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Justice Studies Department 
Seminar in Justice & Social Theory 

JS 201 (Section 01) #42655 
Fall 2019 

 
Instructor: Alessandro De Giorgi 
Office Location: MH 508A 

Telephone: (408)924 2967 
Email: alessandro.degiorgi@sjsu.edu  

Office Hours: M/W: 2pm-4pm  
 

Class Days/Time: W: 4.30pm-7.15pm 
Classroom: MH-526  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
Examines classic and contemporary theories of justice, including legal, social, economic and 
criminal justice and their application to current social issues. JS-201 is a 3-units course. 
Please note: required courses in the graduate program (JS-201; JS-202; JS-203; JS
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STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  
 
SLO#1: Identify, distinguish, and analyze the various types of theories introduced in class. 
[RELEVANT ASSIGNMENT: IN-CLASS TEST] 
 
SLO #2: Demonstrate the ability to apply theory to contemporary social issues. 
[RELEVANT ASSIGNMENT: MOVIE COMMENTARY] 
 
SLO#3: 
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BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW 
THEORETICAL WORKS 
 

Camp, J. T. (2016). Incarcerating the Crisis. Freedom Struggles and the Rise of the Neoliberal State. 
Oakland: University of California Press.  
 

Forman, J. (2017) Locking Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment in Black America. New York: Giroux. 
 

Gonzalez Van Cleve, N. (2016). Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America’s Largest Criminal 
Court. Stanford: Stanford Law Books. 
 

Gottschalk, M. (2015). Caught: The Prison S
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
WEEK DATE TOPICS, READINGS, ASSIGNMENTS, DEADLINES 

1 
 

W: 8/21 INTRODUCTION 
SYLLABUS / ASSIGNMENTS / DEADLINES 
 
Reading: The Sentencing Project, Trends in US Corrections 

2 
 

W: 8/28 Reading: Simon, Mass Incarceration: From Social Policy to Social Problem 
 
Reading: Wacquant, Class, Race & Hyperincarceration in Revanchist America




