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San José State University 
Department of Justice Studies 

JS101 Critical Issues and Ideas in Justice, Section 01, Winter 2019 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Dina M. Kameda, M.S., M.A. 

Office Location: MacQuarrie Hall 508 

Telephone: (408) 832-9939 (cell phone - emergency only) 

Email: dina.kameda@sjsu.edu (preferred and best method of contact) 

Office Hours: Online only via e-mail 

Class Days/Time: Online 

Classroom: Online on Canvas 

Prerequisites: Upper division standing; JS 10, 12, 25 or FS 11; Co-requisite: JS 100w  

Course Format  

The mode of instruction for this course is online. Reliable access to a computer and the internet will be required. All 
written assignments will be submitted via Canvas, and must be in Microsoft Word (*.doc or *.docx). If you do not 
currently own Microsoft Word, the software (both PC and Mac) is available for free to students: 
http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/microsoft-students/index.html 

Canvas Course Page and e-mail 

Copies of course materials will be posted on Canvas. You are responsible for regularly checking your e-mail 
and Canvas (multiple times per week is recommended) regarding announcements, reminders, and any additional 
course materials. The majority of course materials will be posted in Adobe PDF format; if you choose to 
download them, you will need Adobe Reader to view the documents. There is no cost to download Adobe 
Reader (http://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/). Some course materials may need to be accessed via the 
internet (i.e., web sites). 

Course Description 
This course will cover an interdisciplinary, historical and comparative examination of justice concepts and 
controversies, including the state's role in promoting justice and perpetuating injustice; legitimate versus 
illegitimate violence; human rights, stateless persons, and the international community; the relationship between 
social justice and criminal justice.  

Note: A grade of "C" or better is required for Justice Studies majors. 
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Overview of Participation – What constitutes participation for an online course? 
In order to participate in an online course, one must: (1) regularly access the Canvas page for the course; (2) pay 
close attention to any module prerequisites (i.e., what must be accomplished before accessing the next module) 
and module completion requirements; (3) be very mindful of due dates and times for all time-restricted 
components of the course; and (4) carefully read the syllabus, fully read all announcements made by the 
instructor via Canvas, read all directions for course components. Beyond the completion of assigned readings, 
sufficient time must be spent contemplating the material for the purpose of being prepared to participate in 
potential Canvas Discussions or similar assignments, to complete quizzes, and exams. 

University Policies 
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic 
integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus 
Information web page

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

3 01/16/19 The New Jim Crow (NJC) 
Reading for today: Ch. 4 - 6 
Due today: Policy Paper (Upload to Canvas by 11:59 PM) 

3 01/17/19 Due today: The New Jim Crow Discussion Questions (Upload to Canvas by 
11:59 PM) 

3 01/18/19 Final Exam: Online - Open 01/18/19 (12:01 AM) though 01/18/19 (11:59 PM) 
 


