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                Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Joseph S. Di Salvo 

Office Location: Health 125 

Telephone: (408) 506-0744 

Email: 
Joseph.disalvo@sjsu.edu ,Trusteedisalvo@gmail, Joseph_disalvo@sccoe.org 

  

Office Hours: 
Tuesdays or Thursdays before/after class or by appointment (See instructor’s 
note) 

Class Days/Time: Tuesday and Thursday, 2:15-3:45 

Classroom: In-Person 

Prerequisites: Completion of, or co-requisite of 100W 

https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1429878/assignments/syllabus
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1429878/assignments/syllabus
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1429878/assignments/syllabus
mailto:Joseph.disalvo@sjsu.edu
mailto:Joseph_disalvo@sccoe.org


    

Course Description 

History of legal issues and individual and institutional discrimination of women, 

ethnic/cultural and religious minorities, gays, lesbians, transgender and the disabled in 

education, employment, criminal justice and the family. Solutions sets for structured 

inequality in the U.S. will be presented (by authors, readings, expert speakers, professor and 

students) and discussed. 

Class, Race, Gender and Crime in the U.S. will be the focus of virtual class presentations, 

discussions, video montages and EXPERT presenters. American inequality significantly 

affects the quality of life for most of us.  This instructor’s passion during his career has been 
the quality of public education from birth to college/career.  Due to his credentials and the 
elected public office he holds as a Trustee of the Santa Clara County Board of Education, 
education’s role as the “great equalizer” will be an integrated focus of this semester class. In 

addition, race, class and gender in the criminal justice system will be analyzed from a variety 

of perspectives. 

GE Area: S Prerequisites: Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENGL/LLD 100A with 

a C or better (C- not accepted), completion of Core General Education and upper division 

standing are prerequisites to all SJSU studies courses. Completion of, or co-registration in, 

100W is strongly recommended. 

Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy  

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the 

Department promotes academic, critical, and creative engagement with language throughout 



A university degree is a significant accomplishment and requires a high level of commitment, 

time management, organization, and initiative. It is in your best interest to attend this class 

regularly and on-time. Attendance and class participation will make up an important portion 

of your grade due to required papers, Canvas responses, presentations, and exams.  Your 

regular attendance will be transparent in your answers, arguments, and personal 

reflections. This instructor will make himself available to answer any questions, concerns or 

obstacles to your success in this class at anytime. Do not hesitate to contact him and schedule 

time for an appointment, if the need arises. 

This course will be using the +/- system on final grades based on the following percentages:  

A 94-100 A- 90-93 B+ 87-89 B 84-86 B- 80-83 C+ 77-79 C- 70-73 D+ 67-69 D 64-66 D- 60-63 

F 0-59 

University Policies 

Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such 

as academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and 

Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page (Links to

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Student%20Conduct%20Code%202013.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/


¶         PLEASE NOTE: 

http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu/
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/


http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/


5.    Group Assignments- 2-3 per group assignment (presenting alone on a 



35%    350 points-Class Active Participation (Speaker Reflections, Random Assignment at 

beginning of class, Roundtable Reflections, Interaction with  speakers and student 

presentations.  All submissions on Canvas. 

20%    200 pts-Midterm- In Class- Submit on Canvas 

20%    200 pts- Final Exam- In Class-Submit on Canvas 

Required Readings.  The following are required reading: 
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https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1374156/assignments/syllabus
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1374156/assignments/syllabus




Week Date 
Topics, Readings, Assignments, 
Deadlines 

  

Week 3 

August 31 

Sept. 2 

  

View- NY Times Video Observations 
from Conversation on Race- Random 
responses (equity)- 

  

Group Work- Presentations Explained. 
Topics presented. Choices made. Rubric 
discussed. 

  

Read- Between The World And Me 

Pgs 1-71 

  

Week 4 

Sept. 7 and 

Sept. 9 

Homework-Death Penalty and 
Wrongful Convictions 

Begin to Read  Just Mercy (now a 

movie) by Bryan Stevenson- 

  

www.innocenceproject.org- (Links to 

an external site.) (Links to an external 
site.) review website 

  

http://www.innocenceproject.org-/
http://www.innocenceproject.org-/
http://www.innocenceproject.org-/


Week Date 
Topics, Readings, Assignments, 
Deadlines 

  

Week 5 

Sept. 14 and  

Sept. 16 

Current Issues (3)- Cite Source- 
Class, Race, Gender, Education, 
Crime 

  

