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San José State University 
Justice Studies 

JS 114 (80), Research Methods, Fall 2020 

Course and Contact Information 
Instructor: (Sambuddha Ghatak, Ph.D.) 

Office Location: (MacQuarrie Hall 513, San Jose State University, San Jose, CA 95192-0050) 

Telephone: (408) (924 1836) 

Email: (sambuddha.ghatak@sjsu.edu) 

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays - 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm via Zoom 

Classroom: Zoom 

Course Format:                           Online 

Course Description (Required) 
Introduction to quantitative research methods used in Justice Studies includes exploring relationship of theory to 
empirical evidence and logic underlying methods of inquiry and ethics in conducting empirical research. 
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covered previously. Thus, it is in your best interest to stay current on the readings, follow power-point siles, and 
ask questions through email if you are unsure about a topic.  

Please note that this is an online course in which students will 1) watch videos of my course lectures that have 
been posted on Canvas, and 2) take online quiz, submit paper critiques and research note, and complete 
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Required Texts/Readings (Required) 

Textbook 

Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K. (2020). Fundamentals of Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice. Los 
Angeles, CA: Sage. ISBN: 9781544374055.  

Other Readings 

Other required readings will be posted on Canvas. The readings are subject to change by instructor. 

Course Requirements and Assignments (Required) 
 
Homework: 
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JS 114-80, Research Methods, FA 2020, Course Schedule 

The schedule is subject to change with fair notice and the notice will be made available by email.  

Course Schedule 
 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 
 

1 August 19 Collect the textbook and read the syllabus carefully 
 

 
2 

 
Aug 24-28 

 
Social Science Research: The basics 
 
Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K.  
Chapter 1: Science, Society, and Criminological Research   
 

 
3 

 
Aug 31- Sept. 4 

Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K.  
Chapter 2: The Process and Problems of Criminological Research   
 
 

 
4 

 
Sept. 8-11 

Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K.  
Chapter 3: Research Ethics and Philosophies  
 
 

5  
Sept. 14-18 
 

 
Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K.  
Chapter 4: Conceptualization and Measurement   




