s Q3#4*@,3!;$)*C.,)/!policy: 
www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf 
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!
HRIOOB, Ch. 11, “Erosion of Political and Civil Rights: Looking Back to 
Changes Since 9/11/01: The Patriot Act” 
HRIOOB, Ch. 23, “Human Rights in the United States: The ‘Gold Standard’ and 
the Human Rights Enterprise”  
HRIOOB, Ch. 13, “The Border Action Network and Human Rights: Community 
Based Resistance Against the Militarization of the U.S-Mexico Border” 

 
1&@*U&.PZ!Quiz # 3 
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Paris Climate Agreement  
 