Read-  Just Mercy pgs. 3-91    

Northern CA Innocence Project- 
Read Website Cases and Discuss 

  

Presiding Judge Kathryn 
Lucero’s Justice Involved Students in 
SCC  Presentation to County Board 
of Education- 2019 

      

  

Week #6 

  

Sept. 21 

and  

Sept. 23 

Current Issues 

Expert Speaker #3-Leon 
Beauchman- President of the 
Alliance of Black Educators of Silicon 
Valley  AT&T, MFCC, Black 
Educators Association, Former 
Scholar Athlete in Basketball in 1969 
at SJSU, Grew up in Mississippi 

  

  

Watch: The Mask You Live In –Part 1 

Roundtable DISCUSSION #1 on 



Week Date 
Topics, Readings, Assignments, 
Deadlines 

  

Week 7 

Sept. 28 and 

Sept. 30 

Homework- Research the term 
Hypermasculinity from a 360-degree 
perspective. 

Expert Speaker #2- Aaron Aquas-
Rao-Intake Attorney with NCIP- 
Always requested to return for 
encore- 

 



http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwj3ve-k0trOAhUBHGMKHcmiCxEQFggeMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fwgbh%2Ffrontline%2Ffilm%2Fpoor-kids%2F&usg=AFQjCNFJsYYq92fjQNWnksfrcsJoqlrCPA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwj3ve-k0trOAhUBHGMKHcmiCxEQFggeMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fwgbh%2Ffrontline%2Ffilm%2Fpoor-kids%2F&usg=AFQjCNFJsYYq92fjQNWnksfrcsJoqlrCPA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwj3ve-k0trOAhUBHGMKHcmiCxEQFggeMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fwgbh%2Ffrontline%2Ffilm%2Fpoor-kids%2F&usg=AFQjCNFJsYYq92fjQNWnksfrcsJoqlrCPA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwj3ve-k0trOAhUBHGMKHcmiCxEQFggeMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fwgbh%2Ffrontline%2Ffilm%2Fpoor-kids%2F&usg=AFQjCNFJsYYq92fjQNWnksfrcsJoqlrCPA
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/


Week Date 
Topics, Readings, Assignments, 
Deadlines 

  

Week 10 

Oct. 19 

and  

Oct. 21 

Current Issues 

  

Roundtable DISCUSSION #2 

Expert Speaker #5,Executive Director 
of Latinas Contra Cancer Darcie 
Green and former Trustee on Alum 
Rock and SCCOE School 
Boards.  An activist and community 
organizer and one of the young 
women leaders to watch a few years 
ago. Her talk will be about the 
intersection of race and health in 
America and Silicon Valley. 10/19 

  

  

Week 11 

Oct. 26 

and 

Oct. 28 

RExpert Speaker #6- Darrell Cortez, 
Founder of Shop With a Cop 
Foundation-  Retired SJPD, Graduate 
SJSU Administration of Justice 
Department-  Everyone knows 
Darrell...October 26 



Week Date 
Topics, Readings, Assignments, 
Deadlines 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Current Issues 

Read: Begin Becoming by Michelle 
Obama or Choice of  

Read Begin- Biased by Jennifer L. 
Eberhardt, PhD. Uncovering the 
Hidden Prejudice That Shapes What 
We See, Think, and Do-Brian 
Stevenson says "Groundbreaking"   



Week Date 
Topics, Readings, Assignments, 
Deadlines 

  

Week 12 

  

Nov. 2                

  

  

and 

Nov. 4 

  

--------------------------Week 13 

November 9 

No Class -November 11-
Veterans Day 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Expert Speaker #7. Alexandria 
LeeNatali-Founder, Perseverance 
Prep in San Jose,  Education Justice 
and Reform. November 2  





Week Date 
Topics, Readings, Assignments, 
Deadlines 

  

Week 16 

  

Nov. 23 

Current Issues 

  

Homelessness Race, Gender and 
Inequality- Professor Di Salvo etc. 

  
Week 17 

December 2 

“Rethinking United States 
Immigration Policy, Diversity, and the 
Politics of Exclusion” (pp. 253-
277) Notes from a Nation of Nations 
by Di Salvo 

  

Roundtable  DISCUSSION #5 

  



Week Date 
Topics, Readings, Assignments, 
Deadlines 

     

Final 
Exam 

Friday, December 10 

12:15-2:30 
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