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San José State University 
Department of Justice Studies 

JS 114-01 Research Methods in Justice Studies, Fall 2019 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Dina M. Kameda, M.S., M.A. 

Office Location: MacQuarrie Hall 508 

Telephone: (408) 832-9939 (cell phone – emergency only) 

Email: dina.kameda@sjsu.edu  (preferred/best method of contact) 

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 8:00 AM – 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM – 
11:00 AM, or by appointment 

Class Days/Time: Mondays and Wednesdays, 4:30 PM - 5:45 PM 

Classroom: MacQuarrie Hall 523 

Prerequisites: Upper division standing; JS 10, 12, 25, or FS 11; JS100W with a 
grade of "C" or better; JS 15 or Stat 95 or equivalent with a "C" 
or better 

Course Format  
The mode of instruction for this course is in person with online supplements. Reliable access to a computer and 
the internet will be required. All written assignments will be submitted via Canvas, and must be in Microsoft 
Word (*.doc or *.docx). If you do not currently own Microsoft Word, the software (both PC and Mac) is 
available for free to students: http://www.sjsu.edu/it/services/collaboration/software/instructions.php  

Canvas Course Page and E-mail 
Copies of course materials will be posted on Canvas. You are responsible for regularly checking your e-mail 
and Canvas regarding announcements, reminders, and any additional course materials. All course materials will 
be posted in Adobe PDF format; if you choose to download them, you will need Adobe Reader to view the 
documents. There is no cost to download Adobe Reader (http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-
tools/adobe/students/index.html). 
 

Course Description  
Introduction to quantitative research methods used in Justice Studies. Includes relationship of theory to 
empirical evidence

mailto:dina.kameda@sjsu.edu
http://www.sjsu.edu/it/services/collaboration/software/instructions.php
http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/adobe/students/index.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/adobe/students/index.html




Research Methods in Justice Studies, JS114-01, Fall, 2019          Page 3 of 7  

Quizzes on Canvas 

Students should complete the readings prior to the date by which they appear on the syllabus.  Quizzes will be 
completed online via Canvas and will be available for specific windows of time. Once a student begins a quiz, a 
limited amount of time will be given to complete it. See the course agenda for more information. [CLO1] 

Assignment #1: Outline of Proposed Research Study 

This assignment will outline the initial components of your proposed research study, including: statement of a 
research topic; (2) theoretical proposition(s); (3) term definitions; (4) at least one empirical hypothesis that 
describes a clear comparison and proposed outcome; and (5) variables (i.e., independent, dependent, and 
background). [CLO1, CLO2 and CLO3] 
       



http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
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JS114-01 Research Methods in Justice Studies, Fall 2019 
The following course schedule is subject to change; advance notice of any changes will be provided via Canvas 
and/or in-class as early as possible.  

Table 1 Course Schedule 

Week Date Agenda/Topics, Readings/Homework, Exams and Deadlines 
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Week Date Agenda/Topics, Readings/Homework, Exams and Deadlines 

13 11/11/19 Veteran's Day - No Class 

13 11/13/19 
Assignment #3 Review 
Due today: Assignment #2 (Upload to Canvas) 

14 11/18/19 Assignment #3 Review (continued) 

14 11/20/19 
Ch. 8 discussion (Part 1) 
Reading for today: Ch. 8 

15 11/25/19 Instructor Personal Holiday - No class 

15 11/27/19 University Non-instructional Day – No Class 

16 12/02/19 
Ch. 8 discussion (Part 2) 
Reading for today: Ch. 8 

16 12/04/19 
Ch. 9 discussion 
Reading for today: Ch. 9 

17 12/09/19 
Ch. 10 discussion 
Reading for today: Ch. 10 
Due today: Final Research Proposal (Upload to Canvas) 

Final 12/16/19 MacQuarrie Hall 523, 2:45 PM – 5:00 PM 
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