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Course Goals and Learning Objectives 
 
The student learning and content goals for Area B4 courses include the following (1-6): 
 
1. Using mathematical methods to solve quantitative problems. Throughout the course, we will 
use basic mathematical operations to solve some statistical problems.  Others will be solved by 
use of statistical software, putting to work these mathematical operations in more complex ways.  
We will use statistical formulas for both application and understanding.  Students will need to be 
familiar with basic algebraic operations. Test items will typically be multiple choice, short 
answer, and essay, including word problems. 
 
2. Using mathematics to solve real life problems. Practice problems and tests questions will be, 
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Required Software 

 
SPSS is required for much of the homework assignments.  Fortunately, a student license is 
available for free from SJSU online: 
 
http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/#spss  
 
Alternatively, if you bring a thumbdrive at the Academic Technology Computer Center in 
CL102 (Their hours: Monday - Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 9:45 p.m. / Fridays: 8:00 a.m. - 4:45 p.m).  
 
Alternatively, students may borrow a computer with SPSS from the Student Computing Services 
at the Library for a week at a time. 
 

Course Requirements and Assignments 
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Quizzes (24 Points) 
 
There will be three Quizzes.  Each Quiz will cover the past topics since the previous Quiz.  
Formulas will not be provided.  Each Quiz is worth 8 points.  
 
 
Final (22 Points) 
 
The Final will be cumulative and worth 22 Points.  Formulas will not be provided.   
 

Grading Policy 
The final course grade will be based on a 100-point scale. Since the grade is based on mastery of 
the material, it is theoretically possible for everyone to earn an A.   
 
My grading scale is:     The grade is composed of: 
98 – 100 A+ 92 – 97 A 90 – 91 A-  In-Class Assignments 22 points 
88 – 89 B+ 82 – 87 B 80 – 81 B-  Homework  32 points 
78 – 79 C+ 72 – 77 C 70 – 71 C-  Quizzes  24 points 
68 – 69 D+ 62 – 67 D 60 – 61 D-  Final Exam  22 points 
59 and below F     Total:   100 points 
 
Extra Credit 
There will be Extra Credit assignments, including the first set of ‘algebra primers’. 
 

Note that “All students have the right, within a reasonable time, to know their academic scores, 
to review their grade-dependent work, and to be provided with explanations for the 
determination of their course grades.”  See University Policy F13-1 at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf for more details. 

Classroom Protocol 

Instructor’s Note on Communication 
Office hours will be conducted in person and through Blackboard Collaborate sessions via 
CANVAS.  I will post announcements about the specific dates and times. 
As you know, a university degree is a significant undertaking and requires a high level of 
commitment, time management, organization, and initiative. Thus, it is in your best interest to 
stay on top of the readings and keep in touch with the instructor. The best way to keep in touch is 
in-person during office hours (virtually), or at another time by appointment. If you cannot meet 
with me in person (virtually), I prefer that you email me. Emails will be mostly only responded 
to during business hours (Monday through Friday only). Please note: all communication 
regarding assignment grades and exam grades must be conducted in person and not via email. 
When you send me an email please put “JS 15 Section 1” and your full name in the subject line. 
Emails without this will most likely be discarded without response.   
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University Policies:  
The Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs maintains university-wide policy 
information relevant to all courses, such as academic integrity, accommodations, etc. 
You may find all syllabus related University Policies and resources information listed on GUP’s 
Syllabus Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/  
In addition, I wanted to emphasize the following for this course: 

Student Technology Resources  
Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/ located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students 
Lab on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your 
department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library. A wide 
variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located 
in IRC 112. These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; video, 
slide and overhead projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless 
microphones, projection screens and monitors. 




