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San José State University 
Department of Justice Studies 

JS 123–80: Terrorism & Security 
Spring 2020 

 
 

COURSE AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
Instructor: D. Jackson Sargent, MPA 
Office Hours: By Appointment 
Office Location: Virtual 
Email: jackson.sargent@sjsu.edu 
Class Day & Time: N/A 
Classroom: Online 
 

COURSE FORMAT 
Online: The Canvas Learning Management System will be used as the means for distributing course 
materials such as the syllabus, handouts, lecture slides, assignment instructions, and communications 
about changes to the course. You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system 
through MySJSU to learn of updates. 
 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
Examination of terrorist organizations and activities, definitions of terrorism, and social and political 
consequences of terrorism. Includes policy responses to terrorism, including roles of intelligence and 
security agencies, and impacts on law, rights, and liberties. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Terrorism is one of the major problems that endanger human security throughout the world. Since 9/11 
the successive US governments have been spearheading a global war on terror that requires a substantial 
commitment of resources.  Organizations like Hamas in the Palestinian territories and ISIS in Syria and Iraq 
have brought terrorism again to the center-stage of public discourse in the United States and the world.  
Due to the complexity of terrorism, which is a tactic used by individuals, groups, and states for a variety 
of goals, no single course can give you a full understanding of the topic.  The purpose of this course is to 
provide the tools necessary to become educated consumers of research and news in the post- 9/11 world. 
 

COURSE GOALS 
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GRADING INFORMATION 

To receive a grade for this course, all course requirements must be met, and every assignment must be 
completed. 9$( $0"( /*+2)"$*&.( &B( $0"( 2&3)+"( *.+$)32$&)C( 1-$"( -++*7.,".$+D>->")+( ,-4( %"( +3%E"2$( $&( -(
/"/32$*&.(&B(FG(>")2".$(B&)("H")4(2-1"./-)(/-4($0-$($0"4(-)"(1-$"C(*.213/*.7(I""'"./(/-4+J(
 
K)-/"(<2-1"(
A = 94-100%      A-      =      90-93% 
B+ = 87-89%       B      =      83-86%   
B- = 80-82%.                   C+      =      77-79%   
C = 73-76%       C-      =      70-72% 
D+ = 67-69%       D      =      63-66%   
D- = 60-62%.                   F      =      Below 60% 
 
 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic 
integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ 
Syllabus Information web page 
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Week Beginning Topic Readings 

5 02/17/20 Terrorist Tactics 

  !"))&)*+,(-./(L&,"1-./(<"23)*$4(MN0*$"O(
Chapter 5 (Force Multipliers, Gender Roles, and Tactics) 

 
  Additional readings provided by instructor on Canvas 

6 02/24/20 Separatists 
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