
JS 156 Gangs, Criminal Syndicates & Justice Spring 2020 

mailto:Virginia.Montelongo@sjsu.edu


http://www.apastyle.org/
mailto:silke.higgins@sjsu.edu
http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies


JS 156: Gangs, Criminal Syndicates & Justice Spring 2020 Page 3 

 

 

E-mail Policy: 

 

This course is a traditional in-class lecture setting. Please come prepare to class to listen and take notes 

regarding lecture and assignments. When assignments are given all students will be allotted time to review and 

inquire about the assignment in class.  Feel free to e-mail the instructor should you have any questions not 

addressed in class, and allow for at least two days for a response. Only emails from a student's SJSU email 

address will be replied to, for the confidentiality of the student.  Also, please be advised of the instructors 

availability to students. In addition, the instructor is available for a quick question 10 minutes before class.    

Course Requirements and Assignments 

SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students will spend a minimum 

of forty-five hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit per week), including preparing for class, 

participating in course activities, completing assignments, and so on. More details about student workload can 

be found in University Syllabus Policy S16-9 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf 

 

 
 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf
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Two writing assignments require students to demonstrate their understanding of the course content learning 

outcomes (CLO’S) 1-3. Other experiences that develop mastery of the outcomes include small group 
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Grades are calculated based upon the scale below: 

 

98.0  -  100%    =    A+ 78.0 -  79.9%   =   C+ 

93.0  -  97.9%   =    A 73.0 -  77.9%   =   C 

90.0  -  92.9%   =    A- 70.0 -  72.9 %  =   C- 

88.0  -  89.9 %  =    B+ 68.0 -  69.9 %  =   D+ 

83.0 -   87.9 %  =    B 63.0 -  67.9%   =   D 

80.0 -   82.9%   =    B- 60.0 -  62.9%   =   D-  

 00.0 -  59.9%   =   F 

 

NOTE : University policy F-15-12 (at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F-15-12.pdf) states that, "Students are 

expected to attend all meetings for the courses in which they are enrolled as they are responsible for material 

discussed therein, and active participation is frequently essential to ensure maximum benefit to all class 

members. In some cases, attendance is fundamental to course objectives; for example, students may be required 

to interact with others in the class. Attendance is the responsibility of the students. Participation may be used as 

a criterion for grading when the parameters and their evaluation are clearly defined in the course syllabus and 

the percentage of the overall grade is stated." 

 

Note that “All students have the right, within a reasonable time, to know their academic scores, to review their 

grade-dependent work, and to be provided with explanations for the determination of their course grades.”  See 

University Policy F13-1 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf for more details. 

Classroom Protocol. 

As a note of caution; the content of this course can raise sensitive issues. Given this, students should express 

and conduct themselves with the utmost respect and awareness of the potential impact on others based on 

statements made or views expressed. Conversely, students are encouraged to express their experiences, for the 

benefit of all, in a manner consistent with the same standards for awareness and respect. Perceived violations of 

this expectation will be first viewed as teachable opportunities communicated directly to the student or students 

concerned. 

 

It is expected that students will keep up with the course and its deadlines by checking for updates, new material 

and due dates on a regular basis, and by completing lectures and activities each week.   

 

Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San José State University and the 

University’s Academic Integrity Policy (Academic Senate Policy S07-2), require you to be honest in all your 

academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all alleged violations of the Academic Integrity 

Policy to Student Conduct and Ethical Development. Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. 

Cheating or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas 

without giving proper credit) will result in a [insert Academic Sanction you choose from section 4.0] and 

administrative sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual 

student unless otherwise specified.  

 

Cell phones must be kept OFF OR ON SILENT upon entering and during class structure time. No cell 

phones are to be visible during class structure time. Computers/Recording Devices/Pictures will be 

allowed with a SJSU Accommodation Certification and/or instructor's approval. 

 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf
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University Policies 

Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs maintain university-wide policy information relevant to all 
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 JS 156/ Gangs, Criminal Syndicates & Justice 2020, Spring Course Schedule 

 

The following is an agenda for the semester including topics, readings, assignments, activities and the final 

exam. This course schedule provides a general plan that is subject to change with fair notice.   

Course Schedule : Schedule subject to changed should instructor deem necessary.  

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 1-23-2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Overview 

Instructor introduction 

Syllabus and Course Overview 

Introduction to Gang, Criminal Syndicates and Justice 

Introduction to use of Canvas in JS 156 

Quiz next class: On Syllabus and Ted Talk 

Review Ted Talk: Transcript of " The real story of McMafia - how global crime 

networks work" by Misha Glenny. 19:15 mins ( for next class). 

 

2 1/28/2020 

 

 

 

1/30/2020 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

13 4/14/2020 

 

 

 

4/16/2020 

 

Reading: Chapter 9: What Works: Prevention 

Quiz (Q4) chapters 6-7                                                                                         

Guest Speaker: TBD 

  

Assignment/Activity: 

2nd Assignment (Hardcopy) due in Class by 7:30 a.m.                          

*PowerPoints Presentations to Begin 

14 4/21/2020 

 

4/23/2020 

Powerpoint Presentations  continue ? 

  

Chapter 10: What Works: Intervention and Suppression  

 

15 4/28/2020 

 

 

 

4/30/2020 

 

Reading:  Class handout   

TED TALK: Tattoos on the Heart: Power of Compassion by Father Greg 

Boyle ( 2 hr. 52 mins)- read for discussion on 4-30-20 

 

Discuss Ted Talk 

16 5/5/2020 

 

5/7/2020 

 

 

5/15/2020 

FRIDAY 

Class lecture on local, domestic and international gangs.  

 

Recap on material for Final 

 

 

FINAL-(Chapters 8-10 and Handouts) 7:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.                                                             

NEED a LARGE GREEN SCANTRON #882 E 
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