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San José State University 

Department of Justice Studies 

JS 10: Introduction to Justice Studies, Fall 2021 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Professor Grace Howard 

 

Office Location: On Zoom by appointment, see information below 

 

mailto:grace.howard@sjsu.edu
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
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regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU at http://my.sjsu.edu (or other communication 

system as indicated by the instructor) to learn of any updates. 

Course Description  

Examines the historical and philosophical development of the justice system; description, analysis and 

evaluation of criminal justice agencies, and explores the relationship between theory and practice.  

Note: Must achieve a grade of “C” or better to fulfill Justice Studies major requirements. 

Course Format  

This is a mixed modalities online class. On Mondays, we will have synchronous online meetings via zoom. On 

Wednesdays, we will have asynchronous online class activities and assignments. Students will need access to 

the internet to complete readings and activities online, and to submit assignments and exams on Canvas. 

 

Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging  

Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on Canvas. You 

are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU on Spartan App Portal) to 

learn of any updates.  

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

CLO 1: Provide an introduction of the characteristics, structure, and processes of justice system operations in 

the United States. 

CLO 2: Explain criminology, criminal law, criminal statistics, and constitutional criminal procedure as it relates 

to practices within the justice system. 

CLO 3: Describe and discuss the purpose, functions, critical issues, and societal interactions of the three major 

components of the justice system, which includes the police, courts, and corrections. 

Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 

http://my.sjsu.edu/
http://one.sjsu.edu/
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Please note, a “C” or higher is required to receive credit for this course toward a Justice Studies or Forensic 

Science Major. Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENGL/LLD 100A with a C or better (C minus not 

accepted), and completion of Core General Education are prerequisite to all SJSU Studies courses. Completion 

of, or co-registration in, 100W is strongly recommended. A minimum aggregate GPA of 2.0 in GE Areas R, S, 

& V shall be required of all students. 

 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 

Students should review SJSU’s Academic Integrity policy: 

www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf 

Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the 

University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are 

required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. 

 

The University will not tolerate instances of academic dishonesty. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting 

the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in 

a failing grade and sanctions by the University. Students must complete all assignments unless otherwise 

specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have previously submitted for 

credit, or plan to submit for another class, please note that the SJSU Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval 

of instructors. 

 

Classroom Protocol 

 

1. This course depends on participation and interaction. Try to stay on schedule with the course modules 

and assignments. Come to our Zoom class meetings ready to discuss and ask questions! 

 

2. It’s a weird time for everybody right now. Please bring patience and care for yourself, your classmates, 

and your professor. Remember—we are all human. 

 

3. All classroom participants are expected to foster an environment that encourages participation, rather 

than silencing others (be respectful to one another, do not insult or intimidate others, evaluate alternative 

views with an open mind). We will discuss ground rules and develop classroom standards of conduct at 

the beginning of the semester. 

 

4. Students are encouraged to complete all readings and assignments by the dates indicated on the syllabus. 

Be sure to check the course Canvas website regularly for updates. 

 

5. Students are responsible for any and all notes and materials missed in their absence. 

 

If you or a friend is in need of emotional support, please visit SJSU’s Counseling and Psychological Services 

(CAPS) www.sjsu.edu/counseling service. Phone:ervic 2/912 0 61ET
Q
q
0t0s 

http://www.ywca-sv.org/
http://www.ywca-sv.org/
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Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic 

integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus 

Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/” 

 

Recording Zoom Classes 

This course or portions of this course (i.e., lectures, discussions, student presentations) will be recorded for 

instructional or educational purposes. The recordings will only be shared with students enrolled in the class 

through Canvas. The recordings will be deleted at the end of the semester. If, however, you would prefer to 

remain anonymous during these recordings, then please speak with the instructor about possible 

accommodations (e.g., temporarily turning off identifying information from the Zoom session, including student 

name and picture, prior to recording).  

 

Students are not allowed to record without instructor permission. Students are prohibited from recording class 

activities (including class lectures, office hours, advising sessions, etc.), distributing class recordings, or posting 

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S90-5.pdf
http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/catalog/rec-12234.12506.html
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Dropping and Adding 

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  

Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  

Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic year calendars document on the Academic Calendars 

webpage at http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and 

penalties for dropping classes.  

 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/. 

 

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special 

arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, 

or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with disabilities 

requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/aec to establish a record of their disability. 

Accommodation to Students' Religious Holidays 

San José State University shall provide accommodation on any graded class work or activities for students 

wishing to observe religious holidays when such observances require students to be absent from class. It is the 

responsibility of the student to inform the instructor, in writing, about such holidays before the add deadline at 

the start of each semester. If such holidays occur before the add deadline, the student must notify the instructor, 

in writing, at least three days before the date that he/she will be absent. It is the responsibility of the instructor to 

make every reasonable effort to honor the student request without penalty, and of the student to make up the 

work missed.  See University Policy S14-7 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf. 

SJSU Counseling Services  

The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in Room 

201, Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to 

provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic 

issues on an individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an appointment or learn more information, 

visit Counseling Services website at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling. 

 

Technology Requirements 

Students are required to have an electronic device, preferably with a microphone. SJSU has a free equipment 

loan program available for students. 

 

Students will need access to reliable internet for participation in this class. If you do not currently have reliable 

Wi-Fi, please inform the instructor as soon as possible to come up with a plan. See Learn Anywhere website for 

current Wi-‐Fi options on campus. 

 

Zoom Classroom Etiquette 

http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/
http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/aec
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
/learnanywhere/
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●   Mute Your Microphone: To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your 

microphone when you are not speaking.  

●   Be Mindful of Background Noise and Distractions: Find a quiet place to “attend” class, to the greatest 

extent possible. 

○ Avoid video setups where people may be walking behind you, people talking/making noise, etc. 

○ Avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as shuffling papers, listening to music in 

the background, etc. 

●   Position Your Camera Properly: If you are using one, be sure your webcam is in a stable position and 

focused at eye level. 

●   Limit Your Distractions/Avoid Multitasking
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