
mailto:shawna.bolton@sjsu.edu
mailto:nyle.monday@sjsu.edu
http://www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies/degrees/fs-program/


2 
 

http://www.forensicsciencesimplified.org/


3 
 

Grading Scale for All Assignments 
 

Letter Grade   Percent 

A plus (A+) 97-100 

A  94-96.9 

A minus (A-)   90-93.9 

B plus (B+) 87-89.9 

B  84-86.9  

B minus (B-)   80-83.9 

Letter Grade   Percent 

C plus (C+) 77-79.9 

C  74-76.9 

C minus (C-)   70-73.9 

D plus (D+) 67-69.9 

D  64-66.9 

D minus (D-)   60-63.9 

 

Letter Grade   Percent 

F  <60 

All assignments are graded based on adherence to directions, thoroughness, thoughtfulness, 

clarity, and logic.  

Note: A grade of C or better is required for all Justice Studies major and minor 

coursework, and desirable for students enrolled in the Forensic Science majors and/or 

minor. 

 

Extra Credit 

 

Extra credit opportunities may be available throughout the semester and will be used to augment 

your final grade up to 3%.  You may submit up to three extra credit assignments of your 

choosing.  Each extra credit opportunity is given a weighted value of 10 marks. 

1. Join a professional organization (CAC, AAFS, IAI, etc.) that is of specific interest to 

you and supply proof of membership before the end of the semester. A professional 

organization is one that holds conferences and/or produces a periodic journal. This is not 

the same thing as an internship, job, or student organization; it is a professional 

membership.  

2. Tour a crime lab and write a 2-page, typed, double-spaced synopsis of the experience. 

Santa Clara has monthly tours, and San Mateo has an annual tour in October.  

3. Portfolio: Students may turn in a neat and organized 3-ring binder (portfolio) at the end 

of the semester containing all work completed in the class. Copies of group assignments 

are acceptable. This should be professional quality (for example, you would bring it to an 

interview to display your work). 

4. Read and critique a current journal article from the forensic science discipline.  Discuss 

its relevance to forensic science and how it contributes to the advancement the field.  

 

Class Protocol and Policies 

 

¶ All assignments are to be completed a week after their assignment or completion of a 

practical.  Late work MAY NOT be submitted late.  Assignments submitted thereafter 

will NOT be accepted and results in an automatic fail unless extraordinary, 

documented circumstances exist or a doctor’s note is presented.  AVOID MISSING 

PRACTICALS!  Make-up sessions may not be available.  Should you know in advance 

of any extenuating circumstances that conflict with such sessions, it is your responsibility 

to inform your lecturer.  The possibility for submitting an alternative assignment may be 

granted at discretion, but be advised that such undertaking will be quite demanding.  If 
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SJSU Writing Center  

 

The SJSU Writing Center located in Room 126 in Clark Hall offers a variety of resources to help 

http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/
tel:408.924.2910
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/forms/
http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/final-exam-schedule-spring.html
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Justice Studies Reading and Writing 
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5 
02/24 

& 
02/26 

Documenting Scenes Using Photography, CSE #2 & 3 Diagrams & Photos (and 
notes) 

Packaging and Preserving Evidence, Chain of Custody, Notes  Reports (CSE #4) 

Chapter 4 
Chapter 7 
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