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 1. Please include in the “subject line” the course number, your name, and a specific 

description of your inquiry or comment (e.g., JS189, Your Name, subject).  The instructor 

will not respond to “no subject” e-mails, or any e-mail where the student is not identified 

in either the subject line or body of the e-mail.   

Senior Seminar: Contemporary Problems, JS189-03, Spring, 2019        

2. E-mailed inquiries should be relatively short in nature. Students should make an 

appointment to meet with me to discuss more extensive inquiries. Students will be 

referred to the course syllabus with respect to questions that are addressed by simply 

reading the syllabus.  

Course Description   

Identification, discussion and analysis of selected problems in justice and miscarriages of 

justice. A major term paper on a selected topic is required.  Prerequisite: Senior standing 

in final semester; Justice Studies or Forensic Science major; JS 100W and JS 114 with a 

"C or better"; Department Consent   

Note: A grade of "C" or better is required for Justice Studies majors. 

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives (LO) 
 



can rent an electronic copy of the textbook via 

https://www.vitalsource.com/referral?term=9781544365152 

 The 90 day rental should take you to the end of April which is all you need.  

 

Additional Readings will be posted on Canvas  

 

Assignments 
 

1. Current events (10%): Students will be required to submit two current event summaries 

relevant to our justice system. Students will submit a 1-page referenced write-up per 

assignment. [LO4-5] 

2. Presentation and Participation (40%) Each student will be responsible for offering one 

in-class presentation of a specific miscarriage of justice. [LO 2-5] 

A schedule of presentations will be provided; Following each presentation, students 

should be prepared to pose questions to the class to facilitate class discussion. While 

the instructor will moderate discourse, students are largely responsible for engaging in 

inquiry and discussion. Participation is expected weekly and will involve discussion of 

the readings. Sitting silently in class is not sufficient for participation marks.  

3. Quizzes 10%:  Two quizzes will cover the course material/lectures building up to those 

weeks 

4. Topic Materials and Final paper 30%: Each student will write a 15-16 page policy 

paper (not including the cover page or references) analyzing a justice-related topic as a 

requirement for this course. Students can choose their topic based on their own 

research interests, but the topic must be communicated with the instructor through the 

submission of Topic Materials (see course schedule). An outline will be provided for 

this. No paper will be accepted without previous communication and approval. 

5. Resume 10%: build a resume for next steps whether it be application to grad school, 

law school or a career IROORZLQJ�WKLV�GHJUHH« 

 

 

All assignments must be completed to fulfill the requirements of the course and class 

attendance is required 

 
 

Grading Scale for All Assignments 
 

Letter Grade   Percent 

A plus (+) 97-100 

A  94-96.9 
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Note: A grade of C or better is required for all Justice Studies major and minor 

coursework, and desirable for students enrolled in the Forensic Science majors and/or 

minor. 

 

 

Class Protocol and Policies 
 

¶ Late assignments submitted will NOT be accepted and results in an automatic fail unless 

extraordinary, unless documented circumstances exist or a doctor’s note is presented.  

Avoid missing labs.  Make-up sessions may not be available.  Should you know in 

advance of any extenuating circumstances that conflict with such sessions, it is your 

responsibility to inform your professor.  The possibility for submitting an alternative 

assignment may be granted at the discretion of the professor, but be advised that such 

undertaking will be quite demanding.  If there is any doubt about the requirements for an 

assignment, or due dates/times, re-read the directions of the assignment and/or schedule.  

If your question(s) remains unanswered, contact your professor for clarification.  

¶ Attendance and class participation is expected.  It is essential that you come to class 

prepared.  Therefore, it is your responsibility to stay on top of your readings, complete 



individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation 

and basic skills development

http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/
tel:408.924.2910
http://www.sjsu.edu/chhs/ssc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/


Wednesday................... May 20 .......................... Final Examinations Make-Up Day (MU) 

Thursday....................... May 21 .......................... Grade Evaluation Day (E) 

Friday ............................ May 22 ......................... Grades Due From Faculty (G) 

Friday ............................ May 22 .......................... End of Academic Year - End of Spring  

       Semester 

Wednesday-Friday........ May 20-22..................... Commencement (C) 

Monday ......................... May 25 .......................... Memorial Day - Campus Closed (M) 
 

Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 
 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the 

Department promotes academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading 

and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of language 





12 04/13 

& 

04/15 

-Continued- 

 

-Continued- 

Current event #2 due 11:59 pm  

 

13 04/20 

& 

04/22 

In class application for scholarship 

including personal statements 

 

Read up on the scholarships available on 

the JS website 

14 
04/27 

& 

04/29 



 



11 
 

04/06 

& 

04/08 

Case examples from blow fly life stages 

Egg case and egg collection 

1st instar case 

3rd instar case and larval collection 

Puparia case and collection 

Teneral fly collection 

 

 

 

 

Put out “carrion” in burial ground for 

collection  

Examine case reports 

  Amendt. J, Anderson, GS, Campobasso, 

CP, Dadour, I, Gaudry, E, Hall, MJR, et al. 

2015. Standard Practices. IN: Forensic 

Entomology, International Dimensions and 

Frontiers. Tomberlin JK, Benbow ME, 

Eds. Ch. 29 pp 381-398. CRC Press, Boca 

Raton, FL. 

Anderson GS, Cervenka VJ. 2001. Insects 

associated with the body: Their use and 

analyses. IN: Haglund W, Sorg M, editors. 

Advances in Forensic Taphonomy 

Methods, Theory and Archaeological 



 

 

05/04 

& 

05/06 

 

16 
 05/11 

No class 

 

Study for finals 

17 
 

Final Exam 

http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/final-exam-schedule-spring.html 

http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/final-exam-schedule-spring.html
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