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I.  Unders t and and intel l i ge nt l y discus s the purpos e and stren gt hs of qual i t at i ve rese arch, 
at an advan ced lev el.  

II.  C ri t i cal l y asses s qu al i t at i ve rese arch in just i ce stu di es at an advan ced lev el.  
III.  C ol l ect, anal yz e, and dissem i nat e qual i t at i ve res ea rch in just i ce studi es at a gr aduat e 

level.  

Required Texts/Readings  

Textbook 

K. Luk er (2008) Salsa Dancing into the Social  Sciences: Research in an Age of Info-Glut. 
Harva rd Univers i t y Press. IS BN: 978- 0674048218  
 
M. Dunei er, P. Kasi ni t z, and A.K. Murph y (2014) 
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S t udent s will compl et e a semes t er -lon g qual i t at i ve resea rch proj ect. Befor e coll ect i ng 
data, student s must subm i t a short resea rch memo (1,000 words max) outl i ni ng thei r 
resea rch quest i on(s), res e arch methods, dat a sourc es (i.e. fiel d site, intervi e w sampl e, or 
archi ve), potent i al ethi cal issues, and plans for IR B. Student s will present thei r rese ar ch 
memos to the class for co nst ruct i ve feedb ack.  
 
NOTE: If the data coll e ct ed from human subj ect s will not be used in publ i cat i on or 
dissem i nat i on be yond thi s class, then it is NOT co nsi dered res ear ch and IR B approv al is 
not needed. If the work will be disseminated, such as in a master's thesis, then the 
student will need to submit an IRB protocol under the instructor’s supervision. The 
info about what is need e d in that case is on this websi t e: 
http://www.sjsu.edu/grad s t udi es/i rb/i ndex.html. Student s need to inform me, the 
inst ruct or, ASAP if you plan to use the rese ar ch coll ect ed in this class for dissem i nat i on 
purpos es outs i de this class since you r IRB will nee d to be subm i t t ed under m y 
supervi s i on 
 

�x Data Collection and Workshop 
Duri ng th e second h alf of the semes t er student s wi ll coll ect data for thei r re search 
proj ect s. Student s will present ex cerpt s of thei r ra w data to th e class (e.g. fi el d notes, 
intervi ew trans c ri pt s, arc hi val materi al) for const r uct i ve feedb ack  

 
�x Final Paper and Presentation 

At the end of the sem es t e r student s will subm i t an origi nal, qual i t at i ve rese a rch pape r 
based on data gather ed d uri ng the s emes t er. Th e lengt h of th e pape r is 15- 25- pages, 
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Fi nal grad es will be eval uat ed as foll ows :  
 
Weekl y Assi gnm ent s  and Respons es :  10%  
Research Ex erci s es :  10%  
Research M emo and Pres ent at i on :  10%  
Data Coll ect i on and Pres ent at i on : 10%  
Final Present at i on 20%  
Final Paper 40 %  
 
Grading Scale  
 
+/ - 
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If you use a la pt op, you ma y onl y use it for not e -taki ng pur pos es. If I find t hat student s are usin g 
thei r lapt ops for an y othe r purpos es besi des note t aki ng (e.g. ch ecki n g ema i l, chat t i ng with 
friends, using so ci al med i a) I will ban the use of lapt ops in class.  
 
Routi ne phone call s, tex t ing or oth er onli ne acti vi t y duri n g class will be noted and ma y resul t 
with up to 10% (one lett e r grade) deduct ed from th e final grad e.  
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Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act  
If you need cours e adapt at i ons or accom m odat i on s becaus e o f a disabi l i t y, or if you need to 
make speci al arr an gem en t s in case the buil di ng m ust be evacu at ed, pleas e make an appoi nt m ent 
with me as soon as possi bl e, or see me du ri ng o ffi ce hours. Presi dent i a l Dir ect i ve 97 -03 at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/pres i dent/docs/di rect i ves/P D_1997- 03.pdf  requi r es th at student s with 
disabi l i t i es reques t i ng ac com m odat i ons must regi s t er with the Acc es s i bl e Educat i on Cent er 
(AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edu/aec  to establ i s h a record of th ei r disabi l i t y.  
 
