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!"#$%&'C&($)0)7'?#+,"/&%'D!C?E 
 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

!8I'J'!$+*+-),,/'&7),#)*&'*.&'3&6+2+*+"2'"6'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'
!8I'K'L3&2*+6/'-"2-&<*%1'*.&"$+&%1'(&*."3%1')23'&*.+-%'$&,)*&3'*"'*.&'#%&'"6'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'*&%*+("2/'
)23'-"2%#,*+24'+2'-+7+,1'-$+(+2),1'+((+4$)*+"21'.#()2'$+4.*%1')23'(+,+*)$/',);'-"#$*'-)%&%'
!8I'M'!$+*+-),,/'&7),#)*&'*.&'$",&%1'&*.+-%1'%*)23)$3%1'$&4#,)*+"2%1'<",+-+&%1')23'+(<)-*'"6'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'
%-+&2*+%*%')23'),,+&3'<$"6&%%+"2),%'+2'-+7+,')23'-$+(+2),'+27&%*+4)*+"2%'
!8I'N'L3&2*+6/'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'-"2-&<*%1'*.&"$+&%1'(&*."3%1')23'&*.+-%')%%"-+)*&3';+*.'4"7&$2(&2*'
*&%*+("2/')23'<",+-/'()A+24'
!8I'O'P&%-$+0&'*.&'$",&%'"6'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'"$4)2+Q)*+"2%'+2',+*+4)*+"2')23'<",+-/'()A+24'
!8I'R'!$+*+-),,/')%%&%%'*.&'-"2-&<*%')23'*.&"$+&%'&(<,"/&3'+2'+27&%*+4)*+24'?#%*+-&')23'<",+*+-),'%/%*&(%'
"#*-"(&%'

!8I'S'L3&2*+6/'*.&'+(<)-*'"6'*.&'(&3+)'"2'+((+4$)*+"2'-"#$*%'
!8I'T'!$+*+-),,/'-"(<)$&'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'+2'3+66&$&2*'-"#2*$+&%'
!8I'U'!$+*+-),,/')%%&%%'*.&'$",&%')23'+(<)-*'"6'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2*+%*%')23'),,+&3'<$"6&%%+"2),%')%'(&3+)'
&V<&$*%'

@&F#0$&*':&G+5""HI'J")&'

?+;&$'@&(*0)7%'DK&&'"+;&$'20)H%'0)'+;&'!"#$%&'K,;&*#2&E'
Goldstein, M.L. (2016). (Ed.), HANDBOOK OF CHILD CUSTODY. Heidelberg: Springer Cham. 
 
Gotham, K.F. and Kennedy, D.B. (2019). PRACTICING FORENSIC CRIMINOLOGY. Academic Press. 
 
Herzog-Evans, M. et al. (2019). EVIDENCE-BASED WORK WITH VIOLENT EXTREMISTS: 
INTERNATIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF FRENCH TERRORIST ATTACKS AND RESPONSES. Lanham, 
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Morewitz, S.J. (2016). Impact of conflicted child custody on school, behavioral, and social outcomes: An 
ecological approach. In: Goldstein, M.L. (Ed.). HANDBOOK OF CHILD CUSTODY. Heidelberg: Springer 
Cham. 

:&(,;0)7'A&+;"*%'

Class time will be devoted to lecturing, in-class exercises, debates, role plays, student-generated multiple-choice 
test items, student lectures, video presentations, and student small group discussion in Zoom Breakout Rooms. 
Other teaching methods include enrichment materials and Q and A sessions. 

!"#$%&'@&F#0$&/&)+%'()*'L%%07)/&)+%''
1. Midterm (Multiple-choice and True/False Test Items) (
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d. Critically evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the forensic social scientist’s theories, research 
methods, and findings used in the forensic social sciences expert testimony 

e. Critically assess any potential ethical and policy consequences of the forensic social scientist’s expert 
testimony 

f. Write a 10-typed page report with the above components, double-space, title page, and list of at least six 
peer-review references using only the APA format for in-text citations and reference list 

g. Each student submits a student project work hours log (see Files on Canvas) containing information on 
the number of hours devoted to the project, e.g., dates and number of hours conducting research, writing, 
editing, emailing, and preparing a Google doc 

'
!8I'J'!$+*+-),,/'&7),#)*&'*.&'3&6+2+*+"2'"6'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'
!8I'K'L3&2*+6/'-"2-&<*%1'*.&"$+&%1'(&*."3%1')23'&*.+-'$&,)*&3'*"'*.&'#%&'"6'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'*&%*+("2/'
)23'-"2%#,*+24'+2'-+7+,1'-$+(+2),1'+((+4$)*+"21'.#()2'$+4.*%1')23'(+,+*)$/',);'-"#$*'-)%&%'
!8I'M'!$+*+-),,/'&7),#)*&'*.&'$",&%1'&*.+-%1'%*)23)$3%1'$&4#,)*+"2%1'<",+-+&%1')23'+(<)-*'"6'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'
%-+&2*+%*%')23'),,+&3'<$"6&%%+"2),%'+2'-+7+,')23'-$+(+2),'+27&%*+4)*+"2%'
!8I'N'L3&2*+6/'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'-"2-&<*%1'*.&"$+&%1'(&*."3%1')23'&*.+-%')%%"-+)*&3';+*.'4"7&$2(&2*'
*&%*+("2/')23'<",+-/'()A+24'

