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Required Texts/Readings  

Textbook 

1. Howell, James, & Griffiths, Elizabeth,  (2019) Gangs in America's Communities- 3rd Edition: Sage 
Publishing   ISBN : 9781544300221  Can be purchased from Sage Publishing, and/or Amazon 

2. English, T.J., Born to Kill “ The Rise and Fall of America’s Bloodiest Asian Gang (1995).               
ISBN #978
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 Assignments/Activity Due Date Weight Corresponding CLO 
Papers Equally weighted  35% 1, 2, 3 
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Examinations  (35%) 
 
 
Quizzes 
 
Six quizzes will be assigned and must be completed by the designated due date and time. Students are 
encouraged to take all quizzes as a way to stay current with course material throughout the course and receive 
feedback on comprehension of key concepts. Please plan and prepare for each quiz.  See the course schedule for 
quiz dates.   
 
Final Exam 
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Note that “All students have the right, within a reasonable time, to know their academic scores, to review their 
grade-dependent work, and to be provided with explanations for the determination of their course grades.”  See 
University Policy F13-1 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf for more details. 

Classroom Protocol. 
As a note of caution; the content of this course can raise sensitive issues. Given this, students should express 
and conduct themselves with the utmost respect and awareness of the potential impact on others based on 
statements written or views expressed. Students are to become familiar with Netiquette. More information can 
be found on the internet under “10 Netiquette Guidelines Online Students Need to Know.”  
 
It is expected students will keep up with the course and its deadlines by checking for updates, new material and 
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JS 156: Gangs, Criminal Syndicates & Justice 2020, Fall Online               
Course Schedule 

 
The following is an agenda for the semester including topics, readings, assignments, activities and the final 
exam. This course schedule provides a general plan that is subject to change with fair notice. JF+. TJ ET0.2'+D+; *92.+ 7 #
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

 
4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9/7/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
9/9/2020 

 
 
Module 2: (Weeks 4-5) 
Reading Textbook:   Chapter 2: Myths and Realities of Youth Gangs 
Reading Article: TBA 
Discussion 
Assignment 
 
Assignment Activity  Discussion on Reading article (9/7/20)   
Discussion                                                                                
 

5 
 

9/14/2020 
 
 
9/16/2020 

Reading Textbook :  Chapter 3: Defining Gangs and Gang Members 
QUIZ (2) Chapters 2-3 
 
Reading article: TBA 
Virtual Guest Speaker: TBA 
1st Assignment Due 

6 9/21/2020 
 
 
 
9/23/2020 

Module 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

 
 
14 

 
 
11/16/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
11/18/2020 

 
 
Module 7: (Weeks 14- 15 )  
Virtual Community Project Due 
Discussion 
Assignment 
Quiz (6) 
  
Reading Textbook: Chapter 10: What Works: Intervention and Suppression  
Discussion 
TedTalk: TBA 
Reading Article 
Assignment 
 

15 11/23/2020 
11/25/2020 
 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

16  
11/30/2020 
 
 
 
 
12/2/2020 
 
 
 
  

 
Module 8:  (Weeks 16-17-18)                                                                        
Reading Article: TBA 
Discussion 
Assignment 
 
Reflection on critical thinking article: TBA 
Discussion                                                       

17 12/7/2020 
 
 
 

Recap on material for Final 
Last Day of Class 
 

18 12/10/2020 
Thursday 

Final Exam  -Time Specific (Chapters 7-10 and Handouts). 5:15PM to 7:30PM.  
 
*If you have conflict (documented and substantiated in a timely manner) with the 
Final schedule, let me know at least a month in advance for consideration to be 
scheduled to take the Make-up Final on Wednesday 12/16/2020.  
 

 


