
San José State University 

Department of Justice Studies 

JS 152-01 and 152-02, Juvenile Delinquency & Juvenile Justice, Spring 2020 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Judith Randle 

Office Location: MH 508 

Telephone: (408) 924-8126 

Email: judith.randle@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: T/R 2:45pm – 3:30pm  

Class Days/Time: T/R 9 – 10:15am (Sec 01) 

T/R 10: 30 – 11:45 (Sec 02) 

 

Classroom: 

 

MH 523 

 

Prerequisites: 

 

Upper Division Standing; JS10, 11, 12, or 25; 100W 

Course Description  

History, theory and functions of the juvenile justice system. The legal processes for delinquent minors, status 

offenders and dependent children, including intake, detention, adjudication and disposition. Current legal issues 

and debate. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) (Required) 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

CLO1: Demonstrate substantive knowledge of, and be able to evaluate and apply, a variety of theories to 

explain why juvenile crime and delinquency occur. 

 

CLO2: Objectively analyze the various types of juvenile delinquent behavior through the blended study of  

theory and method. 

 

CLO3: Demonstrate substantive knowledge about the juvenile justice system, including its history, current 

functions, and jurisprudential foundations. 

Textbooks 

Cox, et al. (2018). Juvenile Justice: A Guide to Theory, Policy, and Practice (9th ed).  Sage Publications. ISBN 

9781506349008 

Zimring (2005). American Juvenile Justice. Oxford. ISBN 9780195181166 

CANVAS Readings are located on the CANVAS course website. 

Other technology requirements / equipment / material  

You must have access to a computer with video playback to watch required videos. 

 



Course CANVAS Page 

Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, lecture slides, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on 

the Canvas learning management system course website. You are responsible for checking daily with the 

messaging system through MySJSU to learn of any updates.  

 

Department’s Reading and Writing Philosophy 

 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 

academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. 

A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 

in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 

Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 

careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 

ameliorate injustice in their persona



 

Class Exercises – Class Exercises are designed to help enhance your learning of the week’s topic by reviewing 

key information, learning new details about a topic, practicing the application of a rule, and/or making 

connections among concepts and readings.  They include activities such as listing facts or concepts and 

completing charts and tables.  Class Exercises are distributed and completed in class on the scheduled lecture 

period.  They are not graded but may be referenced during all quizzes and the final exam.  (CLOs 1 & 2)  

 

Extra Credit: Extra credit assignments may be offered during the semester.  I will take into consideration 

students’ proposals for extra credit assignments.   

Grading Information (Approximate and Subject to Change with Reasonable Notice) 

 

Homework    105  (35



University Policies  

Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant information to all courses, 

such as academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. is 

available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/” Make sure to review these university policies and resources with 

students. 

 

 

Important University Dates:  http://www.sjsu.edu/registrar/calendar/2182/index.html 

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/registrar/calendar/2182/index.html
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Week 

 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  

 

Juvenile Courts: Purpose and Scope 

Textbook: Chs. 6 & 10 

AJJ: Ch. 4 

Movie: Juvenile Court 

9 Mar 17 Juvenile Justice Themes: Prevention, Diversion, and Intervention 

Due: HW6 

9 Mar 19 Juvenile Justice Themes: Prevention, Diversion, and Intervention 

Readings TBD 

10 Mar 24 Juvenile Court Procedures: Adversarial or Cooperative? 

Textbook: Chs. 7 & 9 

Due: HW7 

10 Mar 26 Juvenile Court Procedures 

Guest Speaker 

Week 11: Spring Recess – No Assigned Material 

12 Apr 7 Juvenile Court Procedures: Transfer 

AJJ: Ch. 10 

Due: HW8 

12 Apr 9 Policing Juveniles 

Textbook: Ch. 8 

13 Apr 14 
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