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 408-924-5513 

Email: mark.barash@sjsu.edu (preferred method of contact)  

Office Hours: Tuesdays: 10:30am to 12:00pm; Wednesdays: 12:30pm to 1:30pm; Online only (Zoom): 
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/6339297996 

Class Days/Time: Wednesday 9:00am – 11:30pm Online (via Zoom). Please register in advance: 
https://sjsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0ucumurDkjHd3FCZ2dDKup7hZ_ZqNeexrl  
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Course Requirements and Assignments 

Required Texts 

�x There is no dedicated textbook for this course. 
�x There are however other multiple resources required for this course, such as peer-reviewed papers, media 

articles and web sites. Links to required resources will be posted on Canvas. Check the site frequently. 

Classroom Protocol 

�x Students are expected to: attend all class meetings, arrive on time, stay for the duration of the class period, 
complete all readings and assignments in accordance with the dates on the course schedule. 

�x Students are responsible for all missed notes, materials and announcements due to absence. You are 
encouraged to exchange contact information with your class mates and use the Canvas resources to collaborate 
and keep in touch. 

 
Assignments addressing respective learning objectives 

The course requirements consist of six assessment tasks: 

1. Deliver one oral and one poster presentation during the course (25% total): CLO 1, 2, 4 & 5. 
2. Discussion leadership (5%): CLO 1,2 &5. 
3. Participation in weekly discussions (5%): CLO 1, 2 &5. 
4. Write a final research paper (30%): CLO 1 – 3 & 5. 
5. Create a digital media presentation of a research paper (30%):  CLO 1 – 5. 
6. Create a resume and cover letter. Identify jobsites and resources for networking (5%): CLO 1 & 6. 

Total: 100% 
 
Note: There is no final exam for this course. The assignments 5 and 6 considered the final assessment 
activity for this course. 
 

Detailed information about assignments and grading rubrics 

Assessment tasks 1-3: Oral and Poster Presentations (weight: 12.5% x2); Discussion lead (5%) and 
Participation in weekly discussions (5%). 
These are individual tasks. Each student will be responsible for offering two in-class presentations based on 
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• Don’

https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/documentation/doccse/nameyear/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
https://endnote.com/
https://refworks.proquest.com/
https://www.mendeley.com/?interaction_required=true
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member contribution. Your peers feedback will be incorporated in the final grade (e.g. a team member who hasn’t 
contributed to the task may receive an appropriate mark for this assignment, such as 0). 
Due date: This task will be due on the last two classes of the course, with potential adjustments based on students’ 
progress. Further details will be announced on Canvas. 
 
Grading criteri a 
You will be assessed on the content of your project report and application of digital media principles. Assessment 
feedback will be provided in the form of marks and comments. Assessment criteria include: 

�x Disciplinary knowledge (35%) – 10.5 points 
o Accuracy and completeness of information 
o Comprehensive research using available resources (textbooks, peer-reviewed papers) 

�x Professional skills (35%) – 10.5 points 
o Understanding and explanation of underlying scientific principles of the topic 

�x Communication skills (15%) – 4.5 points 
o Presentation of information (proper usage of professional language, lack of grammatical mistakes, 

well-structured and easy-to-comprehend presentation) 
o Use of digital media principles such as layout design, fonts, color, graphics and video principles 

to enhance communication of the topic 
�x 
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2. Students can write a research paper about their future career that is of interest to the student. The paper should 
be in either in CSE or APA format and contain an introduction, a body of research, and a conclusion. The 
length of a paper should be between 2 and 3 standard pages in 1.5 font. The paper must contain in-text citations 
from at least three sources (preferably peer-reviewed papers). Successful completion of this assessment task 
will add 1% to the final grade. 

3. Read and critique a current journal article (within the last 2 years) from any forensic science discipline. 
Discuss its relevance to forensic science and how it contributes to the advancement in the field. The paper 
will be in either CSE or APA format and contain an introduction, the body of research, and a conclusion. The 
length of a paper should be between 3 and 4 standard pages in 1.5 font. The paper must contain in-text citations 
from at least three peer-reviewed sources.  Successful completion of this assessment task will add 2% to the 
final grade. 

4. Additional extra credit opportunities will be announced in class and/or on Canvas. 

Please note, the maximum cumulative bonus grade you can get is 5 points (01 Tw 0.24g
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Department of Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. 
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully in 
interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. Graduates 
of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of careers and for 
advanced study in a variety 
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Tentative Course Schedule 
Notes about course schedule: The order of the discussed topics and their  focus may change according to 
students’ progress and/or any unforeseen circumstances. I reserve the right to change the schedule 
including the due dates, but only in a manner that benefits students (e.g., due dates can only be pushed 
back, never moved forward). 

Week Date Topics Assignments &  Deadlines  

1 08/19/2020 
Course introduction. 
Overview of assignments and 
expectations. 

Reading for today: Syllabus 
 

 

2 08/26/2020 
Crash course in forensic science. 
Topic for reading and discussion: 
“Sources of error in forensic science”. 

Check the relevant Module on 
Canvas. Read PCAST report (pages 
21-65; 151-153). 

 

3 09/02/2020 

Topics for reading and discussion:  
“Is forensic science truly reliable or is 
it junk science”?  
“Forensic science in the eyes of a judge 
& jury”.  
Brief overview of forensic DNA 
analysis: contemporary & emerging 
technologies; ethical and legal 
considerations (by instructor). 

Read PCAST report (pages 67-118; 
128-130). 
Weekly presentations. 
Check the relevant Module on 
Canvas for additional materials. 

 

4 09/09/2020 

Topics for reading and discussion: 
“Sources of bias in FS”; “Forensic 
science fallacies e.g. prosecutor's 
fallacy”. 

Weekly presentations. 
Check the relevant Module on 
Canvas. 
 

 

5 09/16/2020 

Scientific research and academic 
writing workshop.  
Discussing research paper and digital 
media presentation requirements. 

Check the relevant Module on 
Canvas. 

 

6 09/23/2020 

Lecture on digital media principals. 
“Wrongful convictions and 
exonerations”. 
“Implications of secondary and tertiary 
DNA transfer”; Low–template DNA 
testing” 

Weekly presentations. 
Check the relevant Module on 
Canvas. Swap CV and cover letter 
with your peers for feedback. 
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