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Instructor: John Halushka, Ph.D. 

Email: john.halushka@sjsu.edu  

Office Hours: Online: Mon, Tues, Wed 1:00pm-3:00pm or by Appointment via Zoom 
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/92737538715  
 

Class Days/Time: Monday and Wednesday 12:00pm-1:15pm 

Classroom: Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/89878099041?pwd=OGhsRysrcGhtdkpVK2l6WVhxR
1p4UT09  
    D"''E&.7F$G'889 
Or iPhone one-tap : 
    US: +13017158592,,89878099041#  or +13126266799,,89878099041#  
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location)： 
        US: +1 301 715 8592  or +1 312 626 6799  or +1 646 876 9923  or +1 
253 215 8782  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 669 900 6833  
    Meeting ID: 898 7809 9041 
    International numbers available: https://sjsu.zoom.us/u/kb0KgajI1v  
 

Prerequisites: Upper division standing; Co/prerequisite any 100W 
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Introduction to qualitative research methods used in Justice Studies. Includes relationship of empirical evidence 
to theory, ethics in conducting empirical research, methodological design, interviewing techniques, field 
methods, participant observation, and content analysis.  
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The mode of instruction for this course is synchronous online. This means that we will meet at the scheduled 
class time (Mon/Wed 12:00pm-1:15pm) in an online classroom via Zoom.  
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Students are required to have an electronic device (laptop, desktop or tablet) with a camera and built-in 
microphone. SJSU has a free equipment loan program available for students 
(https://www.sjsu.edu/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php). Students are responsible for ensuring that they 
have access to reliable Wi-Fi during class. If students are unable to have reliable Wi-Fi, they must inform the 
instructor, as soon as possible to determine an alternative. See Learn Anywhere website for current Wi-Fi 
options on campus.  
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All written assignments will be submitted via Canvas, and must be in Microsoft Word (*.doc or *.docx). If you 
do not currently own Microsoft 
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regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU on Spartan App Portal http://one.sjsu.edu (or 
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The final project for this course will be a qualitative research proposal. Students will choose a topic, devise a 
research question, review the literature, and design a data collection and analysis plan. Throughout the semester, 
students will complete a series of assignment that will culminate in a final proposal.  
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In this assignment students will discuss the research topic and question they will address in their final project 
and provide an outline of the components of the proposed research study. A detailed handout will be made 
available in a timely manner. [CLO3]  
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Students will be required to write a literature review about their proposed research topic. The literature review 
should include a minimum of eight scholarly journal articles or books addressing theoretical and empirical 
research on the topic. At detailed handout will be made available in a timely manner [CLO2] 
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This assignment will require you to describe a data collection plan for your proposed project. You will discuss 
your proposed research methods and sample. This discussion should explain why you chose your particular 
research method to answer your research question and why other qualitative methods would not be appropriate 
for answering your question. You must also include data collection instruments, such as interview protocols, 
observation plans, or a coding form that must be submitted in “ready to use” form. A detailed handout will be 
made available in a timely manner. [CLO3]  
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This assignment will outline a data analysis plan and discuss any ethical issues involved in your research 
proposal
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*The instructor reserves the right to alter this schedule at any time during the semester. Logging into Canvas 
multiple times a week will ensure that you are abreast of any changes that are made.  
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