Accommodation to Students' Religious Holidays  
S an J osé Stat e Univers i t y shal l provi de ac com m odat i on on an y graded class work or acti vi t i es 
for student s wishi ng to observe reli gi ous holi da ys when such obse rvanc es requi re student s to be 
absent from class. It is th e respons i bi l i t y of the stu dent to infor m the inst ruc t or, in writ i ng, about 
such holi da ys b efor e the add deadl i ne at the start of each s emes t er. If such holi da ys oc cur be fore 
the add deadl i ne, th e student must noti f y the inst ru ct or, in writ i ng, at least three da ys b efor e the 
date that he/she wil l be absent. It is the respons i bi l i t y o f the inst ruct or to m ake ev er y reasonabl e 
effort to honor the studen t reques t without penal t y, and of the student to ma ke up the work 
missed. See Univers i t y P oli c y S14- 7 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senat e/docs/S 14- 7.pdf .  
 
Student Technology Resources  
C om put er labs for studen t use are avai l abl e in the Academ i c Suc ces s Cent e r at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/at/as c/ locat ed on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associ at ed Student s 
Lab on th e 2nd floor of t he Student Union. Addi t i onal comput er labs ma y be avai l abl e in your 
depart m ent/col l e ge. Com put ers are also avai l abl e in the Mart i n Luth er Kin g Libr ar y. A wid e 
vari et y of audi o- visu al equi pm ent is avai l abl e for student chec kout from M edi a Servi ces lo cat ed 
in IRC 112. These item s incl ude DV and HD digi t al camcord ers ; di gi t al stil l cameras ; video, 
slide and overhe ad proj e ct ors ; DVD, CD, and aud i ot ape pla yers ; sound s ys t em s, wirel es s 
microphones, proj ect i on screens and moni t ors .  
 
SJSU Peer Connections  
P eer Connect i ons, a cam pus -wide resou rce for me nt ori ng and tutori n g, stri ves to inspi re student s 
to devel op thei r potent i al as independent le arne rs whil e the y l earn to suc ce s s ful l y navi gat e 
through thei r univ ers i t y ex peri ence. You are en cou ra ged to take advant a ge o f thei r servi c es 
which incl ude cours e -co nt ent based tutori ng, enh anced stud y and time ma nagem ent skil l s, more 
effe ct i ve crit i c al thinki ng strat e gi es, deci s i on maki ng and p robl em -solvi ng abil i t i es, and campus 
resourc e re fer ral s.  
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Le arni n g Cent e r (LLC) in Campus Vi ll age Housi ng Buil di ng B. Visi t Peer Connect i ons websi t e 
at http://peerconnect i ons.sjsu.edu  for more info rm at i on.  
 
SJSU Writing Center  
The SJ S U Writ i ng Cent er is locat ed in Clark Hall, Suit e 126. All Writi n g Speci al i s t s have gone 
through a ri gorous hiri n g proces s, and th e y ar e we ll trai ned to assi s t all student s at all level s 
withi n all disci pl i nes to becom e bett e r writ ers. In addi t i on to one -on- one tutori ng se rvi ces, the 
Writ i ng Cent er also off er s works hops  ever y s emes t er on a vari et y of writ i n g topi cs. To mak e an 
appoi nt m ent or to refe r t o the numerous onli ne re sources of fer ed throu gh t he Writ i ng Cent er, 
visi t the Writ i ng Cent er websi t e at http://www.sjsu.ed u/wri t i ngc ent er .  
 
SJSU Counseling Services  
The SJ S U Couns eli ng Servi ces is locat ed on the corner of 7th Stre et and San Fe rnando Stre et, in 
Room 201, Admi ni s t rat ion Buil di ng. Prof es s i onal ps ychol o gi s t s, soci al wo rkers, and couns el ors 
are av ai l abl e to prov i de consul t at i ons on issues of student ment al heal t h, campus clim at e or 
ps ychol o gi c al and acade m i c issues on an indi vi dual, coupl e, or group b asi s. To schedul e an 
appoi nt m ent or learn mor e inform at i on, visi t Couns el i ng Servi c es websi t e at 
http://www.sjsu.e du/couns el i ng.  
 
