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San José State University 

Department of Justice Studies 

JS100W-02, Writing Workshop Fall 2021 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Susie M. Rivera, J.D., M.S., CPCC 

Office Location: 
https://sjsu.zoom.us/my/susierivera  

 

Telephone: 408-206-3556 

Email: 
Susie.Rivera@sjsu.edu (canvas messaging is preferred method of 

communications) 

 

Office Hours: 
Mondays and Wednesdays 730-830pm and by appointment 

https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/4772571194 

 

Class Days/Time: Monday and Wednesday 4:00-5:15PM 

Classroom: Hugh Gillis Hall Room 122 

Prerequisites: 

mailto:Susie.Rivera@sjsu.edu
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/4772571194
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://my.sjsu.edu/
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Other learning objectives 

LO1  Students shall be able to refine the competencies established in Written Communication 1A and 1B as 

summarized below. Satisfaction of this objective will be measured through the evaluation of outlining 

exercises, a research paper draft, and a research paper final draft. 

1A Student learning: 

1. Students should be able to effectively perform the essential steps in the writing process (pre-writing, 

organizing, composing, revising, and editing). 

2. Students should be able to express (explain, analyze, develop, and criticize) ideas effectively. 

3. Students should be able to use correct grammar (syntax, mechanics, and citation of sources) at a college 

level of sophistication. 

4. Students should be able to write for different audiences (both specialized and general). 

1B Student learning: 

1. Students should be able to use (locate, analyze, and evaluate) supporting materials, including independent 

library research. 

2. Students should be able to synthesize ideas encountered in multiple readings 

3. Students should be able to construct effective arguments 

 

LO2  Students shall be able to express (explain, analyze, develop, and criticize) ideas effectively, including 

ideas encountered in multiple readings and expressed in different forms of discourse. Satisfaction of this 

objective will be measured through the evaluation of article critiques of scholarly research, a critique of 

student work, and an oral debate. 

LO3  Students shall be able to organize and develop essays and documents for both professional and general 

audiences, including appropriate editorial standards for citing primary and secondary sources. Satisfaction 

of this objective will be measured through the evaluation periodic diagnostics (in-class written 

examinations) and various organizational exercises, both in and outside of class. 

LO4 Express issues related to diversity (equity/social justice) in written and/or oral form(s). 

Required Texts/Readings  

Textbook (Available at Spartan Bookstore; ISBN: 978-1-4338-3215-4) 

 

of 

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.bn.com/
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Additional Readings 

http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf
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This assignment will require you to compile a reference list that will consist of (10) scholarly peer reviewed 

journal articles (no books, web sites, newspapers, or magazines) related to your topic, which you may and 

should use for your research paper. At least half of the journal articles listed need to be empirical/quantitative 

research studies. [LO1] 

 

 

 

 

Research Paper Outline 

This assignment will enhance your overall outlining skills; help you to realize the utility of this skill in relation 

to the comprehension of complex material, and to test your ability to work in a collaborative manner. [LO2] 

 
Research Paper Outline Critique  

7KLV�DVVLJQPHQW�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�\RX�WR�FULWLTXH�D�IHOORZ�VWXGHQW¶V�UHVHDUFK�SDSHU�RXWOLQH�DV�D�preparation exercise for the 

completion of a research paper draft. Students will exchange research paper outlines, and via the use of a critique 

form, will provide constructive feedback for a fellow student to aid in the preparation of a cohesive research paper 

rough draft. [LO2] 

 

Research Paper Rough Draft 

This assignment is designed to provide you with the opportunity to develop a well thought out and written 

rough draft of the research paper required for this course. Utilization of the previously completed research paper 

outline and critique will provide you with a solid foundation for the development of a quality paper. [LO1] 

 

Peer Review Assignment 

This assignment is designed to help students develop the ability to critically analyze the written work of others 

(i.e., fellow students), which in turn will assist each student in learning to recognize area of improvement in 

their own writing. [LO2] 

 

Research Paper Final Draft 

The purpose of the writing workshop is to teach you, the student, how to read and think critically, and to 

communicate clearly and concisely in a professional style. This assignment is designed to provide a medium 

through which you can improve your research and writing skills while increasing your knowledge about the 

criminal justice system.  

