
 
San José State University 

College of Arts and Sciences, Department of Justice Studies 
Sex and Justice, JS 130-07, Fall 2020 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Grace Howard 

Email: grace.howard@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 2-3pm via ZOOM or by appointment.  

Class Days/Time: 



http://my.sjsu.edu (or other communication system as indicated by the instructor) to learn of any 
updates. 

Course Description  
JS 130 surveys the relationship between sexuality and social and criminal justice. Students 
explore the nature and extent of sexual offenses against adults and children. A critical 
examination of recent public policies aimed at managing sexual aggression is included. 
 
Students in JS 130 examine legal cases, empirical research, and advocacy materials to explore 
how socially constructed norms shape the legal regulation of sexuality and sexual behavior, and 
how various elements of sex and sexuality have been criminalized, policed, and governed. We 
will critically examine how different populations engage the criminal justice system as offenders, 
victims and survivors of sexual violence, law enforcement, and treatment professionals.  

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
CLO 1: Demonstrate an understanding of how sex and sexuality intersects with and is treated by 
various institutions of social and criminal justice. 
CLO 2: Demonstrate an empirical understanding of the nature and extent of sexual offenses 
against adults and children. 
CLO 3: Demonstrate an understanding of various pieces of sex or sexuality related legislation 
and public policies surrounding sexual offending. 
CLO 4: Think critically about these issues and produce detailed, scholarly, and objective 
assessments that demonstrate their ability to conduct independent research and justify their 
perspective. 
CLO 5: Demonstrate their knowledge and familiarity with the material during class by 
contributing meaningfully and respectfully to class discussions.  
CLO 6: Students should read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level. 

Required Texts/Readings  
All readings will be posted on Canvas. 
 
Technology Requirements 
Students will need access to the Internet to complete readings and activities online, and to submit 
assignments and exams on the course website on Canvas.  
 
Library Liaison 
For help with library resources and library research (including the use of databases and online 
research materials—such as journal search engines), students are strongly encouraged to contact 
the Justice Studies Library Liaison Silke Higgins, MLIS, Academic Liaison Librarian  
4th Floor, King Library / Phone: 408-808-2118 / Email: silke.higgins@sjsu.edu 
 



 
Evaluation shall consist of Canvas Discussions (20%), Reflection Papers (20%), short quizzes on 
readings and lectures (10%), a legal case brief (10%), a current events presentation (10%) and an 
annotated bibliography (30%). 
 
Canvas Discussion / Activity Posts/ Participation (20% of final grade) 
Canvas Discussion / Activity Posts allow students to explore case studies, current events, 
documentaries, investigations, and debates in the field of Sexuality & Justice. Students should 
review the materials and provide original analysis in a post that links the issues to course 
readings and discussion themes.  
 
Reflection Papers (20%) 
We will cover a lot of ground and a lot of challenging topics together in this class. Your 
reflection papers are an opportunity to think over what you have learned. These short reflection 
papers should be 250-500 words long (ie, 1-2 p. double spaced). You should follow the prompts 
given on Canvas in modules. 
 
Quizzes (10% of final grade) 
Quizzes will be held online through Canvas. You may use your class notes but you should work 
on these quizzes on your own. 
 
Case Brief (10%) 
Students are required to brief a court case! You will read a US Supreme Court Case and then will 
write a legal brief. We will go over this assignment more in depth as it gets closer. 
 
Current Events Presentation (10%) 
At some point over the semester, you are required to post a short presentation of a current event. 
This can be a few minutes of audio or video, a flyer, a short, written statement with some 
pictures, etc. You will present not only relevant information but will also make the sex and 
justice implications of your current event clear. 
 
Annotated Bibliography (30% of final grade) 
We will discuss this in more detail later in the semester. Your final assignment in this course is 
the creation of an annotated bibliography on a sex and justice topic.  
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A “C” or higher is required to receive credit for this course toward a Justice Studies or Forensic 
Science Major. 
 
SJSU Workload Expectations 
SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students will 
spend a minimum





The Department of Justice Studies is committed to sc



Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to 
make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment 
with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with 
disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center 
(AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edu/aec to establish a record of their disability. 

Accommodation to Students' Religious Holidays 
San José State University shall provide accommodation on any graded class work or activities 
for students wishing to observe religious holidays when such observances require students to be 
absent from class. It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor, in writing, about 
such holidays before the add deadline at the start of each semester. If such holidays occur before 
the add deadline, the student must notify the instructor, in writing, at least three days before the 
date that he/she will be absent. It is the responsibility of the instructor to make every reasonable 
effort to honor the student request without penalty, and of the student to make up the work 
missed.  See University Policy S14-7 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf. 

SJSU Counseling Services (Optional) 

The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in 
Room 201, Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors 
are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or 
psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an 
appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling Services website at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling. 
Technology Requirements



●   Limit Your Distractions/Avoid Multitasking: You can make it easier to focus on the 
meeting by turning off notifications, closing or minimizing running apps, and putting your 
smartphone away (unless you are using it to access Zoom). 
●   Use Appropriate Virtual Backgrounds: If using a virtual background, it should be 
appropriate and professional and should NOT suggest or include content that is objectively 
offensive or demeaning. 



Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 
 Unit 1: What is this place and what are we doing here? 
8/19 
Zoom 

Introduction and Welcome  
Course overview, class contract 
Introduction to the study of law, gender, sex, and sexuality and the justice system. 
 

8/24 Defining Terms 
What is sex? What is gender? What is sexuality? 

8/26 
Zoom 

Sexuality Research: Historical Perspectives 
*Last day to drop course without an entry on student’s record 

8/31 Sexuality Research: Historical Perspectives 
 

9/2 
Zoom 

Sex Education Overview 
 

9/7  
 

The Sex and Gender Binary 

9/9 
Zoom 

Criminal Regulation of Sex Acts: The Limits of Morality and Consent 
 

 Unit 2: Violence 
9/14 Rape and Related Offenses 
9/16 
Zoom 

Rape and Related Offenses 

9/21 Confronting Sexual Violence and Harassment 
9/23 
Zoom 

Confronting Sexual Violence and Harassment 



 

11/9 Contemporary Issues in Reproduction 
11/11 
NO 
Zoom 

TAKE A BREAK! 

11/16 Sexual Privacy and LGBTQ Rights in the Courts 
11/18 
Zoom 

LGBTQ Rights 

11/23 Gay Marriage 
11/25 
NO 
Zoom 

TAKE A BREAK! 

11/30 Criminalization of HIV Transmission 
12/2 
Zoom 

Governing Sex and Sexual Communities: BDSM and Polyamory 
 

12/7 Final Class, Closing Thoughts, Goodbyes  
12/18 GRADES DUE FROM FACULTY. END OF FALL SEMESTER!!! 


