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San José State University 
Justice Studies Department 

JS 151 Criminological Theory (Section 80)                                                                                           
Fall 2020 

Instructor: Dr. Yoko Baba 

Office Location: TBD 

Telephone: TBD 

Email: Yoko.baba@sjsu.edu (preferred/best method of contact) 

Office Hours:  
Thursday from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
Email Correspondence from Monday through Friday 
 

Class Days/Time: Online (Zoom Meeting on Thursday from 4:30 to 7:15 p.m.) 

Classroom: Online  

Prerequisites: 
 

 

Prerequisites: JS 10, JS 12, JS 25 or FS 11                          
Pre/Co-requisite: JS 100W for JS Majors  
 
 

Course Format 

Online instruction is used. 

 
Online Course 
 
All instruction takes place online with no physical in-person or campus meetings. Internet connectivity, 
computer, and access to software apps (i.e., Microsoft Office, Adobe, Canvas, and Zoom) are required for this 
class. You are expected to have Zoom audio capability. 
 

Catalog Course Description  

Analysis of the nature and extent of crime, including causation and prevention. Descriptions of offenses, 
criminal typologies and victim surveys. Evaluation of various control and prevention strategies. Prerequisite: JS 
10, JS 12, JS 25 or FS 11. Pre/Co-requisite: JS 100W Note: Must achieve a grade of "C" or better to fulfill 
Justice Studies major requirements. 
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Department of Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 
 
The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. 
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 
in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime. 
 

Course Goals  
 
The goals of the course are: (1) to be familiar with various perspectives of criminal behavior, underlying 
assumptions of these perspectives and key terms; (2) to assess and analyze research concerning current issues in 
crime and the criminal justice system critically; and (3) to see linkage between theories, research and practical 
social control policies.  
 
 
Course Learning Outcomes (CLO): 
 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 
CLO #1 Demonstrate an ability to integrate and apply different theoretical perspectives to explain a range of 
specific criminal offenses, and be able to compare and construct the strengths and weaknesses of those theories.  
 
CLO #2 Demonstrate substantive knowledge about the measurement of crime and discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of major sources of crime rate. 
 
CLO #3 Demonstrate substantive knowledge about the extent and severity of formal and informal responses to 
various types of crime and offenders. 
 
CLO#4 Demonstrate a thorough understanding of the prevalence of various types of crime, and the 
characteristics of likely offenders and victims. 

 

Required Texts/Readings  
The following books are required textbooks: 
(1) Akers, R.L., Sellers, C.S., & Jennings, W.G. (2016). !"#$#%&'&(#)*'+,-.&"#./0+1%2"&34)2#&%5+67*'4*2#&%5+*%3+

899'#)*2#&%+(7th edition). New York, NY: Oxford University. ISBN: 9780190455163 
(2) Reiman, J. & Leighton, P. (2017). ,-.+:#)-+;.2+:#)-."+*%3+2-.+<&&"+;.2+<"#/&%0+13.&'&(=5+!'*//5+*%3+

!"#$#%*'+>4/2#). (11th edition). New York, NY: Routledge. ISBN:  9781138193963  
(3) Fox, J.A., Levin, J., & Quinet, K. (2019). ,-.+?#''+2&+@#''0+A*B#%(+C.%/.+&D+

+C.%/.'.//+A4"3."+(5th edition). Los Angeles, CA: Sage. ISBN: 9781506365961 
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Library Liaison  
 
Nyle Monday
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Reading analyses are designed to review and enhance your learning of the week’s topic by reading the 
Assigned Book Chapter(s) and Articles. After reading materials, you need to answer the questions listed in 
this section.  
 

Follow the above guidelines for written assignments. You need to complete your answers in an essay 
format. You must 
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---------------------------------------- 

 
• Miller, H.V., Jennings, W.S., Alvarez-Rivera, L.L. & Miller, J.M. (2008). Explaining Substance Use 

Among Puerto Rican Adolescents: A Partial Test of Social Learning Theory. >&4"%*'+&D+E"4(+1//4./5 38 
(1), 261-283. 

 
Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
(a) After reading the above article, briefly define several important concepts included in the article. 
(b) In two to three sentences, explain what the authors are trying to get across. 
(c) What did the authors find?  
 
 
===================================== 
 
(Reading Analysis #1. 5) (25 points total) 
Due on September 22 (Tuesday) at 11:59 p.m. 
 
Ch. 6 (Social Bonding and Control Theories) 
Akers, Sellers, & Jennings (Criminological Theory) 
 
 
Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain 5 key concepts and/or 
principles 
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Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain 5 key concepts and/or 
principles (in statements).  
 
 
------------------------------------------- 
 

• Adams, M.S., Robertson, C.T., Gray-Ray, P. & Ray, M.C. (2003). Labeling and Delinquency. 
83&'./).%).5+38 (149), 171-186. 

 
 
Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
(a) After reading the above article, briefly define several important concepts included in the article. 
(b) In two to three sentences, explain what the authors are trying to get across. 
(c) What did the authors find? Examine which labeling, informal (i.e., teacher, family, and peer) or formal 
labeling, was a source of negative labeling for which type of delinquency? 
 