Students will be required to write an 8±10-page analytical research paper. A separate handout detailing the 

VSHFLILF�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKLV�DVVLJQPHQW�LV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�LQVWUXFWRU¶V�ZHE�VLWH��>/2�@ 

 

In-Class Debate 

The purpose of this assignment is to teach students to critically analyze both sides of a justice related topic in 

the form of a class discussion/debate.  Students will be asked to develop logical and supported arguments for 

both sides of a specific health related issue.  The second element of this assignment will allow students to work 

in small groups to defend their arguments in a class debate. [LO2 and LO4]  

Grading Policy and Late Submissions 

Written assignments will primarily be graded on content; however, poor writing mechanics and APA formatting 

will be result in a moderate point deduction. Assistance with APA can be found at: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  

In order to demonstrate your comprehension of the course material, and knowledgeable application of theory, 

one must be able to write in a clear and effective manner. Always carefully proofread your assignments before 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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submitting them. Late assignment submissions will not be accepted without a valid excuse which can be 

documented and substantiated in a timely manner. 

$�JUDGH�RI�³&´�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�SDVV�WKLV�FRXUVH� 

 
Completion of all assignments is required to successfully pass this course, regardless of whether the assignment is 

for credit (i.e., points), or as a result of a late submission, the assignment is ineligible to receive points. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-5.pdf
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1RWH�WKDW�³$OO�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW��ZLWKLQ�D�UHDVRQDEOH�WLPH��WR�NQRZ�WKHLU�DFDGHPLF�VFRUHV��WR�UHYLHZ�WKHLU�

grade-GHSHQGHQW�ZRUN��DQG�WR�EH�SURYLGHG�ZLWK�H[SODQDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�FRXUVH�JUDGHV�´��6HH�

University Policy F13-1 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf for more details. 

Grading Information  

Content Grading Rubric 

High Score: Excellent presentation with insightful, well-reasoned analysis and discussion that demonstrates a 

clear understanding of the reading(s), the issue(s) and the purpose of the assignment. 

Above Average Score: Good presentation, with somewhat less consistency but clearly demonstrates an 

understanding of the assignment, the issue(s) and the reading(s). 

Average Score: Adequate demonstration of basic understanding of the assignment, issue(s), and reading(s), but 

needs improvement. Ideas may be underdeveloped or writing may have serious grammar or APA-related issues. 

Failing Score: The submission of incomplete work, or the inability to demonstrate an understanding of the 

assignment, reading(s) or issue(s). The inability of effectively, articulating an appropriate response to the 

assignment. 

 

Writing Standards  
 

1.  Conformity to the American Psychological Association standards for scholarly writing. The minimum 

standards include the following:  

a.  Consistent use of complete sentences;  

b.  Correct use of grammatical constructions, punctuation, sequencing (paragraphing), referencing, 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf
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Classroom Protocol 

1. Students are expected to: attend all class meetings, arrive on time, stay for the duration of the class period, 

complete all readings and assignments in accordance with the dates on the course schedule. Frequently 

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S90-5.pdf
http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/catalog/rec-12234.12506.html
http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html
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Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic year calendars document on the Academic Calendars 

webpage at http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and 

penalties for dropping classes.  

 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/. 

Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material 

University Policy S12-7, http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-��SGI��UHTXLUHV�VWXGHQWV�WR�REWDLQ�LQVWUXFWRU¶V�

permission to record the course and the following items to be included in the syllabus: 

 

¶ ³&ommon courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording 

KLP�KHU��<RX�PXVW�REWDLQ�WKH�LQVWUXFWRU¶V�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�PDNH�DXGLR�RU�YLGHR�UHFRUGLQJV�LQ�WKLV�FODVV��

Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings 

are the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or 

GLVWULEXWH�WKH�PDWHULDO�´� 

o Students must request permission by email and shall not record until permission is granted. 

o In classes where active participation of students or guests may be on the recording, permission of 

those students or guests should be obtained as well.   

