San José State University
College of Social Sciences
Department of Justice Studies
JS 207, Seminar in Qualitative Methods, Fall 2020

Course and Contact Information
Instructor:
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Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1.4 Understand the range and significance of ethical issues in qualitative research.

2.4 Apply qualitative data gathering techniques.

3.# Evaluate the strengths and limitations of various data gathering techniques (e.g., interviews,
observations, content analysis, and focus groups).

4.4 Apply reflectivity in qualitative research.

5.4 Apply literature to analyze qualitative data.

6.# Develop original qualitative studies using various methodologies.

Required Texts/Readings
Textbook

Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2017). Qualitative inquiry & research design: Choosing among five approaches. (4™ ed.).
Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, Inc.

Cobbina, J. E. (2019). Hands up don’t shoot: Why the protests in Ferguson and Baltimore matter, and how they changed
America. New York: NYU Press.

Other Readings

Required readings are listed below. Additional readings may be provided throughout the course via
Canvas. Students are responsible for all additional readings.

Adams,
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Gartner, K., Elliot, K., Smith, M., Pearson, H., Hunt, G., and Martin, R. E. (2018). People in Regular Society
Don’t Think You Can Be a Good Mother and have a Substance Use Problem. Canadian Family
Physician, 64(7), 309 — 316.

Jones, M., Pebley, A. R., and Sastry, N. (2011). Eyes on the Block: Measuring Urban Physical Disorder through
In-Person Observation. Social Science Research, 40(2), 523 — 537.

Katsulis, Y., Lopez, V., Durfee, A., and Robillard, A. (2010). Female Sex Workers and the Social Context of
Workplace Violence in Tijuana, Mexico. Medical Anthropology Quarterly, 24(3), 344 — 362. doi:
10.1111/j.1548-1387.2010.01108.

Kharel, D. (2015). Visual Ethnography, Thick Description and Cultural Representation. Dhaulagiri Journal of
Sociology and Anthropology, 9, 147 — 160.

Lincoln, Y. S. and Guba, E. G. (2000). Paradigmatic Controversies, Contradictions, and Emerging Confluences.
In N. K.
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Classroom Protocol

All written assignments must be submitted by the due date to the respective Dropbox on Canvas. If you are
unable to complete course requirements because of extenuating circumstances, please speak with (or email) Dr.
Adams before the due date for the assignment. Late assignments are not accepted in this class.

Zoom Policy: Please turn on your cameras during class. Remember to look at the camera in order to make eye
contact when you are speaking and turn off your mic when you are not. Students are expected to be engaged
(and not doing non-class activities) during class.

Students are prohibited from recording class activities (including class lectures, office hours, advising sessions,
etc.), distributing class recordings, or posting class recordings. Materials created by the instructor for the course
(syllabi, lectures and lecture notes, presentations, etc.) are copyrighted by the instructor. This university policy
(S12-7) is in place to protect the privacy of students in the course, as well as to maintain academic integrity
through reducing the instances of cheating. Students who record, distribute, or post these materials will be
referred to the Student Conduct and Ethical Development office. Unauthorized recording may violate university
and state law. It is the responsibility of students that require special accommodations or assistive technology
due to a disability to notify the instructor.

Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the department promotes
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum.
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully
in interrelated areas of their lives—personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural.
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of

108 () MUt # ), -t/



JS 207 / Seminar in Qualitative Methods, Fall 2020

Course Schedule

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines Learning
(If appropriate, add extra column(s) to meet your needs.) Outcomes
1 8/19 Syllabus, assignments, etc. 2
Introduction to Qualitative Methods
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Week

Date

Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
(If appropriate, add extra column(s) to meet your needs.)

Learning
Outcomes

9/30

Interviews

Reading Due: Fontana and Frey: The Interview: From Structured
Questions to Negotiated Text. (online)
Creswell and Poth: Chapter 6
Cabbina: Introduction, Appendix A, and
Appendix B

2

10/07

Interviews
Reading Due: Creswell and Poth: Chapter 7
Cobbina: Chapters 1 and 2
Adams, Morris, and Maguire: The Impact of
Gangs on Community Life in Trinidad
Due: Field Observation Presentation in class
Field Observation Paper on Canvas by 11:59 pm

2,3,and 4

10
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10/14

10/21

Interview guides and practicing interviewing
Reading Due: Creswell and Poth: Chapter 8
Caobbina: Chapters 3 and 4

PAR—Participatory Action Research, Autoethnography,
Performance Ethnography

Reading Due: Creswell and Poth: Chapter 9
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‘ Week ‘ Date | Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines ‘ Learning ‘
(If appropriate, add extra column(s) to meet your needs.) Outcomes
Final 12/09 @
Exam 5:15 pm
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