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San José State University 

Department of Justice Studies 

JS136, Family and Community Violence, Section 82, Fall, 2021 

Course and Contact Information 

 

Instructor(s): Maureen Lowell, MA, LMFT 

Office Location: Online only 

Telephone: (408) 246-1300 

Email: Maureen.lowell@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: Every week on Thursday, 09:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

Aug 19, 2021 through Dec 2, 2021, Online, via Zoom:  

https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/89341275541?pwd=c3RLVnpTcDg4dXphZ28vUFJtU

XFQUT09  

Password: JS.Lowell  

OR by appointment at a mutually agreeable time 

  

Class Days/Time: Online, Asynchronous (no time pattern) 

https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/89341275541?pwd=c3RLVnpTcDg4dXphZ28vUFJtUXFQUT09
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/89341275541?pwd=c3RLVnpTcDg4dXphZ28vUFJtUXFQUT09
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1435706
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A key objective of this course is to help students begin to recognize attitudes and beliefs that hinder social 

action and perpetuate violence. Ultimately, this course seeks to foster exploration of how individuals and groups 

can work collectively to recognize and respond more effectively to violence in diverse communities. 

Course Format  

This course is delivered as an asynchronous, fully online course. That is, all instruction takes place online, with 

no physical or virtual in-person or on-campus meetings. There is no weekly time-pattern for class meetings.  

Technology Requirements: Asynchronous Online Course  

Students will need a computer and reliable internet access with sufficient bandwidth to stream YouTube videos 

and take online exams. SJSU has a free equipment loan program available for students if access to an electronic 

device is a problem (See https://www.sjsu.edu/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php for details).  

Students should not rely on public hotspots, such as internet cafés or coffee shops for delivery of this course, 

especially for taking online exams and quizzes. These public locations often do not have adequate bandwidth, 

resulting in loss of connection. If students have weak internet access at home, arrangements should be made to 

be on campus to take exams.  See Learn Anywhere website 

(https://www.sjsu.edu/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php) for current Wi-Fi options on campus. Access to 

reliable internet is the responsibility of the student. 

Students will also need working speakers; this may require a headset. Difficulties hearing lectures have been 

resolved by the student changing computers or headsets. Headphones that come with smartphones are often, but 

not always, sufficient. 

This course is delivered via Canvas Ê, SJSUôs learning management system and technologies associated with 

Canvas. Course delivery includes lectures, learning activities, and assignment submissions.  

All written assignments will be submitted via Canvas, and must be in Microsoft Word (*.doc or *.docx). If you 

do not currently own Microsoft Word, the software (both PC and Mac) is available for free to students: 

http://www.sjsu.edu/it/services/collaboration/software/instructions.php.  Failure to submit assignments in proper 

format may result in late point deductions being applied. Be sure to SAVEAS .doc of .docx before final 

submission. Assignments sent as email attachments are not counted as submitted. 

Canvas uses Turnitin.com for originality reports. All student assignments are run through this system to ensure 

originality of work. To ensure processing, students are required to submit assignments as Word documents 

(.docx). Other formats are not able to be consistently and reliably processed by Turnitin.com, an integrated 

component of Canvas. Students using Google docs or Pages will need to save documents in the .docx format. 

Failure to comply with this formatting requirement could result is late point deductions or a zero. 

Students are not allowed to record without instructor permission  

All course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and is to be used for 

private, study purposes only, and cannot be shared publicly or uploaded without the instructorôs approval (see 

University policy S12-7). 

