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San José State University 
Department of Justice Studies 

JS 104 Penal Politics and Institutions, Section 80, Fall 2021 

 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Dina M. Kameda, M.S., M.A. 

Office Location: MacQuarrie Hall 508 

Telephone: (408) 832-9939 (cell phone – emergency only) 

Email: dina.kameda@sjsu.edu  (preferred/best method of contact) 

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM or by 
appointment via Zoom (see Canvas course page) 

Class Days/Time: Online, asynchronous 

Classroom: Online, see Canvas course page 

Prerequisites: Upper division standing 
Microsoft  Word, the software (both PC and 

Mac) is available free to students: http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/microsoft-students/index.html

  

Canvas Course Page, E-mail, and Canvas Announcements 
Copies of course materials will be posted on Canvas. You are responsible for regularly checking your e-mail 
and Canvas (multiple times per week is recommended) regarding announcements, reminders, and any additional 
course materials. The majority of course materials will be posted in Adobe PDF format (not including the 
required books); if you choose to download them, you will need Adobe Reader to view the documents. There is 
no cost to download Adobe Reader (http://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/). Some course materials may 
need to be accessed via the internet (i.e., web sites). 

Course Description  
Interdisciplinary examination of issues of race, class, gender, ethnicity, economy, and culture as it relates to 
punishment, the penal process, and social control. 
 
 
 



Penal Politics and Institutions, JS104-80, Fall, 2021            





Penal Politics and Institutions, JS104-80, Fall, 2021            Page 4 of 8  

 

Grading Policy and Late Submissions 

Written assignments will primarily be graded on content; however, poor writing mechanics and APA formatting 
will result in a moderate point deduction. Assistance with APA can be found at: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  
In order to demonstrate comprehension of the course material, one must be able to write in a clear and effective 
manner. Always carefully proofread your assignments before submitting them. Late submissions will not be 
accepted unless a valid, documented, and verifiable reason is provided. 
 
A grade of “C” (i.e., at least 73%) is required to pass this course. 
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JS104 Penal Politics and Institutions, Section 80, Fall 2021 
The following course schedule is subject to change; advance notice of any changes will be provided via an 
announcement on Canvas as early as possible.  

Table 1 Course Schedule 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 
08/19/21 
through 
08/20/21 

Access and complete requirements for the Welcome to the Course: Start Here! module 
by 11:59 PM, Friday, 08/20/21 (Required for access to the Ch. 1 Module) 

2 
08/23/21 
through 
08/27/21 

View: Weekly overview video (posted via announcement) 
View: Ch. 1 video lecture  
Review Ch. 1 PowerPoint (optional) 

Ch. 1 Module Reading: The Politics of Crime and the Policy Making Process 

Register for a VoiceThread Account (see Ch. 1 Module on Canvas) 

3 
08/30/21 
through 
08/31/21 

View: Weekly overview video (posted via announcement) 
View: Ch. 2 video lecture 
Review Ch. 2 PowerPoint (optional) 

Ch. 2 Module Reading: The Influence of Research and Evidence-Based Practices on 
Criminal Justice Policy 

3 
09/01/21 
through 
09/03/21 

VoiceThread #1 (Ch. 1 and Ch. 2): Post your initial responses to the chapter prompts 
(i.e., one response post for Ch. 1, and one response post for Ch. 2) by 11:59 PM, 09/01/21 
VoiceThread #1 (Ch. 1 and Ch. 2): Post a reply to two of your peer’s posts for each 
chapter (i.e., total of four replies, two for each Ch. 1 and two for Ch. 2) by 11:59 PM, 
09/03/21 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

6 
09/20/21 
through 
09/24/21 

View: Weekly 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

11 
10/27/21 
through 
10/29/21 

VoiceThread #5 (Ch. 12 and Ch. 13): Post your initial responses to the chapter prompts 
(i.e., one response post for Ch. 12, and one response post for Ch. 13) by 11:59 PM, 
10/27/21 
VoiceThread #5 (Ch. 12 and Ch. 13): Post a reply to two of your peer’s posts 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

17 12/06/21 Comprehensive Essay Exam: Complete by 11:59 PM, 12/06/21 

17 12/10/21 Final Project: ATI Analysis Paper due 7:45 PM – 10:00 PM, upload to Canvas 
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