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Course Description 
This undergraduate course is designed to explore the influence of feminism on the study of 
crime, in combination with feminist methodology and how it can contribute to the discussions of 
women, gender, and crime. Students will discuss how fear about victimization is a gendered 
experience. In this course, students will engage in conversations regarding stalking, and the 
highlights of cyberstalking. Focus will be on international issues for women, which includes 
discussions on crimes such as human trafficking, honor-based violence, witch- burning, genital 
mutilation, and rape as a war crime. There will be discussion on victimization of women by 
crimes of rape and sexual assault, with emphasis on military and campus sexual assault, LGBTQ, 
and racial and ethnic factors. The class will conduct research on the topics of gender-neutral 
theories, justice-involved girls, and the changing definitions of delinquency that 
disproportionately and negatively impacts young girls, and self-



Course Requirements and Assignments 
A student’s final grade is based on completion of several assignments and activities, including 
reflective written assignments, discussion forums, a legal case brief, and a case study using a 
gender lens.  
 
Evaluation shall consist of Canvas Discussions (20%), Reflection Papers (20%), short quizzes on 
readings and lectures (10%), a legal case brief (10%), and a gender and crime case study (40%). 
 
Canvas Discussion / Activity Posts/ Participation (20% of final grade) 
Canvas Discussion / Activity Posts allow students to explore case studies, current events, 
documentaries, investigations, and debates in the field of Sexuality & Justice. Students should 
review the materials and provide original analysis in a post that links the issues to course 
readings and discussion themes.  
 
Reflection Papers (20%) 
We will cover a lot of ground and a lot of challenging topics together in this class. Your 
reflection papers are an opportunity to think over what you have learned. These short reflection 
papers should be 250-500 words long (ie, 1-2 p. double spaced). You should follow the prompts 
given on Canvas in modules. 
 
Quizzes (10% of final grade) 
Quizzes will be held online through Canvas. You may use your class notes but you should work 
on these quizzes on your own. 
 
Case Brief (10%) 
Students are required to brief a court case! You will read a US Supreme Court Case and then will 
write a legal brief. We will go over this assignment more in depth as it gets closer. 
 
Case Study (40%) 
You will be working on your case study throughout the semester. More info soon! 
 
Grading Information 
This course will be using the +/- system on final grades based on the following percentages: 
98-100: A+  77-79: C+ 
94-97: A  74-76: C 
90-93: A- 70-73: C- 
87-89: B+  67-69: D+ 
84-86: B  64-66: D 
80-83: B-  60-63: D- 

0-59: F 
 

A “C” or higher is required to receive credit for this course toward a Justice Studies or Forensic 
Science Major. 
 
SJSU Workload Expectations 





If you or a friend is in need of emotional support, please visit SJSU’s Counseling and 
Psychological Services (CAPS) www.sjsu.edu/counseling service. Phone: (408) 924-5910. 
Location: Student Wellness Center, Room 300. 

 
Additional confidential services include: 

 
Next Door: (408) 279-2962, www.nextdoor.org, 234 E. Gish Road, Suite 200, San José CA 
95112; YWCA Silicon Valley: 24 Hour Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Support Hotline, 
(408) 295-4011, www.ywca-sv.org, 375 S. Third Street, San José, CA 95112.  



personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. Graduates of the 
Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 
careers and for advanced study 



disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center 
(AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edu/aec to establish a record of their disability. 
Accommodation to Students' Religious Holidays 
San José State University shall provide accommodation on any graded class work or activities 
for students wishing to observe religious holidays when such observances require students to be 
absent from class. It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor, in writing, about 
such holidays before the add deadline at the start of each semester. If such holidays occur before 
the add deadline, the student must notify the instructor, in writing, at least three days before the 
date that he/she will be absent. It is the responsibility of the instructor to make every reasonable 
effort to honor the student request without penalty, and of the student to make up the work 
missed.  See 





 
 

11/11 
NO 
Zoom 

TAKE A BREAK! 

11/16 State Control of Female Body 
 Unit 5- Gender and Work in CJ Institutions 
11/18 
Zoom 

Unit Intro: Work in CJ Institutions 

11/23 Work in Courts 
11/25 
NO 
Zoom 

TAKE A BREAK! 

11/30 Work in Prison 
12/2 


