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and (5) up to five discussion questions. The additional research that you present to the class must be directly 

related to the thesis or main argument. You must discover the main argument/thesis/theme of the assigned 

reading and make a strong connection to what you will be presenting in class. 

The mode of instruction for this course is in person with online supplements. Reliable access to a computer 

and the internet will be required. Copies of course materials will be posted on Canvas as *.pdf files, while 

some course materials may need to be accessed via internet links. You are responsible for regularly 

checking your e-mail and Canvas regarding announcements, reminders, and any additional course 

materials. All written assignments will be also submitted via Canvas, and must be in either Microsoft Word 

(*.doc or *.docx) or Adobe Acrobat (*.pdf) format. If you do not currently own Microsoft Office, the 

software (both PC and Mac) is available for free to students: http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/microsoft-

students/index.html. The Adobe Acrobat Reader is available for free from: https://get.adobe.com/reader/. 

You can also use other text – processing software to generate these files if you prefer. 

 

Assignments and Grading Policy 

http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/microsoft-students/index.html
http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/microsoft-students/index.html
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activities, completing assignments, and so on. Other course structures will have equivalent workload 

expectations as described in the syllabus. More details about student workload can be found in University 

Policy S12-3 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf 

 

Assessment tasks 1-3: Oral Presentations, Discussion lead and participation in weekly discussions 

Each student will be responsible for offering two in-class presentations based on weekly topics 

(Assessment task 1). The presentation should be relatively short (between 5 to 10 minutes), but 

comprehensive and must include the following section: 

1. Introduction: Description of a specific topic assigned by the instructor, its importance and the 

primary thesis. 

2. Literature review: concise and balanced coverage of the discussed topic, based on the relevant 

literature. This is the main part of your paper, which should provide an objective presentation of 

various opinions on the disputed topic, in terms of various pros and cons of the current approach, 

implications of their effectiveness/ineffectiveness, and suggestions about alternative solutions (if 

any). This critique should pull upon findings in the literature to support the presenter’s point of 

view. 

3. Conclusions. 

4. References. 

The presentations will be graded based on the level of competency and flow, knowledge of the subject, 

ability to engage the audience and conclusions. It is highly recommended that students practice their 

presentations several times (preferably in front of someone who will provide constructive feedback, e.g. 

not your mom or dad). Following each presentation, the discussion leaders should be prepared to pose 

questions to the class to facilitate class discussion (Assessment task 2). While the instructor will moderate 

discourse, students are largely responsible for engaging in inquiry and discussion. The presenters will be 

required to submit their Power Point (*.ppt) file prior to in-class presentation. 

Each presentation will receive a grade ranging from 0 – 15 points based on the fulfillment of requirements. 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf
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Weekly presentations will account for 30% of the final course grade. Please note that make-up presentations 

will not be allowed, except under extreme circumstances, which can be substantiated (documentation will 

be required).  

The discussion leaders will receive a grade ranging from 0 – 5 points, based on their ability to facilitate 

the discussion and engage the students (Assessment task 2). The students will receive a grade ranging from 

0 – 5 points, based on their pro-active participation in the discussion (Assessment task 3). Each of these 

activities will account for 5% of the final course grade. 

 

Presentation tips 

Here is some advice to help you with the preparation of your presentation: 

• Put a title at the top of each slide that states the slide’s main point  

• Use large, easy-to-read font (e.g., Arial) throughout 

• 
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In order to demonstrate comprehension of the course material, one must be able to write in a clear and 

effective manner. Always carefully proofread your assignments before submitting them. 

Due date: submission dates for this assignment will be announced during the semester. Late submissions 

will not be accepted unless a valid, documented, and verifiable reason is provided. 

 

Assessment task 5:  Digital media project  

Students will be required to present their research papers (as per task 4) in a form of a digital media (e.g. 

video, animation, podcast format). This assessment task is about understanding, summarizing and 

efficient communicating of a forensic science topic. 

You will be required to choose a relevant topic (either among those discussed in the class or from a list 
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Extra Credit Opportunities 

Extra credit opportunities may be available throughout the semester and may be used to cumulatively 

augment your final grade up to 5% total. These opportunities will also be announced on Canvas and required 

documentation would need to be uploaded and/or submitted online. You can choose any of the activities 

listed below: 

1. Attend a Forensic Science seminar and write a two-page, double-spaced, typewritten paper that includes 

a synopsis of the seminar/lecture and your reaction/response. Your paper is due within one week of the 

event. Successful completion of this assessment task will add 1% to the final grade. 

2. Complete a short course offered by the National Institute of Justice marked “extra credit” during the 

Forensic Science module (forensic bio or any other forensic discipline) and submit your certificate of 

completion by the end of that module. Successful completion of this assessment task will add 3% to 

the final grade. 

3. Students can write a research paper about a career in criminalistics that is of interest to the student. The 

paper will be in either CSE or APA format and contain an introduction, the body of the research, and a 

conclusion. The length of a paper should be between 2 and 3 standard pages in 1.5 font. The paper must 

contain in-text citations from at least three sources (preferably peer-reviewed papers). Successful 

completion of this assessment task will add 2% to the final grade. 

4. Tour a crime lab and write a 2-page, typed, double-spaced synopsis of the experience. Santa Clara has 

monthly tours. Successful completion of this assessment task 
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assignment tasks from the above list, you would theoretically improve your final grade by up to 5%. If you 

complete only the first task, it would improve your grade by 2% and so on. 

 

Overall grading scale for all assignments 

 

Letter Grade   Percent 

A plus (+) 97-100 

A  94-96.9 

A minus (-)      90-93.9 

B plus (+) 87-89.9 

B  84-86.9  

B minus (-)      80-83.9 

Letter Grade   Percent 

C plus (+) 77-79.9 

C  74-76.9 

C minus (-)      70-73.9 

D plus (+) 67-69.9 

D  64-66.9 

D minus (-)      60-63.9 
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University Policies 

Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy 

concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and 

adding, consent for recording of class, etc. 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo
mailto:sjsu.fss@gmail.com
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http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
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http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/
tel:408.924.2910
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