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SAN JOSÉ STATE UNIVERSITY 

Justice Studies 150 

Gender and Crime (online)—SUMMER ONE 2019 

 

Instructor: Allison Martin, Ph.D.           Location: Washington, D.C.  

Email: allison.martin@sjsu.edu                        Office Hours: by email 

 

Course Description  

This course focuses on why women engage in criminal behavior, what types of crimes they 

commit and their roles in these events, as well as their experiences in the criminal justice system. 

Students will also learn about women as victims of violence and the policies which impact 

women’s arrest and imprisonment.  

Course Learning Objectives (CLO) are as follows: 

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:  

CLO 1. Understand how policy initiatives impact rates of females’ crime and punishment 

CLO 2. Know what it means to be “gender-responsive” in the criminal justice system 

CLO 3. Describe the role of victimization in women’s lives 

CLO 4. Apply criminological theories to women as victims and as offenders 

 

Required Materials  

Mallicoat, S.L. (2019). Women, gender and crime: Core Concepts (1st edition). Thousand Oaks, 
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well as the Modules tab on Canvas. All assignments become available on Monday at 12:00am 

and are due by Sunday at 11:59pm of their respective week (see course schedule below). 

Discussion board original responses are due mid-week on Wednesday by 11:59pm. Late 

assignments will not be accepted.  

 

Students are expected to log onto Canvas 2-3 times per week, or if possible log on daily, to check 

for updates and announcements. There will be cut-off times that will close Canvas. If you do not 

post your responses and discussions before this cut-off time, you will NOT receive the points for 

that discussion board. Students who anticipate missing the cut-off times are responsible for 

making arrangements with the instructor prior to the cut-off times.   

 

You are required to be an active participant in the class, which means that you are to prepare 

your own threads, read other students’ discussion threads, and respond to other students’ threads 

with substantive observations. This course will ask students to make a claim regarding the 

weekly discussion board posts, and support that claim with reason and evidence. The written 

work you submit will reflect your own thinking about information you obtain from the required 

readings, PowerPoints, and other course-related experiences.  

 

Detailed Introduction Post 

This assignment is meant for the class and the instructor, to get acquainted with you. In 

approximately one page, please tell us (1) your name and where you are from, (2) your major 

and why you chose to take this class, (3) how familiar you are with the topic of Gender and 

Crime, (4) how important you think it is to understand the role women play in our criminal 

justice system, and (5) a fun fact about yourself. This assignment will be due before the end of 

the first week of class (see Course Schedule).   

 

Discussion Boards 

You are to provide thoughtful and original discussions based on the weekly readings and course 

material in a manner that uses critical thinking skills and is respectful to other students. 

Discuss

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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If I pose a question to your post, it will be by Saturday, so be sure to check to see if I have posted 

on your discussion board anytime on Sunday; please keep in mind that if you do not see a post 

by me from that week, then I did not ask you a question and you are not required to respond. 

Please also regularly check your university email account, as follow-up questions will also be 

asked through email. Required responses to other students must be on their original post, not on 
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In the final week of this course you will complete a written final exam. More details will be 

provided on Canvas the week of the exam. See Course Schedule below. 

Grading Rubric for Written Assignments 

“A” An “A” assignment is one that is well written, clearly organized, and comprehensive in its 

coverage of the assignment. The paper is structured to promote readability (e.g., clear 

introduction, supporting statements, conclusion) and main ideas are clearly supported (both 

in substantive argument and in research cited) and explained. The paper is outstanding to 

excellent in its quality, suggests that the student took the assignment seriously and was 

thoughtful in completing it. These papers clearly discuss topics covered in class, accurately 

and appropriately use the correct references to topics covered in the paper, and the citations 

are correctly formatted. The full range and scope of the topic are addressed. The paper format 

(single spaced, page limit, etc.) is correct.  

 “B” A “B” assignment is one that is fairly organized and contains many good ideas, but could 

use improvement in terms of organization, clarity, and/or writing style (e.g., stronger topic 

statements, clearer introduction/conclusion, fewer grammatical/typographical errors). These 

assignments typically convey less mastery of a topic or study, as evidenced by not clearly or 

completely addressing the topic/question. Coverage of the assignment is generally complete 

and mostly accurate, but greater depth and/or explanation is needed in particular areas to 

better support main points or enhance clarity. This paper often appears as if it needs minor to 

moderate revision and/or proofreading, digresses slightly off topic, or does not fully address 

the posed question(s). Citations are somewhat lacking, inappropriate, or not cited correctly. 

The paper is good to pretty good and its quality suggests that the student took the assignment 

somewhat seriously and was moderately thoughtful in completing it, but could have done 

higher quality work with more time and/or effort. Students generally used accurate and 

appropriate references to topics covered in the paper, but additional or more relevant citations 

should have been used, and/or the citations were not correctly formatted/referenced. The full 

range and scope of the topic are not addressed fully. The paper format (single spaced, page 

limit, etc.) is mostly correct.  

“C” A “C” assignment is one that may have a few good ideas, but generally lacks organization 

and clarity. Significant improvement is needed in terms of organization, clarity, and writing 

style (e.g., strong topic statements, clear introduction/conclusion, fewer grammatical or 

typographical errors). Coverage of the assignment is haphazard and greater depth and/or 

explanation is needed throughout the paper. This paper often appears as if it needs moderate 

to significant revision and/or proofreading. The paper barely meets minimum expectations 

and is below average. It is unclear if the student read all 
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As members of the academic community, students accept both the rights and responsibilities 

incumbent upon all members of the institution. Students are encouraged to familiarize 

themselves with SJSU’s policies and practices pertaining to the procedures to follow if and when 

questions or concerns about a class arises. See University Policy S90–5 at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S90-5.pdf. More detailed information on a variety of related 

topics is available in the SJSU catalog, at http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/catalog/rec-

12234.12506.html. In general, it is recommended that students begin by seeking clarification or 

discussing concerns with their instructor. If such conversation is not possible, or if it does not 

serve to address the issue, it is recommended that the student contact the Department Chair as a 

next step. 

Dropping and Adding  

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade 

forgiveness, etc. Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at 

http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html. Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current 

academic year calendars document on the Academic Calendars webpage at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/. The Late Drop Policy is available at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current 

deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. Information about the latest changes and news is 

available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.  

Academic integrity  

Your commitment as a student to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State 

University. The University Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf requires you to be honest in all your academic course 

work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and 

Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/. Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. 

Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of 

another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions 

by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student 

unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include your assignment or any material you 

have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Integrity 

Policy S07-2 requires approval of instructors.  

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act  

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please email me to 

discuss as soon as possible. Presidential Directive 97-03 at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with 

disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center 

(AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edy.aec to establish a record of their disability. 

In 2013, the Disability Resource Center changed its name to be known as the Accessible 

Education Center, to incorporate a philosophy of accessible education for students with 

disabilities. The new name change reflects the broad scope of attention and support to SJSU 

students with disabilities and the University’s continued advocacy and commitment to increasing 

accessibility and inclusivity on campus. 

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/ located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students 
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Lab on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your 

department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library. 

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services 

located in IRC 112. These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; 
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