San José State University
Department of Justice Studies
JS 189-03 Senior Seminar: Contemporary Problems, Spring 2019

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Dina M. Kameda, M.S., M.A.

Office Location: MacQuarrie Hall 508

Telephone: (408) 832-9939 (cell phone — emergency only)

Email: dina.kameda@sjsu.edu (preferred/best method of contact)

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:15 AM - 10:45 AM, or by

Office Hours: )
appointment

Class Days/Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
Classroom: Spartan Complex Central 152
Prerequisites: Senior standing in final semester; Justice Studies or Forensic

Science major; JS 100W and JS 114 with a "C or better™;
Department Consent

Note: A grade of "C" or better is required for Justice Studies
majors.

Course Format

The mode of instruction for this course is in person with online supplements. Reliable access to a computer and
the internet will be required. All written assignments will be submitted via Canvas, and must be in Microsoft
Word (*.doc or *.docx). If you do not currently own Microsoft Word, the software (both PC and Mac) is
available for free to students: http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/microsoft-students/index.html

Canvas Course Page and E-mail

Copies of course materials will be posted on Canvas. You are responsible for regularly checking your e-mail
and Canvas regarding announcements, reminders, and any additional course materials. The majority of course
materials will be posted in Adobe PDF format; if you choose to download them, you will need Adobe Reader to
view the documents. There is no cost to download Adobe Reader (http://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/).
Some course materials may need to be accessed via the internet (i.e., web sites).

E-mail Policy
F
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2. E-mailed inquiries should be relatively short in nature. Students should make an appointment to meet
with me to discuss more extensive inquiries. Students will be referred to the course syllabus with respect
to questions that are addressed by simply reading the syllabus.

Course Description
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Out-of-class written assignments must be submitted to Canvas unless otherwise noted by the instructor.
Students are 100% responsible for uploading the correct file when submitting an assignment. Failure to
upload the correct file will result in a zero for the assignment.

Current Event Submissions (Participation)

Students will be required to submit current event summaries relevant to our justice system. Students will submit
a 1-page write-up per assignment. [CLO4-5]

Reading Presentation and Discussion Lead
Each student will be responsible for offering one in-class presentation of a response to a short answer essay
question/prompt for a specific textbook chapter. [CLO 2-5]

A schedule of presentations, along with questions/prompts, will be provided; presentations will tentatively
begin on 02/05/19. The presentation of a response will be roughly 15 minutes in length, with an additional 10-
15 minutes for questions and discussion.

1. Students should begin with a reading of the relevant essay question/prompt, before providing their response.
2. Each response should incorporate substantive examples from the associated reading and/or outside research.

Following each presentation, students should be prepared to pose questions to the class to facilitate class
discussion. While the instructor will moderate discourse, students are largely responsible for engaging in
inquiry and discussion.

Reading Presentation and Discussion Grading

Each presentation/discussion will receive a “grade” ranging from 0 — 2
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Students are prohibited from writing on a topic that has been used for previous course, or currently being used
for another course. Any attempt to violate this requirement will result in an automatic “F” for the paper, which
ultimately will result in failing the course. Such an attempt would constitute a violation of the Academic
Integrity policy.

This paper will include a review of scholarly literature on an approved topic. Students will be required to not
only analyze and critique existing policies, but propose new or amended policies. The research reviewed must
come from high quality justice-related journals, which establish and examine relationships between and among
variables, concepts, theories, and policies. Based on the evidence reviewed, policy implications will be drawn.

A handout detailing the expectations, content, formatting, and submission requirements will be provided in a
timely manner. [CLO 1, 3-5]

Policy Paper Presentation

Students will be required give a 20-
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JS189-03 Senior Seminar: Contemporary Problems, Spring 2019

The following course schedule is subject to change; advance notice of any changes will be provided via an
announcement on Canvas as early as possible.

Table 1 Course Schedule

Week | Date Agenda/Topics, Readings/Homework, Exams and Deadlines

Course introduction
1 01/24/19 Overview of assignments and expectations

Reading for today: Syllabus; Academic Integrity and Student Conduct policies

Policy discussion

2 01/29/19 ) ) ) ) ] ]
Discuss Reading Presentation and Discussion assignment
Detailed policy paper expectations

2 01/31/19 ] P y-p P P ) ]
Review of requirements for Topic Materials
Ch. 1 Presentations and Discussion

3 02/05/19 )
Reading for today: Ch. 1
Ch. 2 Presentations and Discussion

3 02/07/19

Reading for today: Ch. 2

Ch. 3 Presentations and Discussion
4 02/12/19 Reading for today: Ch. 3
Due today: Curr
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‘ Week ‘ Date ‘ Agenda/Topics, Readings/Homework, Exams and Deadlines

Ch. 9 Presentations and Discussion
7 03/05/19 Reading for today: Ch. 9
Due today: Current Event 3
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Week | Date Agenda/Topics, Readings/Homework, Exams and Deadlines
14 04/25/19 Policy Paper Presentations
15 | 04/30/19 Policy Paper Presentations
15 | 05/02/19 Policy Paper Presentations
16 | 05/07/19 Policy Paper Presentations
16 | 05/09/19 Policy Paper Presentations
Final | 05/17/19 Spartan Complex Central 152, 12:15 PM - 2:30 PM

Senior Seminar: Contemporary Problems, JS189-03, Spring, 2019

Page 8 of 8




