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San José State University 

 Department of Justice Studies 

JS 171, Human Rights and Justice 

The schedule is subject to change with fair notice. Students will be notified of changes to the schedule or assigned readings via email. You can 

always find the most up-to-date syllabus here so check back frequently. 

 

Course and Contact Information  

Instructor:   Dr. Roni Abusaad 

Email: roni.abusaad@sjsu.edu 
 

Office Location: Online 

 

Office Hours: Contact me via Canvas with any inquiries. 
 

Prerequisites: Core GE, WST test, 100W 
 

GE/SJSU Studies Category: Area V: Culture, Civilization, and Global Understanding 
 

JS Competency Area: Area D: Local, Transnational, Historical 

 

Class Overview 

 

This is a self-paced online class. 

 

The expectation is that you will spend 4

mailto:roni.abusaad@sjsu.edu


JS 171

http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/respondus/
https://www.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=967937270
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1 1/26 Introduction to the Course 

 

*Do the readings ILUVW��WKHQ�FRPSOHWH�ZRUNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�ZHHN¶V�VOLGH�GHFN�

with additional required videos and resources. Note that videos are linked in 

the presentation and that the files can also be accessed in the Drive folder. 

 

Readings: 

Ɣ This syllabus 

Ɣ Advocates 2011 Human Rights Toolkit - Intro Excerpt Pg 4-5 

Ɣ Summary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 

Ɣ Bio on:  

ż Desmond Tutu 

Sign up for the Human Rights Watch Daily Briefing 

and Amnesty International emails to keep up with the 

latest news related to human rights and get action 

alerts. 

 

Class participation #1 

Ɣ Click on Discussion and post your response to 

Introductions 

2 2/2 Introduction to Human Rights 

 

Readings:  

Ɣ Active Reading Handout 

Ɣ Reichert Chap 2 - Beginnings of Human Rights 

Ɣ Goodhart - The Universalism of Human Rights, pg. 19-24  

Ɣ Bio on:  

ż Eleanor Roosevelt 

Class participation #2 

Ɣ Complete the survey: ³+RZ�LV�6DQ�-RVH�GRLQJ�

RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV"´  

Ɣ The survey is not embedded in Canvas, but I 

receive your submissions directly and will log 

your participation within a week of 

completion. 

3 

http://action.hrw.org/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1908&ea.campaign.id=40786&_ga=2.14172401.752251827.1503280197-1628875247.1494809666
http://act.amnestyusa.org/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1839&ea.campaign.id=27968
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11R76984FeWPeb_PLanBe8Hfevr_MC1qIczl_4re7sAE/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11R76984FeWPeb_PLanBe8Hfevr_MC1qIczl_4re7sAE/edit
https://prezi.com/p_xm2zqwzjf3/sjsu-human-rights-module-by-edith-kinney/?utm_campaign=share&token=f0b94756a2f649fa68e4e672c2dc72ca2de3cdfef48da276036a890fbec5ff41&utm_medium=copy
https://prezi.com/p_xm2zqwzjf3/sjsu-human-rights-module-by-edith-kinney/?utm_campaign=share&token=f0b94756a2f649fa68e4e672c2dc72ca2de3cdfef48da276036a890fbec5ff41&utm_medium=copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjleElRVmIzSHU2QUE
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Read before completing slide deck: 

Ɣ Chap 11 of Human Rights in our Own Backyard (HRIIOB) - 

³(URVLRQ�RI�3ROLWLFDO�DQG�&LYLO�5LJKWV�DIWHU�����´ 

Ɣ Online:  "Why Human Rights are More Important than National 

Security", Jane Smiley 

 

Read while going through slide deck (referenced there): 

Ɣ Handout: 2014 Senate Intelligence Committee  Report on CIA torture 

Ɣ Issue Brief - 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jane-smiley/why-human-rights-are-more_b_73286.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jane-smiley/why-human-rights-are-more_b_73286.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VRXdq9YmFFpJeDA7P4Pz6VpxwAapPZ7RB4fhRYXTFBg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjlQUdWeFItRlNBdUE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjlQUdWeFItRlNBdUE
http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/speeches/malcolm_x_ballot.html
http://time.com/4144655/international-human-rights-day-black-lives-matter/
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
https://hbr.org/2017/01/how-protests-become-successful-social-movements
https://hbr.org/2017/01/how-protests-become-successful-social-movements
https://hbr.org/2017/01/how-protests-become-successful-social-movements
https://justlists.wordpress.com/2009/10/16/8-stages-of-successful-social-movements/
https://justlists.wordpress.com/2009/10/16/8-stages-of-successful-social-movements/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjlYWlqYUM4S0oxY2M
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Ɣ SSIR - 5 Basic Levers for Social Change 

Ɣ 4 Roles in Successful Social Movements 

 

  Spring Break  

10 3/29 Economic Rights 

 

Readings: 

Ɣ Watch the documentary The Corporation (available online and in the 

library) 

Ɣ +5,22%�&KDSWHU����³6ZHDWVKLUWV�DQG�6ZHDWVKRSV��/DERU�5LJKWV��

$FWLYLVP�DQG�WKH�&KDOOHQJHV�RI�&ROOHJLDWH�$SSDUHO�0DQXIDFWXULQJ´ 

Ɣ Report: A Hidden Crisis 

Ɣ Bios on:  

ż Muhammad Yunus 

ż Cesar Chavez 

Quiz #4 (On modules 9-10) 

 

Recommendation: Make sure everything is lined up 

to complete your action before 11/17. Start drafting 

your final paper, which should build on the research 

that you started in the proposal. 