 

Students are prohibited from recording class activities (including class lectures, office hours, advising sessions, 

etc.), distributing class recordings, or posting class recordings. Materials created by the instructor for the course 

(syllabi, lectures and lecture notes, presentations, etc.) are copyrighted by the instructor. This university policy 

(S12-7) is in place to protect the privacy of students in the course, as well as to maintain academic integrity 

through reducing the instances of cheating. Students who record, distribute, or post these materials will be 

referred to the Student Conduct and Ethical Development office. Unauthorized recording may violate university 

/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
http://www.sjsu.edu/it/services/collaboration/software/instructions.php


file:///C:/Users/000008282/Downloads/our%20course%20site
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1418558
/ecampus/teaching-tools/canvas/student_resources/
http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/canvas/student_resources
http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/canvas/student_resources
http://www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies/
http://www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies/
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GE Learning Outcomes (GELO)  

Upon successful completion of this GE course, students will be able to:  

1. Describe how identities (i.e. religious, gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual orientation, disability, and/or 

age) are shaped by cultural and societal influences within contexts of equality and inequality; aligned 

with course learning outcomes 1 and 3.  

 Aligned with activity/assignment/experience: ILA1.Essay, ILA.5.Essay, and questions on the unit 

quizzes and the final exam.  Additionally, this outcome will be assessed through the research paper. 

2. 



/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
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Library Liaison  

For help with library resources and library research, students are strongly encouraged to contact the Justice 

Studies. Our Library Liaison is Nyle Craig Monday, MLK Librarian. He can be reached at (408) 808-2041 or at 

Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu 

 

Department librarians are a great resource for help with the library research that is required for your paper. I 

encourage you to use Nyle for your research questions and further develop your library research skills. 

Course Requirements and Assignments  

ñSuccess in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum 

of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 

preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical 

practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.ò 

(University Policy S16-9; Course Syllabi can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf) 

 

As noted previously, this is an asynchronous, online course. What this means is that students complete the class 

work, lectures, learning activities,

mailto:Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu
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the lecture videos. Activities include reflections, online discussions, and ï at times - collaborative learning 

projects. These are the activities that would normally happen during class time based on the lecture and reading 

for that week. These learning activities require reference to and application of the material from the reading and 

lectures.  

The goal of MLAs is to work with the material and to allow the material to connect with other knowledge and 

experience. It is not an assessment of proficiency; it is a learning activity intended to facilitate learning and 

integration of material. These are lower stake activities. The scoring rubrics reflect and emphasize the learning 

process, rather than accuracy. For instance, one point on MLAs is on-time submission. Another point is 

reference to and application of course material. It is not about being right; it is about working with the material 

to the best of your understanding at the time.  

 

Module Learning Activities are subject to change. Any changes would be based on how the class is collectively 

progressing toward mastery of learning outcomes. Changes would be made to facilitate the learning process.  

Module Learning Activities are noted in the course schedule and will be outlined in the weekly overview pages. 

MLA that deviate from the posted course schedule will be noted in the overview page as a change. 

 

Reflections (5 points each). Reflections are used to connect course material to prior learning and personal 

experience. This is how new ideas come to be learned and integrated into existing knowledge networks. 

Sometimes this involves personal reflectionce, o912 0 612 792 re
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The final will be online, requiring Respondus Lockdown Browser and may require remote proctor (requires a 

camera). This is an online, time-specific final examination based on the schedule for online classes. Please 

make arrangements to be at your computer with all exam features activated (eg. Respondus Lockdown Browser) 

5:15-7:30PM on Thursday, December 9, 2021, based on the University exam schedule. The exam will close 

promptly at 7:30PM, unless accommodations allow for extended time. If this conflicts with another course, 

provide evidence of the conflict at least two weeks prior to the schedule(o be)u4 12 Tfeviewed-11(y)20(our )-6(c)4(omputc6(c)4(2UT
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A plus  96 to 100 percent  

A  93 to 95 percent  

A minus  90 to 92 percent  





Family and Community Violence, JS136-82 Fall 2021   Page 13 of 21  
Template reviewed and approved in December, 2020 

Communication 

If you feel confused about course material, please do not hesitate to reach out. Weekly discussions are provided 

for questions. I am also available to schedule phone or Zoom meetings with students to clarify material and to 

support student success. To schedule a meeting, it is best to send an email, preferably through Canvas. 

