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http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/respondus/
https://www.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=967937270
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Course Schedule 

 

Module Topics and Readings Assignments  Due Date 

for all 

readings 

and 

assignments 

 Introduction to the Course 

● Review the full syllabus in depth. 

● Read the excerpt from the Human Rights Toolkit 

Class participation #1 

● Introductions 

1/26 

1 Overview of Human Rights 

 

Readings:  

● Goodhart - The Universalism of Human Rights, pg. 19-24  

● Reichert Chap 2 - Beginnings of Human Rights 

● Bios on:  

○ Eleanor Roosevelt 

○ Desmond Tutu 

 

Then complete working through the week’s slide deck with additional 

required videos and resources. 

Class participation #2 

● Discussion: What does the public 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjleElRVmIzSHU2QUE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11R76984FeWPeb_PLanBe8Hfevr_MC1qIczl_4re7sAE/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11R76984FeWPeb_PLanBe8Hfevr_MC1qIczl_4re7sAE/edit


JS 25:  “

https://prezi.com/p_xm2zqwzjf3/sjsu-human-rights-module-by-edith-kinney/?utm_campaign=share&token=f0b94756a2f649fa68e4e672c2dc72ca2de3cdfef48da276036a890fbec5ff41&utm_medium=copy


https://prezi.com/p_xm2zqwzjf3/sjsu-human-rights-module-by-edith-kinney/?utm_campaign=share&token=f0b94756a2f649fa68e4e672c2dc72ca2de3cdfef48da276036a890fbec5ff41&utm_medium=copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjleElRVmIzSHU2QUE
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jane-smiley/why-human-rights-are-more_b_73286.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jane-smiley/why-human-rights-are-more_b_73286.html


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VRXdq9YmFFpJeDA7P4Pz6VpxwAapPZ7RB4fhRYXTFBg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VRXdq9YmFFpJeDA7P4Pz6VpxwAapPZ7RB4fhRYXTFBg
http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/speeches/malcolm_x_ballot.html
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
https://hbr.org/2017/01/how-protests-become-successful-social-movements
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○ Online: 8 Stages of Successful Social Movements  

● Four Roles in Successful Social Movements 

● SSIR - 5 Basic Levers for Social Change 

● Bios on:  

○ Muhammad Yunus 

○ Cesar Chavez 

 

Recommended, but not required: The Corporation 

 

8 Vulnerable Groups - Discrimination against Women, Sexual 

Orientation and Gender Identity 

 

Readings:  

● Read Reichert Chap 5 on Vulnerable Groups 

● Amnesty International CEDAW Fact Sheet 

● Online resource: GENDER: For U.S., Lessons in CEDAW 

From San Francisco 

● Online: Asian Americans Crowdsource Open Letter to 

Families: ‘Black Lives Matter To Us, Too’  

○ Online: Read the letter  

● Bios on:  

○ Malala Yousafzai 

○ Dolores Huerta 

 

 

 
 

  Reflection #2 - The reflection should 

cover Module 8 material and be 

submitted via Canvas. 

● Reflection instructions 

5/10 

 

 

 Review for final exam   

 

 

https://justlists.wordpress.com/2009/10/16/8-stages-of-successful-social-movements/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjlcHpzd3hBM3ZSejA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3DPOcleTyjlYWlqYUM4S0oxY2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSGF9JbtNac
https://www.amnestyusa.org/files/pdfs/cedaw_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.ipsnews.net/2009/11/gender-for-us-lessons-in-cedaw-from-san-francisco/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2009/11/gender-for-us-lessons-in-cedaw-from-san-francisco/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/asian-americans-crowdsource-open-letter-explain-blacklivesmatter-elders-n606441
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/asian-americans-crowdsource-open-letter-explain-blacklivesmatter-elders-n606441
https://lettersforblacklives.com/dear-mom-dad-uncle-auntie-black-lives-matter-to-us-too-7ca577d59f4c
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course, especially focusing on Modules 5-8) 
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Course Description 
 

From Catalog:  “This course is a lower division introduction to the history of human rights as a concept and body of international law, and to the complicated role 

of human rights in contemporary social justice campaigns.” 

 

This course explores the following: 

● The origin of human rights (as an idea and body of law) 

● The definition of human rights in international law (i.e. through human rights instruments, such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)? 

● Functions of the major international courts (ICC and ICJ) 

● Significant human rights related international NGOs and their workings 

● The relationship between international human rights and human rights struggles and social problems in the U.S. and local communities 

GE Learning Outcomes (GELO) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  

 

● (GELO1) Place contemporary developments in cultural, historical, environmental, and spatial contexts. 

● (GELO2) Identify the dynamics of ethnic, cultural, gender/sexual, age-based, class, regional, national, transnational, and global identities and the 

similarities, differences, linkages, and interactions between them. 

● (GELO3) Evaluate social science information, draw on different points of view, and formulate applications appropriate to contemporary social issues. 

● (GELO4) Students will be able to apply multidisciplinary material to a topic relevant to policy and social action at the local, national, and/or international 

levels. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)  

The goals of this course are to (1) give students a basic understanding of the events, actors and ideas that gave rise to the concept of human rights; (2) give students 

a basic understanding of international human rights law and a general familiarity with common human rights instruments; (3) give students the opportunity to 

grapple with the complicated relationship in theory and practice between human rights and social justice.  As part of this last goal, students will become relatively 

familiar with several contemporary human rights campaigns. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

● (CLO1) Recall a general history of human rights including the significant events, actors, and ideas that gave rise to the concept of human rights. 

● (CLO2) Demonstrate a general familiarity with major human rights instruments and how these instruments work with regard to international (treaty) law.  

● (CLO3) Demonstrate a familiarity with several current human rights campaigns (domestic and international), reporting agencies (Human Rights Watch, 

Amnesty International, etc.), and policy debates. 

Library Liaison 

 



mailto:silke.higgins@sjsu.edu
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TOTAL      100% 

 

Grading Scale 

Exams and final grades will be calculated as a percentage on a typical “10 point scale”: 

 

98-100% A+ 

94-97 A 

90-93 A- 

88-89 B+ 

84-87 B 

80-83 B- 

78-79 C+ 

74-77 C 

70-73 C- 

68-69 D+ 

64-67 D 

60-63 D- 

<60  F 

Classroom Protocol 

1. This course depends on participation and independent learning via online resources.  Students are expected to complete all assignments in a timely fashion. 

2. Students are expected to complete all readings and assignments by the due dates indicated on the syllabus. There will be no extension for any assignment. 

3. Students will be tested on acquired knowledge regularly throughout the course, any questions should be directed to the instructor of the course ahead of time. 

 

Optional: Extra Credit Opportunity 

I highly encourage students to get out into the community and engage with current issues. To this end, I’m offering all students the opportunity for extra 

credit up to 5 percentage points. This is optional and could be completed anytime during the semester, but must be submitted before the final. 

To earn extra credit, identify an event related to a current human rights topic and email me beforehand to check if it would count. Pre-approval is 

required. If approved, attend the event and write a 1,500 word essay that summarizes the issue highlighted in the event and your reflection, connecting 

the event to specific material covered in this course. 

Let me know at any point if there is an event you are interested in attending and I will also highlight opportunities throughout the semester. 

 
JUSTICE STUDIES READING AND WRITING PHILOSOPHY  
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The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes academic, critical, and creative engagement with 

language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act 

meaningfully in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. Graduates of the Department of Justice 

Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively 

identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not only within the span of a specific 

course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime. 

University Policies 

Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be 

available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/” 

 

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
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