11 4/12 Vulnerable Groups 

Discrimination against Women 

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
 

Readings:  

Ɣ Read Reichert Chap 5 on Vulnerable Groups 

Ɣ Online resource:Amnesty International CEDAW Fact Sheet 

Ɣ Online resource: GENDER: For U.S., Lessons in CEDAW From San 

Francisco 

Ɣ Online: Asian Americans Crowdsource Open Letter to Families: 

µ%ODFN�/LYHV�0DWWHU�7R�8V��7RR¶� 

ż Online: Read the letter  

Ɣ Bios on:  

ż Malala Yousafzai 

ż Dolores Huerta 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjlYWlqYUM4S0oxY2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oOafbpaVw90
https://sjsu-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01CALS_ALMA71409150300002901&context=L&vid=01CALS_SJO&lang=en_US&search_scope=EVERYTHING&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&isFrbr=true&tab=everything&query=any,contains,the%20corporation%20documentary&sortby=rank&offset=0
https://www.wpusa.org/Publication/A_Hidden_Crisis.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/files/pdfs/cedaw_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.ipsnews.net/2009/11/gender-for-us-lessons-in-cedaw-from-san-francisco/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2009/11/gender-for-us-lessons-in-cedaw-from-san-francisco/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/asian-americans-crowdsource-open-letter-explain-blacklivesmatter-elders-n606441
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/asian-americans-crowdsource-open-letter-explain-blacklivesmatter-elders-n606441
https://lettersforblacklives.com/dear-mom-dad-uncle-auntie-black-lives-matter-to-us-too-7ca577d59f4c
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12 4/19 The Rights to Food and Shelter, Health and Education 

 

Readings:  

Ɣ Online: Poor Kids in Silicon Valley (Complete all readings and 

watch all videos in the module) 

Ɣ Research Round-up: Examples of Systemic Racism in Education 

Ɣ Fact Sheet: How Bad Is the School-to-Prison Pipeline? 

 

Human Rights and Immigration / Environmental Rights / Animal Rights  

 

Readings: 

Ɣ Bio on:  

ż Berta Caceres 

Quiz # 5 (Cumulative - focusing on material in 

weeks 11-13) 

 

 

Recommendation: Work to finalize your paper. Get 

help from the writing desk or the research librarian if 

needed. Find someone who can help proofread your 

paper and check that your citations are complete and 

adhere to APA style. 

 

 

IMPORTANT: Action must be completed by this 

date. 

 4/26 Draft of Final Paper 

Work on completing final paper and preparing your presentation 

 

No readings 

 

Prepare and record your presentations. 

Draft of final paper due 

 

This draft should effectively be your final paper - 

comprehensive and complete. The idea is that only 

minor updates and changes would be required in 

advance of final submission. 

 

 5/3 Presentations 

 

Complete edits to your draft so that your final paper is ready for submission. 

 

No readings 

Student presentations due 

 5/10 Final Papers 

No final exam 

 

No readings 

Final paper due 

http://www.cnn.com/interactive/2015/03/opinion/ctl-child-poverty/#0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16TkJ1k6rj9dIys0bcsxBCeXw6KZfg_TD
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/education-under-arrest/school-to-prison-pipeline-fact-sheet/
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receive a grade of zero. 

Determination of Grades 

Quizzes (5 quizzes, 7% each) 35% 

Class Participation (5 assignments) 10% 

Proposal for Final Paper and Action 
Project 

10% 

Draft research paper 5% 

Final research paper 25% 

Presentation 15% 

 

Grading Scale 

The final course grade will be calculated based on the following standard  scale: 
 

98-100 A+ 80-83 B- 64-67 D 

94-97 A 78-79 C+ 60-63 D- 

90-93 A- 74-77 C <60 F 

88-89 B+ 70-73 C-   

84-87 B 68-69 D+   

Students must achieve a grade of C or better (C- not accepted) to fulfill Justice Studies major requirements. 

Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENGL/LLD 100A with a C or better (Cဨ�not accepted), and completion of Core General Education are 
prerequisite to all SJSU Studies courses. Completion of, or coဨregistration in, 100W is strongly recommended. A minimum aggregate GPA of 2.0 in GE 
Areas R, S, & V shall be required of all students. 

 

Course Description 

Interdisciplinary exploration of human rights instruments, institutions, and notable human rights campaigns. The historical development of human 

rights and contemporary threats to the realization of fundamental dignity for human and non-human animals will also be explored. 
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http://sjsu.instructure.com/
https://www.respondus.com/download/


JS 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMv8o7cz1Sc
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http://www.un.org/en/rights
http://www.ohchr.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/UniversalHumanRightsInstruments.aspx
http://www.amnesty.org/en/human-rights
http://www.hrw.org/en/publications
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt
http://www.hurisearch.org/
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� Minieri, J., & Getsos, P. (2007). Tools for Radical Democracy: How to Organize for Power in Your Community (1st ed.). San Francisco: 

Jossey-Bass.  http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record=b4943244~S1 

� Shaw, R. (2013). The Activist's Handbook: Winning Social Change in the 21st Century 

http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4943244~S1
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4943244~S1
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4943244~S1
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4833190~S1
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4833190~S1
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4833190~S1
http://beautifultrouble.org/case/
http://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/browse_methods
http://www.amnestyusa.org/get-involved/take-action-now
http://www.commoncause.org/take-action/find-elected-officials
http://reclaimdemocracy.org/effective_letters_editor/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
mailto:silke.higgins@sjsu.edu
mailto:silke.higgins@sjsu.edu
http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies
http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/
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Justice Studies Department Reading and Writing Philosophy 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes academic, critical, and creative 

engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to 

think critically and to act meaningfully  in interrelated areas of their lives±personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and  cultural. 

Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of 

fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy 

is evident not only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a  lifetime. 
 

SJSU Writing Center 

http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/wellness/foodresources/oncampus
http://www.sjsu.edu/wellness/foodresources/oncampus
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