CASA Student Success Center  
The Student Succes s Cen t er in the Coll ege of App l i ed Sciences and Arts (CASA) provi des 
advi s i ng fo r under gradua t e student s majori ng or want i ng to major in pro gr a m s offered in CAS A 
Depart m ent s and School s. All C AS A student s and student s who woul d like to be in CAS A are 
invi t ed to stop b y the C e nt er for gen er al educ at i on advi s i ng, help with ch a ngi n g majors, 
acad em i c poli c y relat ed quest i ons, meet i ng with peer advi s ors, and/or atte ndi ng vari ous re gul arl y 
schedul ed pr esent at i ons and works hops. If you are looki ng for acad em i c adv i ce or ev en tips 
about how to navi gat e yo ur wa y around SJ S U, check out the CAS A Student Succes s Cent er. 
Loc at i on: MacQu arri e Hall (MQH) 533 -  top floo r of Mac Quar ri e Hall. Co nt act inform at i on:  
408.924.2910. Websi t e: http://www.sjsu.edu/cas a/ss c/ . The CAS A Student Succes s Cent er also 
provi des stud y spa ce and lapt ops for che ckout. 
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Course Schedule 
 

Part I: Conc ept ual i z i ng Qual i t at i ve Methods – Resear ch Desi gn  
 
Week 1 (8/22): Introduction 

�x S yl l abus  
 

Week 2 (8/29): From Research Topic to Research Question 
�x Kri s t en Luker – Salsa Dancing into the Social Sciences 

o C hapt ers 1 -4, 8  
o C om pl et e Ex erci s es 1 -4, 8 
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Week 3 (9/5): Reviewing the Literature 

�x S t efan Timm erm ans and Iddo Tavor y – “Theor y C onst ruct i on in Qual i t at i ve Research: 
From Ground ed Theor y t o Abduct i ve Anal ys i s ”  

o C anvas  
�x Kri s t en Luker – Salsa Dancing into the Social Sciences 

o C hapt ers 5  
o C om pl et e Ex erci s e 5  

 
 
Week 4 (9/12): Sampling, Operationalization, and Generalization 

�x Kri s t en Luker – Salsa Dancing into the Social Sciences 
o C hapt ers 6  
o C om pl et e Ex erci s e 6  

�x M ari o Smal l – “How Ma n y Cases Do I Need? ” 
o C anvas  

 
Week 5 (9/19): Ethics and IRB 

�x Angel i cal Orb, et al. – “E thi cs in Qual i t at i ve Research”  
o C ANVAS  

�x Al i ce Goffm an – “On the Run: Want ed Men in a Phil adel phi a Ghet t o”  
o Urban Ethnography Reader, pp. 745- 766  

�x Al i ce Goffm an – Method ol ogi cal App endi x  
o C ANVAS  

�x S t even Lub et  – “Ethi cs o n the Run”  
o C ANVAS  

�x Al i ce Goffm an – “A Rep l y to Profes s or Lub et ’s C rit i que”  
o C ANVAS  

 
RESEARCH MEMO DUE  
 
Week 6 (9/26): Research Memo Presentations #1 

�x R eadi ngs TBD b ased on student s ’ rese arch topi cs  
 

Week 7 (10/3): Research Memo Presentations #2 
�x R e adi ngs TBD b ased on student s ’ rese arch topi cs  

 
 

P art II: Data Coll ect i on  
 
Week 8 (10/10): Gaining Access and Recruiting Subjects 

�x R obert S. Weiss – Learning from Strangers, C h. 2 
o C ANVAS  

�x P hi l l i ppe Bourgoi s – “Viol at i ng Apa rt hei d in the Unit ed Stat es ”  
o Urban Ethnography Reader, pp. 801- 822  
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Week 9 (10/17): Collecting Data – 


	

