
Human Rights Practicum & Seminar, JS 179, Fall 2020  

1 

 
 

San José State University 
CoSS/Justice Studies 

JS179, Human Rights Practicum and Seminar 
 Section 1, 





Human Rights Practicum & Seminar, JS 179, Fall 2020  

3 

The following sources provide examples of activism and advocacy campaigns; be sure to communicate with the 
instructor regarding proposed activities and actions/events related to community engagement / service-learning 
activities JS 179. 

• Actipedia, https://actipedia.org/ - a community-generated wiki to document, share, and inspire 
Creative Activism   

• Beautiful Trouble, http://beautifultrouble.org/case/ - a web toolbox of creative and effective actions   
• New Tactics, https://
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Students will subscribe to and read Human Rights Watch’s Daily Brief and read and read the headlines of a 
national newspaper each day. Once during the semester, each student must provide a brief (5- minute, maximum) 
oral summary of a current event relating to human rights or human rights violations in the U.S. and/or global 
contexts. Provide a concise explanation of the event, a description of the relevance of human rights to the issue, 
tactics of advocacy organizations, how the media source(s) framed the issue, and your 
thoughts/observations/critiques regarding the issue. Post the news article and your analysis to the “Human Rights 
in the News – Current Events” Discussion on Canvas at least 2 days before presentation. 
 

Learning Outcomes: CLO 1, CLO 3, CLO 4 
 
Grading and Due Date: 
This assignment will be worth 10pts. Students must complete the Human Rights Current Events Report in 
class on their selected dates. A Google Sheet will be posted during the first week of class and students 
may sign up for presentation dates. 

 
2)  Reading Responses – 5 responses – 5 pts each  (25% of final grade) 

Description and Purpose: 
The course readings cover provocative and locally relevant scholarship in the multidisciplinary field of human 
rights. Students will read a variety of materials and respond to them on Canvas in a discussion format. For each 
reading response, students will write a brief response to at least one student in the class.  

Learning Outcomes: CLO 1, CLO 3, CLO 4 
 
 
3) Policy Research Paper and Infographic (20% of final grade) 

Students will research a local ordinance or state law that will be on the November ballot and write a 5-page policy 
paper about it. Additionally, students will create an infographic using their research to be shared publicly.  

Learning Outcomes: CLO 1 and CLO 3 
 
 
4 & 5 ) Book Chapter Presentations and Review       (10% of final grade) 
 
Students will read The Right to Vote by Alexander Keyssar and present on a chapter in class. Additionally, students 
will write a 2-page book review. Rubric will be posted on Canvas.  
 

Learning Outcomes: CLO 1, CLO 3, CLO 4 
 
 

    6) Voting Rights Research, Presentation, Classroom visits          (30% of final grade) 

Description and Purpose: 
Students will work in groups to develop a main voting rights presentation, arrange to present their research in classes 
and promote voter registration. All materials will be used to develop student presentations for the SJSU Voting Rights 
event in early May (exact date TBD).  
Further instructions and guidelines will be provided in class and on Canvas 
 

Learning Outcomes: CLO 3 and CLO 4 
 
 
7) Classroom Activities, Discussion, and Participation                                              (10% of final grade)  
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JS 179 requires a great deal of classroom discussion and interaction between students, and attendance is 
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15. Mute your microphone upon entering the zoom session 
16. 
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SJSU Peer Connections 
Peer Connections’ free tutoring and mentoring is designed to assist students in the development of their full 
academic potential and to inspire them to become independent learners. Peer Connections tutors are trained to 
provide content-based tutoring in many lower division courses (some upper division) as well as writing and study 
skills assistance. Small group and individual tutoring are available. Peer Connections mentors are trained to 
provide support and resources in navigating the college experience. This support includes assistance in learning 
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Week  Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  
 

1 W 8/19 Introduction to Class, Voting Rights Project, Review Syllabus, Sign Up for HRW 
emails 
Readings for Next Class: Keyssar, Introduction, Chapters 1 -3 
Reading Response #1 Due Sunday 8/23 @10pm – Prompt posted on Canvas 
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8 M 10/5 Check in briefly about presentations 
Human Rights Current Events Presentation (2 students) Due Friday at 10pm 
Spend week presenting in classrooms 
Research Outlines Due for Local/ State propositions – Find people to interview 

9 M 
10/12 

Spend week presenting in classrooms 
Draft of Research Paper – Conduct 3 interviews – Due Sunday 10/18 @10pm 

10 M 
10/19 

Spend Week presenting in classrooms 
Final Draft of Research paper – 
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