I will be starting a new segment called ñFeedback Fridaysò where I will post a recording that highlights how the 

class is doing as a whole based on performance on learning activities and quizzes. I hope this feedback 

/counseling/
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
/access/
/access/
/access/
mailto:socsci-success@sjsu.edu
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK190004/#sec_0047


Family and Community Violence, JS136-82 Fall 2021   Page 15 of 21  
Template reviewed and approved in December, 2020 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  

3 8.30.2021 Module 3: Ecology of Violence, Prevention, & Intervention  

3 Required 

Reading 

Mikton, Christopher R, Butchart, Alexander, Dahlberg, Linda L, & Krug, Etienne G. 

(2016). Global Status Report on Violence Prevention 2014. American Journal of 

Preventive Medicine, 50(5), 652-659. 

 

World Health Organization/London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 

(2010). Preventing intimate partner and sexual violence against women: Taking 

action and generating evidence. Geneva, World Health Organization, pp. 95. 

Read pages 1-10 (Introduction to the Public Health Model) 

See full 2014 report in the Reference and Resource section of Module One: 

Getting Started. 

 

WHO (2009) Violence Prevention ï the Evidence: Changing cultural and social 

norms that support violence. 

https://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/norms.pdf 

 Activities, 

Assignments, 

Assessments: 

MLA2: ñIôm Fromò Poem (Applied ecological model). See prompt in the module 

overview. (CLO2) 

RP: Research Paper Assignment introduced; sign up for topic areas. See module 

overview for details. 

RP: Begin library research 

4 9.7.2021 

Labor Day 

Module 4: Exploring Violence & Nonviolence/Risk and Protective Factors 

4 Required 

Reading 
Lee, B. (2017). Causes and cures XIV: Nonviolence approaches. Aggression and 

Violent Behavior, 35, 97-102. 

Lilleston, P.S., Verma, R.K., & McCleary-Sills, J. (2017) Understanding social 

norms and violence in childhood: theoretical underpinnings and strategies for 

intervention. Psychology, Health & Medicine, Volume 22 (1). pgs. 122-134. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13548506.2016.1271954 

Begin Kemp (2017) Textbook: Chapter 2: Child Physical Abuse 

 Activities, 

Assignments, 

Assessments: 

MLA3: Reflection on Risk & Protective Factors ï Reread your poem from last 

week and look for risk or protective factors for violence in your ecology. How have 

factors in your environment influenced your development? Do you see some of the 

risk or protective factors for violence in your ecology? What does this tell you about 

risk and protective factors? (CLO 2) 

ILA.1.Essay: Explain violence to a friend or family member who believes that 

violence is only assault and/or only includes situations where someone was really 

hurt? Write a two page essay that explains violence beyond hitting and why we need 

to be more conscious of the full extent of violence in our families and communities. 

Apply and cite course material in the development of your thesis. (CLO1) 

5 9.13.2021 Module 5: Overview of Child Maltreatment and Abuse 

Also covered: Physical Abuse, Neglect, and Psychological Maltreatment 

https://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/norms.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/13548506.2016.1271954
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  

 Activities, 

Assignments, 

Assessments: 

ILA.3.Essay: Discuss the consequences and effects of child maltreatment, including 

the neurobiological and long term effects. Reference, apply, and cite course reading 

and lectures. See module overview for more information. (CLO3)
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  

12 11.1.2021 Module 12: Abuse in Elder Adults and Sexual Minorities  

12 Required 

Reading 

Kemp (2017) Textbook: 

Chapter 11: Abuse in the Relationships of Sexual Minorities 

Chapter 12: Abuse of Elderly and the Disabled 

 
Activities, 

Assignments, 

Assessments: 

MLA.7. Reflection on abuse of the elderly (details provided in Canvas) 

Q3: Unit Three Quiz 

13 11.8.2021 Module 13: Community Violence 

Sexual Violence 

Hate Violence 

13 
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