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San José State University 
College of Social Science 

Department of Justice Studies 
JS100W, Writing Workshop 

Section 4, Fall 2020 
  

Instructor: Harold W. Peterson, JD 

Office Location: MacQuarrie Hall, Room 
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Prerequisites 
A grade of “C” or better in English 1B, a passing score on the Writing Skills Test (WST), 
upper division standing, and completion of the Core GE. 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit 
of credit, a minimum of forty- five hours over the length of the course (normally 3 hours 
per unit per week with 1 of the hours used for lecture) for instruction or 
preparation/studying or course related activities including but not limited to internships, 
labs, clinical practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations 
as described in the syllabus. 
 
SJSU Writing Requirement: 
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disruptive.  Students may take hand written notes during class.  Students may use computer 
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Discussions/Social Media/Class Participation:  Students may post to outside blogs or 
websites and receive additional credit for class participation.  The instructor will provide a 
list of approved websites and/or blogs.  Students must obtain instructor permission prior to 
posting to an outside website.  
 
 
    
In-Class Assignments/Class-Participation: Student will be required to complete/participate 
in-class assignments.  These assignments will test the student’s ability to review specific 
literature or events relating to a specific topic or event within a limited time.  The student 
will be required to read, analyze and prepare a short review of a specific literature or event 
relating to a specific topic.  Instructor will administer the in-class assignments throughout 
the semester.  Students will not receive notice of the in-class assignments; therefore, it is 
important that students attend class regularly. 
 

    This grade will be based on the in-class assignments, instructor’s judgment of students’ 
contributions to group discussions and class. 
 (CLO’s 1-6)  
 
In-class assignments may include any of the following:  
 

1) Critical Thinking 
2) Perspective Rewrite 
3) Grammar/Sentence Structure Rewrite 
4) Mini-Article Review 
5) Speech Writing 
6) Life Outline 
7) In-class Essay  
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Research Paper:  Students are required to write a research paper that is due at the end of 
the term.  This paper will cover a topic within the field of Justice Studies and will be 
persuasive in nature.  Each student will choose a topic from a list provided.  The discussion 
section of the research paper must be no longer than 1,500 words (not including the cover 
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plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s 
ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the 
University. Students must complete all assignments unless otherwise specified. If you 
would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to 
submit for another class, please note that the SJSU Academic Policy F06-1 requires 
approval of instructors. 
  
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act:  If you need course 
adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special 
arrangements in case of building evacuation, please make an appointment with me as soon 
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microphones, projection screens and monitors. 
  
 

Peer (Mentoring) Connections: Peer Connections offers free mentoring and tutoring 
services to undergraduate SJSU students. http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu 

Peer Connections has four locations on the SJSU main campus: 

• Student Services Center (SSC) 600, on the corner of 10th and San Fernando (inside 
the 10th Street parking garage building) 

• Martin Luther King, Jr. Main Library in room LL 67, just off of the elevator lobby 
on the lower level 

• Academic Success Center in Clark Hall, on the first floor next to the Computer Lab 
• The Living Learning Center (LLC) in Campus Village B. 

SJSU Writing Center:  The SJSU Writing Center located in Room 126 in Clark Hall offers 
a variety of resources to help students become better writers, including one-on-one tutoring 
sessions and numerous writing workshops.  All of the services are free for SJSU 
students.   http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/ 
  
CASA Student Success Center:  The Student Success Center located in MacQuarrie Hall, 
Room 533 (top floor) provides advising for undergraduate students majoring or interested 
in majoring in programs offered by CASA Departments and Schools.  The Student Success 
Center provides general education advising, assistance with changing majors, answers to 
academic policy related questions, meetings with peer advisors and/or various regularly 
scheduled presentations and workshops.  408-924-2910 http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






