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San José State University 

Department of Justice Studies 

College of Health and Human Sciences 
JS 103, Courts & Society,  

Section 1, Fall 2019 
 
 

Instructor: Harold W. Peterson, JD 

Office Location: MacQuarrie Hall, Room 508 

Telephone: (408) 924-2754 

Email: harold.peterson@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours:

mailto:harold.peterson@sjsu.edu


http://www.wadsworth.com/


Courts & Society, JS 103, Fall 2019 
Page 3 of 10  

 
 
Library Liaison 

Justice Studies Subject Specialist: 

Silke Higgins 

Email: Silke.Higgins@sjsu.edu 

Phone:  408-808-2118. 

 

Dropping and Adding 

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, 

academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/faq/index.htm#add. Information about late drop is 

available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/. Students should be aware of the 

current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

 

Assignments and Grading Policy 

 

Written Assignments:  All writing assignments must adhere to the 10 Rules of Formal Writing 

and the instruction and description found on the Canvas website.  Written Assignments not 

conforming to these rules will receive a significant reduction in grade.  General formatting 

requirements for written assignments include a cover page, page numbering, 1” margins, 

strict double-spacing, and Times New Roman 12pt. font. Students must draft assignments in 

formal English, with college-level writing mechanics and APA-style formatting, inclusive 

of in-text citations and references. Student will submit all written assignments to Canvas 

mailto:Silke.Higgins@sjsu.edu
mailto:Silke.Higgins@sjsu.edu
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/faq/index.htm#add
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/
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To participate, one must attend class.  Attendance alone however, is NOT class participation 

and does not factor into the course grade. In-class comments and policy presentation 

evaluation, which summarize, assess and reflect on the discussion topics or presentations, 

which exemplify knowledge of the subject matter or questions, which identify and probe the 

relevant course issues, are class participation. Beyond the completion of assigned readings, 

students must spend sufficient time contemplating the material for the sole purpose of class 

participation. This is a time to open your minds to new ideas, to explore new concepts, so 

please take advantage of this opportunity.  Further, please be respectful of others and show 

them common courtesy.  Students may enrich the learning process by discussion.  Respect 

and professionalism are the guiding principles of this class.   
 

Classroom Etiquette/Protocol  

This is a time to open your minds to new ideas, to explore new concepts, so please take 

advantage of this opportunity.  Further, please be respectful of others and show them 

common courtesy.  Students may enrich the learning process by discussion.  Respect and 

professionalism are the guiding principles of this class. Tardiness will not be tolerated. I 

understand that many of you work, but I also understand that you have enrolled in school 

aware of the demands of that commitment. Please arrange with your employer/child 

care/other to arrive in time for class to begin promptly at 1:30pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Please turn off all cell phones, pagers, PDA’s or any other electronic device. The use of 

anything that beeps or vibrates during class is disruptive and will not be tolerated. If you use 

a telephone (even silently, e.g. texting), you will be asked to leave the classroom. Students 

are responsible for all missed notes, materials, and announcements due to absence (i.e. do 

not email the instructor asking about what you missed). You are encouraged to exchange 

contact information with someone in class just in case. The use of computers during class is 

not permitted.  

 

University Policies 
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, 

such as academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate 

and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/ 
 
Academic integrity 

Students should know the University’s Student Conduct Code, available at 

http

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Student_Conduct_Code.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct
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Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to 

make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an 

appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential 

Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must 
register with the AEC (Accessible Education Center) to establish a record of their disability. 

 

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 

1
st 

floor of Clark Hall and on the 2
nd 

floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs 
may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin 
Luther King Library. A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student 
checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS 
camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and 
audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors. 

 

Learning Assistance Resource Center 

The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student 

Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic 

potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides 

support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, 

learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The 
LARC website is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc. 
 

SJSU Writing Center 

http://www.sjsu.edu/larc
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor
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majors, academic policy related questions, meeting with peer advisors, and/or attending 

various regularly scheduled presentations and workshops. If you are looking for academic 

advice or even tips about how to navigate your way around SJSU, check out the CASA 

Student Success Center. Location: MacQuarrie Hall (MQH) 533 - top floor of MacQuarrie 

Hall. Contact information: 408.924.2910. Website: http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/. The 

CASA Student Success Center also provides study space and laptops for checkout.  
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