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Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy  

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 

academic, critical, and creative engagement with language throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive 

exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully in interrelated areas of their 

lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. Graduates of the Department of 

Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a 

variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, 

professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not only within the span of a specific 

course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime.   

Instructor’s Note for JS 132  

A university degree is a significant accomplishment and requires a high level of commitment, time 

management, organization, and initiative. It is in your best interest to attend this class regularly and on-time. 

Attendance and class participation will make up an important portion of your grade due to required papers, 

Canvas responses, presentations, and exams.  Your regular attendance will be transparent in your answers, 

arguments, and personal reflections. This instructor will make himself available to answer any questions, 

concerns or obstacles to your success in this class at anytime. Do not hesitate to contact him and schedule 

time for an appointment, if the need arises. 

This course will be using the +/- system on final grades based on the following percentages:  

A 94-100 A- 90-93 B+ 87-89 B 84-86 B- 80-83 C+ 77-79 C- 70-73 D+ 67-69 D 64-66 D- 60-63 F 0-59  

University Policies 

Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic 

integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus 

Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/”     

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act  

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability (e.g. additional time on the quizzes), 

please contact me as soon as possible. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities 

requesting accommodations must register with the SJSU Accessible Education Center (AEC) to establish a 

record of their disability. You will need to email me a copy of your AEC form so that I can provide you with the 

appropriate accommodations.  

Academic Integrity  

Students should know that the University’s Code of Student Conduct which can be found at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Student%20Conduct%20Code%202013.pdf. Your own commitment 

to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, 

require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all 

infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and 

Ethical Development is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/.  

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/




Course Name, Number, Semester, Year   Page 4 of 8  

Please verify all web links are active prior to online publication. Revised in June, 2016 

 





http://www.innocenceproject.org-/


Course Name, Number, Semester, Year   Page 7 of 8  

Please verify all web links are active prior to online publication. Revised in June, 2016 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

5 February 18 

& 20 
Current Issues 

The Mask You Live In- Part 2 

Group # 1- Presents 

  Continue to Read: Between The World and Me  

6 February 25 

& 27 
Current Issues 

Expert Speaker- Darryl Cortez- Shop With A Cop Foundation- Graduate of SJSU 

Administration of Justice 

 

Class and Economic Privilege in America/ Documentary: “Poor Kids” 

Poor Kids | FRONTLINE | PBS 
www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/poor-kids 

 

Group #2 Presents 

  Read Between The World And Me pgs. 72-152 

Read We Should All Be Feminists 

Read Just Mercy- Chapters 1-5 

7 March 3 & 

5 

Current Issues 

Group #3 Presents 

Roundtable DISCUSSION #2 

 

March 5-  Expert Speaker- Leon Beauchman- AT&T, MFCC, Black Educators 

Association, Former Scholar Athlete in Basketball in 1969 at SJSU 

  Read Between the World and Me and We Should All Be Feminists 

8 March 10 & 

12 

 

Current Issues 

Group #4 Presents 

Ex 

Midterm Exam Discussed- 200 Points- Open Book- submitted to Canvas at end of 

class 

  

 
Homework- Make a list in a reflective paper on what issues about race, class, 

gender, education, equality etc. that you have come to understand with more
q
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