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Assessing Eyewitness Identification. Washington, D.C.: The National Academies Press 
 

Other Readings Supplied electronically via Canvas; Elements of Style (EOS). 
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Course Requirements and Assignments 
In-Class Discussion (20%): Participation in class discussion requires being present and prepared to critically 
discuss the implications of key issues of the topic. This requires completing the weekly readings and other 
assignments prior to participating in online discussions. Your grade will reflect the importance of being active 
in this course, which relies in great part on the reflections, discussions, and exercises in class. Attendance is 
encouraged in order to receive maximum points. These discussions will specifically address CLO’s 1, 2 and 3. 
 
Midterm and Final Examination (40%): You will be administered a midterm and final examination, each worth 
20% of your final grade. Each exam will cover material from lectures (including all media presented) and 
assigned readings. The midterm will be held during regularly scheduled class time while the final will be held 
during the final exam period. Each exam will be non-cumulative and comprised of multiple choice and short 
answer questions. These examinations will specifically address CLO’s 1, 3 and 4. 
 
Papers 
Misidentification Paper (20%): Students must write a minimum five-page research paper (APA/EOS) on a US 
misidentification case or reforms about misidentifications. Detailed assignment guidelines will be provided in 
person and via Canvas. (CLO’s 2, 3, and 4) 
 
Interviews 
Investigative Interview Sessions (20%): Students will test their interview techniques by conducting mock 
interviews with three different types of eyewitnesses (to be determined). Each student will be evaluated by their 
peers and the instructor. These evaluations will score the reliability of the information each student obtained. 
(CLO’s 1 thru 4) 

Grading Information 
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University Policies 
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic 
integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus 
Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/”  
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