
!"#$#%&'!(")*+(,-'./011!210-'3455'6161' '' 78&9'0'(:'0;''
'

 

San José State University 
Department of Justice Studies 

JS100W-01, Writing Workshop Fall 2020 

!"#$%&'()*'!")+(,+'-)."$/(+0")'

-)%+$#,+"$1' Susie M. Rivera, J.D., M.S., CPCC 

2..0,&'3",(+0")1' https://sjsu.zoom.us/my/susierivera  
 

4&5&67")&1' 408-206-3556 

8/(051' Susie.Rivera@sjsu.edu (canvas messaging is preferred method of 
communications) 

2..0,&'9"#$%1' Mondays and Wednesdays 730-830pm and by appointment 

!5(%%':(;%<40/&1' Monday and Wednesday 6:00-7:15PM 

!5(%%$""/1' ZOOM and Canvas 

=$&$&>#0%0+&%1' Grade of “C” or better in English 1B or equivalent; upper division standing; 
passage of Writing Skills Test; and completion of core GE requirements 

?8<@A@B'@+#*0&%'!(+&C"$;1'' This course satisfies Area Z, Written Communication II, a University Studies 
requirement. Students should note that courses to meet Areas R, S, and V of 
SJSU Studies must be taken from three different departments. 

D(,#5+;'E&F'=(C&'()*'GH@A@B'G&%%(C0)C''
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on my faculty 
web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/Susie.Rivera and/or on Canvas Leaning Management System course 
login website 
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attached as proof of submission. All assignments will be submitted on canvas unless instructor gives other 
instructions, 
 

A#%+0,&'@+#*0&%':&6($+/&)+'J&(*0)C'()*'E$0+0)C'=705"%"67;'

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. 
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 
in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime. 

!"#$%&':&%,$06+0")''
This in an integrated writing and research course designed to develop advanced communication skills which 
will be valuable for a career in the Justice System. Effective written communication skills are vital to success in 
any career, but are particularly important to the health care professional. The best method for improving these 
skills is through extensive practice, critical feedback, revision, and examination of models of excellence in 
communication. Students must earn a grade of “C” or better to pass this course. 
!"#$%&'?"(5%'()*'@+#*&)+'3&($)0)C'2FK&,+0L&% 

!"#$%&'?"(5%''
100W students will develop the following: 
 
1. A clear concise, effective writing style, exhibiting the mastery of the mechanics of writing 
2. Proficiency in research strategies and methodologies necessary to communicate complex ideas effectively 

and appropriately to both general and specific audiences 
3. The ability to read, interpret, and critically analyze scholarly literature within the field, and to respond 

critically both orally and in writing 
4. The ability to gather diverse supporting evidence from a variety of sources and appropriately cite these 

sources using APA-style formatting 
5. The ability to effectively express a position, using organized, clear, and concise wording in a variety formats 

to target different audiences 

@+#*&)+'3&($)0)C'2FK&,+0L&%'
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to meet the following learning objectives:  
?832'M1 produce discipline-specific written work that demonstrates upper division proficiency in: 1) language 
use; 2) grammar; and 3) clarity of expression 
?832'N: explain, analyze, develop, and criticize ideas effectively, including ideas encountered in multiple 
readings and expressed in different forms of discourse 

?832'O1 organize and develop essays and documents for both professional and general audiences. 
?832'P1 organize and develop essays and documents according to appropriate editorial and citation standards. 
?832'Q1 locate, organize, and synthesize information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose, and to 
communicate that purpose in writing. 
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DIAGNOSTICS and FINAL 

EXAM   POSSIBLE % 
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All handouts and assignments (except for the diagnostics and Final Exam) are or will be available on Canvas.  It 
is the student’s responsibility to have the appropriate handout for each class period.  Being well prepared for 
class includes checking the schedule well before each class and bringing the appropriate assignment or handout 
to class.  In some cases, a scoring guide is attached to the assignment.  Download and read the scoring guide 
before doing the assignment, and attach a copy of the scoring guide to each assignment you submit if required 
(you will be advised). 
 