!8I'O'P&%-$+0&'*.&'$",&%'"6'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'"$4)2+Q)*+"2%'+2',+*+4)*+"2')23'<",+-/'()A+24'
!8I'R'!$+*+-),,/')%%&%%'*.&'-"2-&<*%')23'*.&"$+&%'&(<,"/&3'+2'+27&%*+4)*+24'?#%*+-&')23'<",+*+-),'%/%*&(%'
"#*-"(&%'
!8I'S'L3&2*+6/'*.&'+(<)-*'"6'*.&'(&3+)'"2'+((+4$)*+"2'-"#$*%'

!8I'T'!$+*+-),,/'-"(<)$&'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'+2'3+66&$&2*'-"#2*$+&%'
!8I'U'!$+*+-),,/')%%&%%'*.&'$",&%')23'+(<)-*'"6'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2*+%*%')23'),,+&3'<$"6&%%+"2),%')%'(&3+)'
&V<&$*%'
Final Exam (Multiple-choice and True/False Test Items) (25% of total grade) (
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!8I'R'!$+*+-),,/')%%&%%'*.&'-"2-&<*%')23'*.&"$+&%'&(<,"/&3'+2'+27&%*+4)*+24'?#%*+-&')23'<",+*+-),'%/%*&(%'
"#*-"(&%'
!8I'S'L3&2*+6/'*.&'+(<)-*'"6'*.&'(&3+)'"2'+((+4$)*+"2'-"#$*%'

!8I'T'!$+*+-),,/'-"(<)$&'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2-&%'+2'3+66&$&2*'-"#2*$+&%'
!8I'U'!$+*+-),,/')%%&%%'*.&'$",&%')23'+(<)-*'"6'6"$&2%+-'%"-+),'%-+&2*+%*%')23'),,+&3'<$"6&%%+"2),%')%'(&3+)'
&V<&$*%'
“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum 
of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 
preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical 
practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.” 

'

B$(*0)7'-)."$/(+0")''

B$(*0)7'6"20,3'
According to the Departmental policy, all recorded grades are final. The faculty member will not change any 
grade after it is recorded unless the faculty member has made an error in calculation. Students will not be 
permitted to re-submit assignments for a better grade. 
 
Grading Rubric for In-Class Assignments 
'
In terms of grading in-class assignments, students must complete 75% of all solo and group in-class 
assignments by the end of the last class session of the semester to receive full credit. Otherwise, students will 
lose 10 points from their final grade. Students who complete 100% of the assignments and participate in class 
may get one or more points extra credit added to their final grade depending on the final grade distribution. 
However, if the students do very well, no extra credit may be possible. 
'
Grading Rubric for Government Testimony Report and Expert Witness in Court Report 
'
Students will 



 

JS 185   Page 7 of 26  
 



 

JS 185   







 

JS 185   Page 11 of 26  
 

4&&HNC&%%")
NA"*#2&'

'

8(+& :"90,%='@&(*0)7%='L%%07)/&)+%='8&(*20)&%''
 

C&($)0)7'
?#+,"/&%'
'



 

JS 185   



 

JS 185   Page 13 of 26  
 

4&&HNC&%%")
NA"*#2&'

'

8(+& :"90,%='@&(*0)7%='L%%07)/&)+%='8&(*20)&%''
 

C&($)0)7'
?#+,"/&%'
'

https://www.crimemuseum.org/crime-library/kidnappings/patty-
hearst-kidnapping/; 
 
A Social Psychological Critique of Brainwashing Claims, 
https://www.cesnur.org/testi/Socpsy.htm;  
 
Other Articles: TBA 
 
In-Class Assignments 
 
'
 
 
 

4 Wk. 
of 
9/8 

Mitigation Work 
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6 Wk. 
of 
9.22 

Forensic Social Scientists and Competency Evaluations 
 
Competency to Stand Trial in Juvenile Court 
 
http://www.njjn.org/uploads/digital-library/NJJN_MfC_Juvenile-
Competency-to-Stand-Trial_FINAL-
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Morewitz, S.J. and Goldstein, M.L. (Eds.), HANDBOOK OF 
FORENSIC SOCIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY. New York: 
Springer, 2014.   
 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/academia.edu.documents/43792579/C
hild_protection_and_justice_systems_pro20160316-17202-
qvs3sa.pdf?response-content-
disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3DChild_protection_and_j
ustice_systems_pro.pdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-
SHA256&X-Amz-
Credential=AKIAIWOWYYGZ2Y53UL3A%2F20190820%2Fus
-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-
Date=20190820T232832Z&X-Amz-Expires=3600&X-Amz-
SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-
Signature=9b0cee17da4428c7246e2c8b7bb0df37a5aef5d38fb472
ff80ad78f8327537bf; 
 
Child Sexual Abuse Litigation 
 
Goldstein, M.L. (2016). (Ed.), HANDBOOK OF CHILD 
CUSTODY. Heidelberg: Springer Cham. 
 
