San José State University

College of Applied Sciences and Arts / Department of Justice Studies
JS 25-02, Introduction to Human Rights and Justice, Spring 2019

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Natalie Birthelmer

Office Location: HB 125

Telephone: (408) 924-2753 x42753 — email is the best way to reach me!

Email: natalie.birthelmer@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: Monday 1:15-3:15PM - email me for an appointment please!
If you wish to schedule an online office hour, please email me.

Class Days/Time: T/R 9:00AM -10:15AM

Classroom: MacQuarrie Hall 520

Faculty Web Page and MY SJSU Messaging
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on
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http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://one.sjsu.edu/



https://sjsuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primoexplore/fulldisplay?docid=01CALS_ALMA71390359270002901&context=L&vid=01CALS_SJO&search_scope=EVER%20YTHING&tab=everything&lang=en_US
https://sjsuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primoexplore/fulldisplay?docid=01CALS_ALMA71390359270002901&context=L&vid=01CALS_SJO&search_scope=EVER%20YTHING&tab=everything&lang=en_US
https://sjsuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primoexplore/fulldisplay?docid=01CALS_ALMA71390359270002901&context=L&vid=01CALS_SJO&search_scope=EVER%20YTHING&tab=everything&lang=en_US
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/

formal English, in Times New Roman, 12pt. font, and double-spaced. You must cite the chapter or article at
least one (1) time in your reading response and show that you have read and understood the material through
informed discussion. In-text citations and references must be in APA-style formatting.

Midterm (GELO1-4 & CLO1-5)

The midterm will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions and will cover all materials assigned
from week 1 to week 8. The midterm will take place on 3/21/2019.

Human Rights Presentation (GELO1-4 & CLO1-5)

In groups of up to 4, you will sign up to present a current human rights issue (domestic or international) by
completing a series of tasks, including: (1) summarizing the issue (2) discussing past approaches/attempts to
resolve the issue, (3) presenting ideas of policy changes to resolve the issues presented and (4) generating
discussion questions. Each member of the group will present one task, but your presentation must be cohesive
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Classroom Protocol

Students are expected to:
1. Come to class prepared and participate
2. Complete all readings and assignments as scheduled on the syllabus
3. Check canvas and mysjsu regularly and be aware of any changes in the class schedule
4. Be respectful to their classmates in discussions and debates
5. Turn off their cell phones while class is in session

Late work will not be accepted. Assignments will be submitted to Canvas unless otherwise directed. E-mailed
assignments will not be accepted. If you have issues uploading to Canvas, it is your responsibility to contact the
IT department and resolve the issue. | will not accept technical issues as an excuse for late or missing
assignments.

General guestions (format, deadlines, etc.) can be posted on the course Q&A Board on Canvas.

University Policies

Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic
integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus
Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special
arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please inform me immediately by emailing me or by
making an appointment with me as soon as possible. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with
disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) to establish a
record of their disability.

Department of Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum.
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully
in interrelated areas of their lives—personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural.
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime.
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http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/aec

JS 25-02 / Introduction to Human Rights and Justice,
Spring 2019, T/R 9:00AM -10:15AM
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

R -3/14 Me Facing Life: The Cyntoia Brown Story
T-23/19 Midterm Review
9 R-3/21 Midterm

T-3/26 | Political and Civil Rights: Inmigration and Border Conflicts
10 Reading Response 7
Armaline Chapter 12: US Asylum and Refugee Policy: The “Culture of No”

R -3/28 Separated: Children at the Border (Frontline S37 E1)

T-4/2 Spring Break
11
R-4/4 Spring Break
T-4/9 Reading Response 8
Armaline Chapter 11: Erosion of Political and Civil Rights: The Patriot Act
12
R-4/11 Clapham Chapter 4: Torture
T-4/16 Reading Response 9
13 The Torture Question (Frontline S24 E1)
R-4/18 | Social Rights: Homelessness and Food Insecurity |
Clapham Chapter 7: Food, Education, Health, Housing, and Work
T-4/23 Reading Response 10
14 Armaline Chapter 6: Hurricane Katrina and the Right to Food and Shelter
R —4/25 When the Levees Broke
T-4/30 Presentations
15
R-5/2 Presentations
T-5/7 Presentations
16
R -5/9 Final Review

.

Final | Friday, May | Final on Canvas
Exam | 17th
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