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San José State University 
Department of Justice Studies 

JS122-02, Drugs and Society, FALL 2020 

COVID-19: Shelter in Place orders may impact resources available on campus and most 
have been converted to virtual accessibility 

Instructor: Susie M. Rivera, J.D., M.S., CPCC 

Office Location: https://sjsu.zoom.us/my/susierivera  

 

Telephone: 408-206-3556  

Email: Susie.Rivera@sjsu.edu 
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Always retain a copy of any e-mail with an assignment attached as proof of submission. All 
assignments will be submitted on canvas unless instructor gives other instructions. 

Justice Studies Department Reading and Writing Philosophy 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the 



 

Drugs and Society, JS122-02, Fall 2020  Page 3 of 15  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
LO1  Students should gain a theoretical understanding of the social construction of deviance, 

normalcy, and crime. They should be able to define and apply these concepts in the 
interpretation of current events and social phenomena. 

LO2  Students should gain a reasonable (empirical) understanding of the development of the 
US and global “war on drugs.” Specifically, students should be able to discuss and 
recognize the key “moral entrepreneurs,” private interests, and public stakeholders 
involved in the creation and perpetuation of the drug war. 

LO3  Students should be able to explain the historical and contemporary connections 
between criminalization of illicit substances and the oppressive (by definition) systems 
of racism and capitalism. 

Required Texts/Readings  

Required Textbook (Available at the Spartan Bookstore; ISBN: 9780393356465) 

Kuhn, C., Swartzwelder, S. & Wilson, W. (2019) Buzzed: The straight facts about the most 
used and abused drugs from Alcohol to Ecstasy. (5th ed.). New York, NY: W.W 
Norton and Company    

 



 

Drugs and Society, JS122-02, Fall 2020  Page 4 of 15  

Classroom Protocol for in class—apply appropriately to online classes 

 Classroom Protocol 
1. Students are expected to: attend all class meetings, arrive on time, stay for the 

duration of the class period, complete all readings and assignments in accordance 
with the dates on the course schedule. Frequently showing up late to class and/or 
leaving early is a disruption, and a violation of the student code of conduct. 

2. 
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dbgen/narr/catalog/rec-12234.12506.html. In general, it is recommended that students begin 
by seeking clarification or discussing concerns with their instructor.  If such conversation is 
not possible, or if it does not serve to address the issue, it is recommended that the student 
contact the Department Chair as a next step. 

Dropping and Adding 

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade 
forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at 
http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the 
current academic year calendars document on the Academic Calendars webpage at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/.  The Late Drop Policy is 
available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of 
the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes.  
 
Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/. 

Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material 

University Policy S12-7, http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf, requires students to 
obtain instructor’s permission to record the course and the following items to be included in 
the syllabus: 
 

• “Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when 
you are recording him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make 
audio or video recordings in this class. Such permission allows the recordings to be 
used for your private, 
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Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to 
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Peer Connections is located in three locations: SSC, Room 600 (10th Street Garage on the 
corner of 10th and San Fernando Street), at the 1st floor entrance of Clark Hall, and in the 
Living Learning Center (LLC) in Campus Village Housing Building B.  Visit Peer 
Connections website at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for more information. 

SJSU Writing Center  

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have 
gone through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all 
levels within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring 
services, the Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing 
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Course Requirements and Assignments  
 
SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students will 
spend a minimum of forty-five hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit 
per week), including preparing for class, participating in course activities, completing 
assignments, and so on. More details about student workload can be found in University 
Policy S12-3 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf. 
 

Assignments and Grading Policy 
Summary of Assignments 
Assignment    Due Date  Percentage of Final Grade 
Get to know you slide   Aug 21st  TBD 
Film Review#1   Sept 28th     12.5%  
Essay #1 (3-5 page)   Oct 9th       6.25% 
Essay #2 (3-5 page)   Oct 30th    6.25%  
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As all assignments must be submitted to pass the course, late assignments without a 
legitimate reason will still be accepted; however, no credit (i.e., points) will be 
assigned. Generally I do not offer Extra credit options, however, if an opportunity 
comes up as a good extra credit option (e.g. Ann Lucas Lecture Series), I will 
provide the instructions and opportunity to all students.  

 
Assignments/Exam 

General formatting requirements for written assignments include a cover page, page 
numbering, 1” margins, double-spacing, and Times New Roman font. All assignments must 
be written in formal English, with college-level writing mechanics and APA-
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Learning Assistance Resource Center 
The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student 
Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic 
potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support 
services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning 
assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website 
is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/. 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

First Paper Due 10/9 
 

8 
 

10/12 & 
10/14 

Topic(s): Inhalants/Steroids -All-Arounders/LSD/PCP/Club 
Drugs/Ecstasy 

Reading(s): Drugs, Society and Human Behavior Ch 16.  
Buzzed Ch 6 & 11. Drugs, Society and Human Behavior Ch 14.  

Buzzed Ch 3, 4 & 5 
Discussion Board #4 Due 10/16 

9 
 

10/19 & 
10/21 
 

Topic(s): Review of items that we did not have a chance to cover 
Readings: None 

Second Midterm 10/21-10/23 

10 

 




