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Can I do ______ for my action? 
Please refer to the details about this on the syllabus. You need to detail your action plan in your proposal and I will provide feedback on all proposals, 
including if your proposed action meets the requirements. 
 
Can my presentation be longer than five minutes? 
As the saying goes brevity is the soul of wit. The goal is for you to present the most important, relevant and interesting information in a thoughtful 
and engaging presentation. Please keep the presentation to five minutes. You donôt need to re-record your video if you run over by 10-30 seconds, 
but try to keep the presentation to five minutes. 
 
Can I use photos and a slide deck for my presentation? 
No. The presentation shouldnôt include any audio or visual aids. What is most important is your ability to present the information in a compelling 
way. 
 
Mod
ule 

http://action.hrw.org/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1908&ea.campaign.id=40786&_ga=2.14172401.752251827.1503280197-1628875247.1494809666
http://act.amnestyusa.org/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1839&ea.campaign.id=27968
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11R76984FeWPeb_PLanBe8Hfevr_MC1qIczl_4re7sAE/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11R76984FeWPeb_PLanBe8Hfevr_MC1qIczl_4re7sAE/edit


● Goodhart - The Universalism of Human Rights, pg. 19-24  
● Bio on:  

○ Eleanor Roosevelt 

your participation within a week of 
completion. 

3 9/6 Human Rights in International Law 
 
Readings: 

● Goodhart Chap 2� - Human Rights in International Law 
● Reichert Chap 3 �- Building the Foundation 
● Human Rights Learning Module 
● Bios on:  

○ Mother Teresa 
○ Aung Sun Suu Kyi 

Quiz #1 (Cumulative - focusing on material in 
weeks 1-3) 
 
*Recommendation:� Review the full �HR Learning 
Module� �in depth. This includes material from weeks 
1-3 and� it is important that you’ve mastered this 
material in order to be successful in this entire 
course. 
 
The �Human Rights Toolkit� is also a useful tool for 
reviewing the content. 

4 9/13 Human Rights in the U.S. 
 
Readings:  

● HR in the US - Intro to Human Rights in Our Own Backyard 
● Ignatieff - American Exceptionalism 
● Excerpt from Zinnôs Peopleôs History of the US  
● Bios on:  

○ Frederick D �|����  
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https://prezi.com/p_xm2zqwzjf3/sjsu-human-rights-module-by-edith-kinney/?utm_campaign=share&token=f0b94756a2f649fa68e4e672c2dc72ca2de3cdfef48da276036a890fbec5ff41&utm_medium=copy
https://prezi.com/p_xm2zqwzjf3/sjsu-human-rights-module-by-edith-kinney/?utm_campaign=share&token=f0b94756a2f649fa68e4e672c2dc72ca2de3cdfef48da276036a890fbec5ff41&utm_medium=copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjleElRVmIzSHU2QUE


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jane-smiley/why-human-rights-are-more_b_73286.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jane-smiley/why-human-rights-are-more_b_73286.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VRXdq9YmFFpJeDA7P4Pz6VpxwAapPZ7RB4fhRYXTFBg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjlQUdWeFItRlNBdUE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjlQUdWeFItRlNBdUE
http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/speeches/malcolm_x_ballot.html
http://time.com/4144655/international-human-rights-day-black-lives-matter/
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html


● Matrix of oppression 
● Recommended (but optional): �Watch the documentary, ñThe 13th,ò 

available on Netflix 
● Bios on:  

○ MLK 
○ Nelson Mandela 

 

9 10/18 Community Organizing and Social Change 
 
Readings: 

● Online�:� �How Protests Become Successful Social Movements 
● Bill Moyers - Movement Action Plan, pg. 1-9 
● Online�:� �8 Stages of Successful Social Movements  
● SSIR - 5 Basic Levers for Social Change 
● 4 Roles in Successful Social Movements 

 

Proposal Due 
 
 

10 10/25 Economic Rights 
 
Readings: 

● Watch the documentary The Corporation (available �online� and in the 
library�) 

● HRIOOB Chapter 1: ñSweatshirts and Sweatshops: Labor Rights, 
Activism and the Challenges of Collegiate Apparel Manufacturingò 

● Report: A Hidden Crisis 
● Bios on:  

○ Muhammad Yunus 
○ Cesar Chavez 

Quiz #4 (On modules 9-10) 
 
Recommendation: �Make sure everything is lined up 
to complete your action before 11/17. Start drafting 
your final paper, which should build on the research 
that you started in the proposal. 