--------------------------------------------- 
 

• Chambliss, W. J. (1972) The Saints and the Roughnecks. 
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After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain 5 key concepts and/or 
principles (in statements).
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_______________________________ 
 

• Herbert, Bob (1995). “Central American Free Trade Zones Exploit Girls” (excerpted) shown in ,-.+G.F+
H&"B+,#$./, July 26. Retrieved from http://pangaea.org/street_children/latin/maquil.htm 

 
 
Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
After reading the above article, answer the following questions. 
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(b) How has the women’s liberation movement contributed to a rise in girl-on-girl violence, if any contribution? 
Discuss this question in relation to Rita Simon’s Opportunity Hypothesis (see the criminological Theories 
textbook on p.270). 
(c) How does Frieda Adler’s Masculine Hypothesis (See the Criminological Theories textbook on pp. 269 - 270) 
explain a rise in girl-on-girl violence? 
 
 
-------------------------------------------- 

 
• Britt, Robert Roy (2006). “Girls Gone Bad: Statistics Distort the Truth.” April 10. 

Retrieved from http://www.livescience.com/4048-girls-bad-statistics-distort-truth.html   
 
 
Questions C: (about 1 page) 
 
(a) What is the author’s counterargument to Scelfo’s argument? 
(b) How does the author explain the increase in female arrests? 
(c) How does Meda Chesney-Lind explain the rise in arrests for females in the article?  
 
 
------------------------------------------- 
 

• Reckdenwald, A. & Parker, K.F. (2008). The Influence of Gender Inequality and marginalization on 
Types of Female Offending. I&$#)#3.+C243#./, 12, 2, 208-226. 
 

 
Questions D: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
(a) What did the authors try to find out in this article? 
(b) What types of crimes did the authors include to test in the article? Why did they choose these crimes? 
(c) Explain the economic marginalization hypothesis. 
(d) Which questions (variables) of Gender Inequality were related to which crimes (crimes were defined in #2)? 
(e) Which questions (variables) of Economic Marginalization were related to which crimes (crimes were 
defined in #2)? 
(f) Present short summary of the authors’ findings related to gender inequality and economic marBca ej( Bh ca ej( Bria ej( Bma ej( Bea ej( Bsa sej( B (ca ej(
Bria ej(j 
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Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
After reading the above article, answer the following questions. 
(a) Fox, Levin, and Quinet (2012) stated that crack cocaine and gang violence occurred in minority 
neighborhoods in inner-city communities (Ch. 6). Why did school shootings occur in suburban/rural 
communities? Answer the following Questions. 
        1) Discuss Fox et al.’s points presented in the textbook. 
        2) Discuss Kidd and Meter’s points discussed in the above article. 
(b) Present a profile of the multiple-victim school shooting offender in rural and small town communities 
described by Kidd and Meyer. 
 
------------------------------------------ 
 
Ch. 1 (Crime Control in America: Nothing Succeeds Like Failure)  
Reiman & Leighton (The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison) 
 
 
Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain 5 key concepts and/or 
principles (in statements).  You also discuss the Pyrrhic defeat theory included in this reading.  
 
 
-------------------------------------------- 
 
Ch. 2 (A Crime by Any Other Name . . .)  
Reiman & Leighton (The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison) 
 
 
Questions C: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain 5 key concepts and/or 
principles (in statements).   
 
 
========================================= 
 
(Reading Analysis #1. 12) (25 points total) 
Due on November 17 (Tuesday) at 11:59 p.m. 
 
 
Ch. 3 (. . . And the Poor Get Prison)  
Reiman & Leighton (The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison) 
 
 
Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
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Note 1: Reading Analysis (25 points x 12 = 300 points) 
You can drop one Reading Analysis
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

 
After reading the above article, evaluate how the Rational Choice Theory may 
work better with some types of crimes or criminals than with others (white-collar 
criminals vs. street criminals). Answer the question by referring to eight points of 
fundamentals of the Rational Choice Theory included in the article (p. 37). 
 
 

5 September 
17  

(Zoom Meeting) 
 
(Reading Analysis #1. 4 – 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

type of delinquency? 
 
_______________________________ 
 

• Chambliss, W. J. (1972) The Saints and the Roughnecks. 
 
Questions C: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
After reading the above article, answer the following questions. 
(a) Why were the Saints seen as good boys and the Roughnecks seen as bad boys? 
(b) The conventional wisdom is that criminals are different from noncriminals, 
that bad things are done by bad people. To what extent does the information 
presented in Chambliss’ article contradict the conventional wisdom? 
(c) In what specific way did differences in social class (for example, economic 
resources and cultural capital) contribute to the community’s different treatment 
of and regard for the Saints and the Roughnecks? 
 

8 October 8 (Zoom Meeting) 
 
(Reading Analysis #1. 7 – Ch. 8 by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings)  
 
Due on October 6 (Tuesday) at 11:59 p.m. 
 
Ch. 8 (Social Disorganization Theory) 
Akers, Sellers, & Jennings (Criminological Theory) 
 
Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages)  
 
After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain 5 
key concepts and/or principles (in statements).  
 
--------------------------------------------  
 

• Edwards, Katie M., Mattingly, Marybeth J., Dixon, Kristiana J., & 
Banyard Victoria L. (2014). Community Matters: Intimate Partner 
Violence Among Rural Young Adults. 
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Week Date 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

Ch. 4 (To the Vanquished Belong the Spoils: Who is Winning the Losing War 
Against Crime?) 
Reiman & Leighton (The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison) 
 
 
Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 
 
After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain 5 
key concepts and/or principles (in statements).  You also discuss the Pyrrhic 
defeat theory included in this reading. 


