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  San José State University 

College of Social Sciences / Department of Justice Studies 
JS 128-01, Punishment, Culture, and Society, Fall 2021 

Course and Contact Information 
Instructor: Natalie Birthelmer 

Office Location: HB 125 (office hours will take place on Zoom due to Covid space regulations) 

Telephone: (408) 924-2753 x42753 – email is the best way to reach me! 

Email: natalie.birthelmer@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: T 9:30-11:30AM online – email me for a Zoom invite please! 

Class Days/Time: M/W 10:45AM-12:00PM 

Classroom: MHQ 523 

Prerequisites: Upper Division Standing 

Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging 
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on Canvas 
Leaning Management System course login website at http://sjsu.instructure.com. You are responsible for 
regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU on Spartan App Portal http://one.sjsu.edu.edu 
to learn of any updates.  

Course Description  
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Required Texts 
Cullen, F.T., Jonson, C.L., & Stohr, M.K. (2013). The American Prison: Imagining a Different Future 
 (1st Ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. (ISBN: 9781452241364) 
 
Bosworth, M.F. (2009). Explaining U.S. Imprisonment. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. (ISBN: 
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Research Paper (CLO3) 

In teams of two (2) you will choose a topic related to punishment as a reflection of culture and society. You will 
write a research paper on this topic together (you can choose to split up the tasks or pages, but your paper has to 
be cohesive, which means you have to read, critique, and FIX each other’s portions of the paper).  
A handout detailing the expectations, content, formatting, and submission requirements will be provided on 
Canvas. 
Students must reference any sources in APA-style formatting. Students should refer to an APA style guide or 
the Online Writing Lab (OWL) from Purdue University at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/ if 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/
https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/support/


http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
https://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/
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o 1.2.2 Representing another’s artistic/scholarly works such as musical compositions, computer 
programs, photographs, paintings, drawing, sculptures, or similar works as one's own. 

• Sanctions: There shall be two major classifications of sanctions that may be imposed for violations of 
this policy: Academic and Administrative. Academic sanctions are actions related to the coursework or 
grades determined by the faculty member. Administrative sanctions are actions that address a student's 
status on campus and are determined by the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development. 
Academic sanctions and Administrative sanctions may be imposed simultaneously. 

To ensure compliance with academic integrity policies, all work in this class must be turned in through 
Turnitin.com, a plagiarism detection service with which San José State University contracts. Students are 
responsible for ensuring their work is accepted and evaluated by Turnitin.com. Inability to do so will lead to an 
incomplete grade for affected assignments. In case plagiarism is detected once, the plagiarized assignment will 
receive a failing grade. If plagiarism is detected multiple times, students will receive a failing grade for the 
course. 
 
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special 
arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please inform me immediately by emailing me or by 
making an appointment with me as soon as possible. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with 
disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) to establish a 
record of their disability. 

Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material 

University Policy S12-7, http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf, requires st
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JS 128-01 / Punishment, Culture, and Society, Fall 2021, M/W 10:45-12:00PM 
The following schedule is subject to change; advance notice of any changes will be posted as early as possible on Canvas. 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

 
10 

M – 10/18 Peer Review Submissions due  
Cullen: Chapter 4. The Virtuous Prison  
 

W – 10/20 Peer Review Feedback du15136 
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