11 11/1 Vulnerable Groups 
Discrimination against Women 
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
 
Readings:  

● Read Reichert Chap 5 on Vulnerable Groups 
● Online resource:�Amnesty International CEDAW Fact Sheet 
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https://hbr.org/2017/01/how-protests-become-successful-social-movements
https://hbr.org/2017/01/how-protests-become-successful-social-movements
https://justlists.wordpress.com/2009/10/16/8-stages-of-successful-social-movements/
https://justlists.wordpress.com/2009/10/16/8-stages-of-successful-social-movements/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjlYWlqYUM4S0oxY2M
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjlYWlqYUM4S0oxY2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oOafbpaVw90
https://sjsu-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01CALS_ALMA71409150300002901&context=L&vid=01CALS_SJO&lang=en_US&search_scope=EVERYTHING&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&isFrbr=true&tab=everything&query=any,contains,the%20corporation%20documentary&sortby=rank&offset=0
https://www.wpusa.org/Publication/A_Hidden_Crisis.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/files/pdfs/cedaw_fact_sheet.pdf


http://www.ipsnews.net/2009/11/gender-for-us-lessons-in-cedaw-from-san-francisco/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2009/11/gender-for-us-lessons-in-cedaw-from-san-francisco/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/asian-americans-crowdsource-open-letter-explain-blacklivesmatter-elders-n606441
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/asian-americans-crowdsource-open-letter-explain-blacklivesmatter-elders-n606441
https://lettersforblacklives.com/dear-mom-dad-uncle-auntie-black-lives-matter-to-us-too-7ca577d59f4c
http://www.cnn.com/interactive/2015/03/opinion/ctl-child-poverty/#0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16TkJ1k6rj9dIys0bcsxBCeXw6KZfg_TD
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/education-under-arrest/school-to-prison-pipeline-fact-sheet/


 12/13 Final Papers 
No final exam 
 
No readings 

Final paper due 

 

  Grading Information 

Rubrics for all written assignments are
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Areas R, S, & V shall be required of all students. 
 
Course Description 

Interdisciplinary exploration of human rights instruments, institutions, and notable human rights campaigns. The historical development of human 
rights and contemporary threats to the realization of fundamental dignity for human and non-human animals will also be explored. 

This course is designed for students to explore questions such as: 
● How has the conor



http://sjsu.instructure.com/
https://www.respondus.com/download/


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMv8o7cz1Sc


Your action needs to take �at least two hours �to execute, and it must go beyond your existing commitments for this or other classes. However, it can be 
an extension of a project or activity that you are already involved in for other reasons. You need to execute your action after receiving back your 
graded proposal and before the final paper draft due date.  If you want to execute your action before the proposal is graded, ask me �in advance�. 

Getting more informed on an issue, even if that includes spending much time and effort, does not constitute an ñactionò for the purpose of this 
assignment.� ​However, actively �participating �in an evei

�R



on this issue? What kind of action would you take in the future based on this experience? 
Technical Requirements for Paper 

1. Final paper length: 2,000-2,500 words �of your original writing�. Word count �excludes references, headings,  etc�. 

2. Always include: paper title, your name, course name/number, date, and page numbers. 

3. You may format the paper as you see fit.  However, references must adhere to �APA citation style�. 
4. Late submissions will not be graded. If you cannot meet a deadline, discuss this with me ASAP. 

5. Plagiarism, including self nu ms inľ nh

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMv8o7cz1Sc


To earn extra credit, identify an event related to a current human rights topic and email me beforehand to check if it would count. Pre-approval is 
required. If approved, attend the event and write a 1,500 word essay that summarizes the issue highlighted in the event and your reflection, connecting 
the event to specific material covered in this course. 