Morewitz, S.J. and Goldstein, M.L. (Eds.), HANDBOOK OF 
FORENSIC SOCIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY. New York: 
Springer, 2014.   
 
Impact of Spouse Abuse on Children and Its Relevance in 
Custody and Visitation Decisions in New York State  
 
https://scholarship.law.cornell.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=11
60&context=cjlpp;  
 
Preventing Elder Abuse Through Education and Litigation  
 
https://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2350
&context=llr 
 
Midterm on 9.29.20. 
'
 
Other Articles: TBA 
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In-Class Assignments 
 

8 Wk. 
of 
10.6 

Forensic Social Scientists, Allied Professionals, and 
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Goldstein, M.L. (2016). (Ed.), HANDBOOK OF CHILD 
CUSTODY. Heidelberg: Springer Cham. 
 
Morewitz, S.J. and Goldstein, M.L. (Eds.), HANDBOOK OF 
FORENSIC SOCIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY. New York: 
Springer, 2014.   
 
Assessing Effort and Malingering with the Hispanic Client 
 
http://web20kmg.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/119273634/Guide%2
0to%20Psychological%20Assessment%20with%20Hispanics%2
0Online%20Book.pdf#page=113 
 
PTSD-Related Litigation 
 
https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/sexual-offenses/role-ptsd-
litigation 
 
Other Articles: TBA 
 
In-Class Assignments 
 

9 Wk. 
of 
10.1
3 

Forensic Social Science Evidence and Testimony in Civil and 
Criminal Law 
 
Forensic Social Science Evidence in Wrongful Death Cases (Loss 
of Society) 
 
Morewitz, S. and Goldstein, M. (Eds.), HANDBOOK OF 
FORENSIC SOCIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY. New York: 
Springer, 2014.   
 
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/8100/1c1c86cc3352d9b06cea2a8
25a6f5826b5ca.pdf 
 
Loss of Society Court Case Link 
 
https://caselaw.findlaw.com/mi-court-of-appeals/1372683.html 
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Livingston, B. and Morewitz, S.J. THE MEDICAL 
MALPRACTICE HANDBOOK. Lanham, MD: Austin & 
Winfield, Publishers, University Press of America, Inc., Rowman 
& Littlefield Pub. Inc., 1996. 
 
Morewitz, S.J. and Goldstein, M. (Eds.), HANDBOOK OF 
FORENSIC SOCIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY. New York: 
Springer, 2014.   
 
https://www.google.com/search?q=Elements+of+a+Medical+Mal
practice+Case&rlz=1C1AZAA_enUS778US781&oq=ele&aqs=c
hrome.1.69i59l2j0j69i57j0l2.3710j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UT
F-8 
 
Forensic Social Sciences Data in Personal Injury Cases 
 
Morewitz, S.J. and Goldstein, M.L. (Eds.), HANDBOOK OF 
FORENSIC SOCIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY. New York: 
Springer, 2014.   
 
https://www.google.com/search?q=elements+of+a+Personal+Inju
ry+Case&rlz=1C1AZAA_enUS778US781&oq=elements+of+a+
Personal+Injury+Case&aqs=chrome..69i57.23944j0j8&sourceid=
chrome&ie=UTF-8 
 
Forensic Social Sciences Testimony in Toxic Tort Lawsuits 
 
Morewitz, S.J. and Goldstein, M. (Eds.), HANDBOOK OF 
FORENSIC SOCIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY. New York: 
Springer, 2014.   
 
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1AZAA_enUS778US781
&sxsrf=ACYBGNRJXIebdUJakTMgV5Ar75bc8F5ygw%3A157
1952158605&ei=HhayXb7AJNLQ9APf3Z_gBA&q=Legal+Ele
ments+of+a+Toxic+Tort+Case&oq=Legal+Elements+of+a+Toxi
c+Tort+Case&gs_l=psy-
ab.3...7090.13554..17278...0.2..0.126.1323.16j1......0....1..gws-
wiz.......0i71j0i7i30j0i8i30j0i8i13i30j33i10.lCHtiHh09v8&ved=0
ahUKEwi-x5GQ6rXlAhVSKH0KHd_uB0wQ4dUDCAs&uact=5 
 
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007%2F978-1-4614-7178-
3_21 
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http://media.straffordpub.com/products/surveys-in-trademark-
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https://blog.meadenmoore.com/blog/steps-to-calculate-lost-
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1936724411435747
?casa_token=OTE4


