


grapple with the question “what is deviance?” Next, we explore theories that seek to explain how 
one becomes deviant and navigates a deviant identity. Finally, we apply 2 the theories to various 
contemporary forms of deviant behavior and identities, paying particular attention to the role of 
power in constructing deviance in our society. 

Department’s Course Learning Outcomes: From this course, you will be able to:  

1. Explain and apply competing theories of deviance.   

2. Prepare analyses and recite the scholarly journals defining the theories relating deviance and 
the structures that underlie it. 4. Compare and contrast how deviance is defined by and for 
various cultures. Achieved through the readings, class discussions, papers, and exams.  

5. Define and understand the differences between deviant and non-deviant behaviors.  

6. Critically analyze these differences using theories.  

7. Analyze the implications of constructions of deviance for individuals labeled in this way and 
for society.  

8. Develop policies to help solve some of the problems and inequities caused by concepts of 
deviance.  

9. Read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level.  

Required Texts/Readings Constructions of Deviance: Social Power, Context, and Interaction , 
8th Edition Patricia A. Adler; Peter Adler, ISBN-10: 1-305-09354-2; ISBN-13: 978-1-305-
09354-6 

Course Assignments: 

1. Group work includes discussions of readings and debating issues.  
2. Quizzes on reading and lectures will be given individually and in groups. 
3. Individual assignments will be given on selected readings, films and lectures.  
4.  I will call on students randomly during class. If you are absent, no points. Questions can 



3. Paper should be 12 pages to 15 pages excluding title page but including references. 
APA style, 12 point type. 

 

Assignment Requirements 

For written assignments: 

1. Use proper grammar and spelling. Make sure to edit at least once and use spell check. 
Obvious misspelling will result in missed points.  

2. Please put answers in your words. No cut and paste! 
3. Make sure your answers come from the reading and not from Google. 
4. In your answers, make sure you prove to me that you have DONE THE READING. 
5. Make sure to send a word doc or pdf for ALL assignments. Anything else will result in 

no points. 
6. For assignments, do your own work. Copying others’ answers will result on a zero on 

the assignment and academic discipline.   

San Jose State is gaining in its reputation as an academic institution and your graduation from 
this school and major looks impressive on a resume. This class is designed to increase your 
academic rigor and add to Justice Studies’ reputation. The class will challenge you academically 
and personally. Consequently, complete assignments on time and stretch your mind. If you 
expect to slide, you will fail the class, the major, the school, and mostly, yourself. If you are 
unprepared for such a challenge, please take another class or another instructor.   

 

E-mail Policy  

Feel free to e-mail the instructor at any time (I check often); however, please adhere to the e-mail 
guidelines below:  



Required Texts/Readings  

Read



 

Written assignments will primarily be graded on content; however, poor writing mechanics and 
APA formatting will be result in a point deduction. Assistance with APA can be found at: 





Peer Connections is located in three locations: SSC, Room 600 (10th Street Garage on the corner 
of 10th and San Fernando Street), at the 1st floor entrance of Clark Hall, and in the Living 
Learning Center (LLC) in Campus Village Housing Building B.  Visit Peer Connections website 
at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for more information. 

SJSU Writing Center  

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone 
through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels 
within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the 
Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an 
appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, 
visit the Writing Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter. For additional resources 
and updated information, follow the Writing Center on Twitter and become a fan of the SJSU 
Writing Center on Facebook. (Note: You need to have a QR Reader to scan this code.) 

  

SJSU Counseling Services  

The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in 
Room 201, Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors 
are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or 
psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an 
appointment or learn more information, visit 



 Class three, August 26: Crusaders, (Reagan, Malcolm X, MLK) moral panic.  

ASSIGNMENT: Is Donald Trump a crusader? Why or why not? If so, what issues does he 
crusade? Have the police become deviant? One to two pages. Due Saturday, 11:59p.m. Debate 
group 1 vs 2 on Wednesday, Sept. 2 

WEEK THREE – General d



WEEK EIGHT – Debates and deviance 

 Class one, Oct. 12: Midterm  

 Class two, Oct. 14: Debate evaluation. Quiz preview 

WEEK NINE – Deviance, Donald Trump and acceptable deviance 

 Class one, Oct. 19 is Donald Trump deviant? Quiz on debate evaluation and 5%)6%7"&)
?. 

 Class two, Oct. 21 how does he get away with it? Trump and toxic masculinity. 

 Assignment: Read chapter 44 in Adler. Two page paper on Trump questions - Employ a 
theory to explain why Trump is deviant, why he gets away with it, and why white women voted 
for him by 52 percent in the last election.  

WEEK TEN - Intersectionality and deviance 

 Class one, Oct. 19: What is intersectionality. 0&:.')Clips 

 Class two, Oct. 21: 0&:.')and intersectionality. Quiz preview. 

ASSIGNMENT: Beth Richie, @%7A$9$J(

 



Class two, Nov. 18: Deviance protections Quiz preview 

WEEK FIFTEEN – Deviance and right to privacy 

 Class one, Nov. 23: Lawrence case, Roe case. 

 ASSIGNMENT: Read cases, quiz preview 

 Class two, Nov. 25: No class 

WEEK SIXTEEN –
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