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&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�RXWVLGH�RI�FODVV��� Check your university email account at least once daily for messages related
to the course.  I encourage regular communication with me over email and in office hours to clarify and enrich
your understanding of the course material. To ensure confidentiality, I am required to communicate with
you using only your university account.

University Policies

Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic
integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus
Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/”

JS 114 Sec 03/ Research Methods / Fall 2021 Course Schedule

* The schedule is subject to change with fair notice by the Announcements section on the website and emails to
your University account.

Week Date Topics, Materials, and Homework Assignments, and In
Class Assignments
*View materials in the order they appear

Discussion Questions & Key Terms for
lecture

1 Aug 19 This is going to be a fun semester!

2 Aug 24
&
Aug 26

Tues: The Scientific Method and the Research Process
in Justice Studies

Reading: Textbook Chapter 1

Thurs: Values and Limits of Practicing Research

Video: North Sentinel Island: Home to the World's
Most Isolated People (15 mins)
Video: Body of American Killed by Tribe Should be Left
on Island, Advocates Say (3 mins)
Reading: Protecting Isolated Tribes
Reading: A Season of Regret for an Aging Tribal Expert in
India
Video: The Stanford Prison Experiment (29 mins)
Video: Milgram’s Obedience to Authority (6 mins)
and/or this one (7 mins)
Video: Henrietta Lacks, the Tuskegee Experiment, and
Ethical Data Collection (11 mins)

Discussion Post: Self-reflection

What are different ways of gathering
knowledge?  What is distinct about the
knowledge gained from the scientific
method?

What value is there (or absent) in
conducting research?
Human Subjects, IRB, Positivism,
Empiricism

What is your objective?
Inductive/Deductive
Descriptive/Experimental
Hypothesis testing
Exploratory/explanatory

3 Aug 31
&

Tues: Formulating Research Questions & Framing
Research Proposals

What makes a strong research question?
Falsifiability, Feasibility, Specificity,
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http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1PvaUfgzac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1PvaUfgzac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SctXFsZ3Az4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SctXFsZ3Az4
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/348/6239/1061
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/05/world/asia/anthropologist-india-andaman-island-tribes.html?searchResultPosition=6
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/05/world/asia/anthropologist-india-andaman-island-tribes.html?searchResultPosition=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4txhN13y6A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBDkJ-Nc3Ig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJFzqfLMBIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzNANZnoiRs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzNANZnoiRs


Sept 2
Reading: Textbook Chapter 2
Optional Reading: I need help choosing a topic
Optional Reading: I need to turn my topic into a
research question (watch the video on concept
mapping)
Video: How to Develop a STRONG Research Question (4
mins)
Video: Tutorial: How to Read a Scientific Article (5 mins)
Video: How to Read a Scholarly Journal Article (5 mins)

Thur: Criminological Theory and the Scientific Method

Reading: Criminological Theory & Corrections

Discussion Post: Criminological Theory
In-Class Assignment: Formulating Research Questions

Relevance

How can(‘t) and does(n’t) social scientific
research influence the
practice/professions of law, policing,
forensics, corrections, and social work?

What is a social theory and what is its
relationship to research?
Induction/Deduction
Correlation/Causation
Criminology
Penology

4 Sept 7
&
Sept 9

Tues: Legal Realism, Sociological Jurisprudence, & the
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https://library.sjsu.edu/start-your-research/i-need-help-choosing-topic
https://library.sjsu.edu/start-your-research/i-need-turn-my-topic-research-question
https://library.sjsu.edu/start-your-research/i-need-turn-my-topic-research-question
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71-GucBaM8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2K6mJkSWoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEVftUdfKtQ
https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/80_3_2_0.pdf
http://www.minnesotalegalhistoryproject.org/assets/Pound-soc.%20juris.%20(1907).pdf
https://www.gvsd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3264&dataid=29267&FileName=Posner.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=So48qIHDLVY
https://www.nationalaffairs.com/storage/app/uploads/public/58e/1a4/ba7/58e1a4ba7354b822028275.pdf
https://www.nationalaffairs.com/storage/app/uploads/public/58e/1a4/ba7/58e1a4ba7354b822028275.pdf


Sept
16

In-Class Assignment: Find Five Sources (part 1)

Thur: Writing a Literature Review Part 2: Summarizing
the Literature

Reading: Textbook Chapter 3 page 172 (start at “Writing
the Literature Review”) to end
Due: Completed Find Five Sources (part 1)
In-Class Assignment: Outline a literature review (part 2)

6 Sept
21
&
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-XtVF7Bofg&list=RDCMUCrDcofIg9AJ3Ky3BGuMnqqw&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-XtVF7Bofg&list=RDCMUCrDcofIg9AJ3Ky3BGuMnqqw&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwRIhMstINg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwRIhMstINg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNo-M1ldPZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNo-M1ldPZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Dd8P6IYzdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Dd8P6IYzdE





