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SLO 2: Engage in a critique of existing policies and reflect on possible alternative approaches to crime 
and drugs, as they emerge both from critical scholarship and social justice activism. Students will also be 
able to write an original paper documenting a scholarly appreciation of the cultural, political, and 
economic dimensions of penality in contemporary U.S. society. 
SLO 3: Engage in reflection and argumentation about the socioeconomic and political implications of 
penal policies, particularly from the point of view of racial, economic, and gender equality, human rights, 
and social justice. 
SLO 4: Read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level. 
 

Required Reading 
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Details for each assignment will be discussed in class and posted on Canvas. Due dates are listed in the course 
schedule and subject to change with fair notice. 
 
Though subject to change, required activities and graded assignments are likely to be as follows:  
 

Groupwork: C
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Determination of Grades 
Grades will be used along with substantive feedback to indicate students’ performance in a variety of tasks. 
Exams and final grades will be calculated as a percentage on a typical “100 point scale.” Missing, late, or 
plagiarized work will be given a grade of zero. Contact the professor early if you are having difficulty 
completing assignments or need accommodations for disabilities or absences for religious holidays.  
  
The final course grade will be calculated based on the following standard scale:  
 
98-100 A+  
94-97 A  
90-93 A-  
88-89 B+  
84-87 B  
80-83 B-  
78-79 C+  
74-77 C  
70-73 C-  
68-69 D+  
64-67 D  
60-63 D-  
<60     F  
 

Classroom Protocol 
Students are expected to attend all classes and to participate in all discussions, debates and activities in class and 
on Canvas in a respectful and mindful manner. Specifically: 
 

1. Students are expected to deposit/submit assignments and discussion posts to our online class on time, 
prepared to take part in their own and collective learning.  

2. All classroom participants are expected to foster an environment that encourages participation, and that 
is respectful to others and their opinions. 
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All CASA students and students who would like to be in CASA are invited to stop by the Center for general 
education advising, help with changing majors, academic policy related questions, meeting with peer advisors, 
and/or attending various regularly scheduled presentations and workshops. If you are looking for academic 
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JS128, Punishment, Culture, Society, Spring 2019 Course Schedule 

The schedule is subject to change with fair notice (in class and/or via Canvas or email).  

Course Schedule 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 M: 01/28 Introductions and Expectations 
1 W: 01/30 In class writing on a current punishment ‘hot topic’ 

(https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/21/us/california-incarceration-reduction-
penalties.html) 

2 M: 02/04 In class reading on a current punishment ‘hot topic’ 

2 W: 02/06 Required reading: Garland Ch 1 
Recommended: DuVernay, 13th 

3 M: 02/11 Required reading: Garland Ch 6 
Recommended: Bosworth Chs 1& 2 

3 W: 02/13 Required reading: Garland Ch 6 
Recommended: Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? 

4 M: 02/18 Required reading: Garland Ch 2 
Recommended: Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? 
Detailed Outline of Research Paper due (10%) 

4 W: 02/20 Required reading: Garland Ch 2 
Recommended: Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? 

5 M: 02/25 In class writing on a current punishment ‘hot topic’ (material provided in class 
and on Canvas) 
Recommended: review readings weeks 1-5 

5 W: 02/27 Class debate: Incarceration in California 
Recommended: review all  readings weeks 1-5 

6 M: 03/04 Required reading: Michael Welch, “Penal Tourism”, available in class and here: 
https://content.ucpress.edu/chapters/12956.ch01.pdf; Daily Mail, “Go inside 
stunning hotels” (article about contemporary prison tourism/luxe 
accommodation): https://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-
3115323/Go-inside-stunning-hotels-PRISONS.html 
Recommended: Bosworth Chs Introduction, 1& 2 

6 W: 03/06 Required reading: Garland Ch 3 
Recommended: Bosworth Ch 5 

7 M: 03/11 Required reading: Garland Ch 3 
7 W: 03/13 Required reading: Garland Ch 4 

Recommended: Bosworth Ch 6!
8 M: 03/18 Required reading: Garland Ch 4 

Recommended: Bosworth Chs 7&8!
8 W: 03/20 Required reading: Garland Ch 8 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

Recommended: Bosworth Chs 7&8!
9 M: 03/25 "#$%%!&'#(')* Midterm (‘open book’, on Canvas) (20%) 

9 W: 03/27 In class writing on a current punishment ‘hot topic’ (material provided in class) 
Recommended: Zimbardo, The Stanford Prison Experiment 

10 04/01 & 
04/03 

Spring Recess NO CLASSES