¶ ³&RXUVH�PDWHULDO�GHYHORSHG�E\�WKH�LQVWUXFWRU�LV�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�SURSHUW\�RI�WKH�LQVWUXFWRU�DQd cannot be 

shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated 

material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor 

FRQVHQW�´ 

 

Academic integrity 

Your commitment, as a student, to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The 

University Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf requires you to be 

honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of 

Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available 

at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/.  

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special 

arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, 

or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with disabilities 

requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/aec to establish a record of their disability. 

Accommodation to Students' Religious Holidays  

San José State University shall provide accommodation on any graded class work or activities for students 

wishing to observe religious holidays when such observances require students to be absent from class. It is the 

responsibility of the student to inform the instructor, in writing, about such holidays before the add deadline at 

the start of each semester. If such holidays occur before the add deadline, the student must notify the instructor, 

in writing, at least three days before the date that he/she will be absent. It is the responsibility of the instructor to 

make every reasonable effort to honor the student request without penalty, and of the student to make up the 

work missed.  See University Policy S14-7 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf. 

http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/
http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/aec
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf
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Student Technology Resources  

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center at http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/ 

located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students Lab on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. 

Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the 

Martin Luther King Library. A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from 

Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; 

video, slide and overhead projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless microphones, 

projection screens and monitors. 

SJSU Peer Connections  

Peer Connections, a campus-wide resource for mentoring and tutoring, strives to inspire students to develop 

their potential as independent learners while they learn to successfully navigate through their university 

experience.  You are encouraged to take advantage of their services which include course-content based tutoring, 

enhanced study and time management skills, more effective critical thinking strategies, decision making and 

problem-solving abilities, and campus resource referrals.   

 

In addition to offering small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring for a number of undergraduate courses, 

consultation with mentors is available on a drop-in or by appointment basis.   Workshops are offered on a wide 

variety of topics including preparing for the Writing Skills Test (WST), improving your learning and memory, 

alleviating procrastination, surviving your first semester at SJSU, and other related topics.  A computer lab and 

study space are also available for student use in Room 600 of Student Services Center (SSC).  

 

Peer Connections is located in three locations: SSC, Room 600 (10th Street Garage on the corner of 10th and 

San Fernando Street), at the 1st floor entrance of Clark Hall, and in the Living Learning Center (LLC) in 

Campus Village Housing Building B.  Visit Peer Connections website at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for 

more information. 

SJSU Writing Center  

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone through a 

rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to 

become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center also offers workshops 

http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/
http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu/
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
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SJSU Counseling Services  

The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in Room 201, 

Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to provide 

consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an 

individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling 

Services website at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling. 

 

CASA Student Success Center 

The Student Success Center in the College of Applied Sciences and Arts (CASA) provides advising for 

undergraduate students majoring or wanting to major in programs offered in CASA Departments and Schools. 

 

All CASA students and students who would like to be in CASA are invited to stop by the Center for general 

education advising, help with changing majors, academic policy related questions, meeting with peer advisors, 

and/or attending various regularly scheduled presentations and workshops. Looking for academic advice or 

maybe just some tips about how to navigate your way around SJSU? Check out the CASA Student Success 

&HQWHU��,W¶V�DOVR�D�JUHDW�SODFH�WR�VWXG\��DQG�\RX�FDQ�FKHFN�RXW�ODSWRSV� 

 

Location: MacQuarrie Hall (MH) 533 - top floor of MacQuarrie Hall. Contact information: 408.924.2910. 

Website: http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/. 

 

Public Health and Safety Guidelines  

We will discuss this for in person classes and also in virtual classes so that it reinforces the mandates that we 

have on campus and throughout the county and state. Masks are required regardless of vaccine status and there 

is an official vaccine mandate by Sept 30th for students who are accessing campus.  

http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
tel:408.924.2910
http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

10 10/18 & 

10/20 
Agenda/Topics: Return and discuss RPO; review and open discussion about 

RPRDs; discussion of in-class debate  

Homework/Assignments: Download Peer Review Assignment handout; 

complete RPRD and be ready to exchange RPRDs with fellow classmate for the 

Peer Review assignment.  Continue to 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

Last 

Class 

12/6 
Agenda/Topic: Paper Presentations  
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