Let me know at any point if there is an event you are interested in attending and I will also highlight opportunities throughout the semester. 

 

Suggested Resources for Reference and  Research 
• Ishay, M. (2008). �The history of human rights: from ancient times to the Globalization Era�. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 
• Lauren, P. (2011). �The evolution of international human rights: visions seen (3�rd �edition). �Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

• Soohoo, C., Albisa, C. & Davis, M. F. [Eds.]. (2008). �Bringing human rights home�. Westport, CT:  Praeger. 

• Steiner, H. J., Alston, P. & Goodman, R. [Eds.]. (2007). �International human rights in context: law, politics, morals (3�rd �edition)�. New York, NY: 
Oxford University  Press m ed
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http://www.un.org/en/rights
http://www.ohchr.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/UniversalHumanRightsInstruments.aspx
http://www.amnesty.org/en/human-rights
http://www.hrw.org/en/publications
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt
http://www.hurisearch.org/


• Minieri, J., & Getsos, P. (2007). �Tools for Radical Democracy: How to Organize for Power in Your Community �(1st ed.). San Francisco: 
Jossey-Bass.  �http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record=b4943244~S1 

• Shaw, R. (2013). �The Activist's Handbook: Winning Social Change in the 21st Century �(2nd ed.). Berkeley: University of California Press. 
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record=b4833190~S1 

Online Resources on Activism 

• https://actipedia.org/ �- a community-generated wiki to document, share, and inspire Creative Activism 

• http://beautifultrouble.org/case/ �- a web toolbox of creative and effective actions 

• http://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/browse_methods �- the Global Nonviolent Action  Database 

• http://www.amnestyusa.org/get-involved/take-action-now �- action ideas by Amnesty  International 

• www.commoncause.org/take-action/find-elected-officials �- a tool to find your  representatives 
• http://reclaimdemocracy.org/effective_letters_editor/ �- how to write an effective ñletter to the  editorò 
 
University Policies 

Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be 
available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programsô �Syllabus Information web page �at �http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/�ò 

Library Liaison 

Nyle Monday - Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu�,� (408) 808-2118, �http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies� Students are strongly encouraged to contact 

their library liaison for individual help with their  research. 

CASA Student Success Center 

The Student Success Center in the College of Applied Sciences and Arts (CASA) provides advising for undergraduate students majoring or wanting to 
major in programs offered in CASA Departments and Schools. All CASA students and students who would like to be in CASA are invited to stop by the 
Center for general education advising, help with changing majors, academic policy related questions, meeting with peer advisors, and/or attending 
various regularly scheduled presentations and workshops. If you are looking for academic  advice or even tips about how to navigate your way around 
SJSU, check out the CASA Student Success Center. Location: MacQuarrie Hall (MQH) 533 - top floor of MacQuarrie Hall. Contact information: 
408.924.2910�. 

 
Website: �http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/�.� The CASA Student Success Center also provides study space and laptops for checkout. 
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http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4943244~S1
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4943244~S1
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4833190~S1
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4833190~S1
http://beautifultrouble.org/case/
http://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/browse_methods
http://www.amnestyusa.org/get-involved/take-action-now
http://www.commoncause.org/take-action/find-elected-officials
http://reclaimdemocracy.org/effective_letters_editor/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
mailto:silke.higgins@sjsu.edu
http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies
http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/


Justice Studies Department Reading and Writing Philosophy 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes academic, critical, and creative 
engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to 
think critically and to act meaningfully  in interrelated areas of their livesïpersonal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and  cultural. 
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San Jos® State University prepared to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of 
fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy 
is evident not only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a  lifetime. 

 
SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well 
trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center 
also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered 
through the Writing Center, visit the �Writing Center website�. 

 
SJSU Counseling Services 
The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7�th ​Street and San Ferna S
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http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/wellness/foodresources/oncampus
http://www.sjsu.edu/wellness/foodresources/oncampus