2#+'".'!5(%%'R%%0C)/&)+%'
Out of class assignments will include an online search for scholarly sources/preparation of an APA reference 
list, preparation for oral presentations, development of a research paper outline and rough draft, the composition 
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submitting them. Late assignment submissions will not be accepted without a valid excuse which can be 
documented and substantiated in a timely manner. 
A grade of “C” is required to pass this course. 
 
Completion of all assignments is required to successfully pass this course, regardless of whether the assignment is 
for credit (i.e., points), or as a result of a late submission, the assignment is ineligible to receive points. While some 
assignments may not be worth credit (i.e., points), they are nonetheless still required. Your grade will be based 
on the points accrued throughout the semester. Grades will be determined based upon adherence to the specific 
criteria for each assignment. All assignments completed outside of class must follow the previously specified 
general formatting requirements stated under “Out of Class Assignments”. 
Written assignments will primarily be graded on content; however, assignments with poor writing mechanics 
and APA formatting will not be accepted, or will result in point deductions. Student shou
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Note that “All students have the right, within a reasonable time, to know their academic scores, to review their 
grade-dependent work, and to be provided with explanations for the determination of their course grades.”  See 
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!5(%%$""/'=$"+","5'
1. Students are expected to: attend all class meetings, arrive on time, stay for the duration of the class period, 

complete all readings and assignments in accordance with the dates on the course schedule. Frequently 
showing up late to class and/or leaving early is a disruption, and a violation of the student code of conduct. 

2. Students are responsible for all missed notes, materials and announcements due to absence (i.e., do not e-
mail the instructor asking about what you missed). You are encouraged to exchange contact information 
with someone in class just in case. 

3. Students are responsible to bring all course materials relevant to the course. 
4. Be prepared to participate in discussions and take careful notes. Note: participation does not include simply 

occupying a seat, nodding, shaking one’s head, or simply repeating what someone else has already 
contributed. Substantive contributions that foster an atmosphere of open discussion conducive to learning 
constitutes participation. 

5. 



!
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@+#*&)+'4&,7)"5"C;'J&%"#$,&%''
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@A@B'!"#)%&50)C'@&$L0,&%''

The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in Room 201, 
Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to provide 
consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an 
individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling 
Services website at http://www.sjsu.edu/counselingZ'
 
!R@R'@+#*&)+'@#,,&%%'!&)+&$'

The Student Success Center in the College of Applied Sciences and Arts (CASA) provides advising for 
undergraduate students majoring or wanting to major in programs offered in CASA Departments and 



!
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E&&U' :(+&' 4"60,%['J&(*0)C%['R%%0C)/&)+%[':&(*50)&%'

article critique assignment; explanation of format for outlining and submitting 
Article Critiques; assignment of article for AC#1/Diagnostic II. 

9()*"#+%: Article Critique Handout  
9"/&Y"$U<R%%0C)/&)+%: Download and read article for AC#1/Diagnostic II; 
Complete AC#1; prepare for Diagnostic II; download, review/print Part IV: 
Research Paper Outline'

6 9/21 & 9/23 
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E&&U' :(+&' 4"60,%['J&(*0)C%['R%%0C)/&)+%[':&(*50)&%'

RPRDs; discussion of in-class debate  

9"/&Y"$U<R%%0C)/&)+%
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E&&U' :(+&' 4"60,%['J&(*0)C%['R%%0C)/&)+%[':&(*50)&%'

=(6&$'=$&%&)+(+0")%'R33'Y&&U'

Last 
Class 

12/7  RC&)*(<4"60,1'=(6&$'=$&%&)+(+0")%' 

Final 
Exam 

12/9 D0)(5'&T(/'0%'%,7&*#5&'0)'"#$',5(%%$""/['E&*)&%*(;[':&,'\th'QMQ6/I
]O`6/e65&(%&')"+&'*0..&$&)+'+0/&'()*'*0..&$&)+'*(;'+7()')"$/(5',5(%%'
%&%%0")Z'
 (S06-4 Requires this meeting)* The final exam calendar (including for online 
classes) can be located here: http://www.sjsu.edu/calendars/ 

 
 


