San José State University

College of Social Sciences / Department of Justice Studies
JS 151-10, Punishment, Culture, and Society, Fall 2021

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Natalie Birthelmer

Office Location: HB 125 (office hours will take place on Zoom due to Covid space regulations)
Telephone: (408) 924-2753 x42753 — email is the best way to reach me!

Email: natalie.birthelmer@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: T 9:30-11:30AM online — email me for a Zoom invite please!

Class Days/Time: T/R 12:30PM-1:45PM

Classroom: McQuarrie Hall 520

Prerequisites: Upper Division Standing

Faculty Web Page and MY SJSU Messaging

Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on Canvas
Leaning Management System course login website at http://sjsu.instructure.com. You are responsible for
regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU on Spartan App Portal http://one.sjsu.edu.edu
to learn of any updates.

Course Description

Analysis of the nature and extent of crime, including causation and prevention. Descriptions of offenses,
criminal typologies and victim surveys. Evaluation of various control and prevention strategies.

Prerequisite: JS 10, JS 12, JS 25 or FS 11 Pre/Co-requisite: JS 100W

Note: Must achieve a grade of "C" or better to fulfill Justice Studies major requirements.

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Confidently discuss criminological theories, including history, limitations, and applications of theories.
(CLOY)

2. Apply criminological theories to real life situations. (CLO2)

3. Write papers evaluating and applying criminological theories. (CLO3)

4. Make critical assessments of and draw logical conclusions about readings on criminological theories. (CLOA4)
5. Students should read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level. (CLO5)
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Required Texts

Tibbets, S.G. & Hemmens, C. (2019). Criminological Theory: The Essentials, 3" Edition. SAGE Publications:
Thousand Oaks, CA.

Other Readings

Additional readings will be posted on Canvas Leaning Management System course login website at
http://sjsu.instructure.com.

Consider investing in an APA style guide, there are many different formats including a pocket size one, that are
very affordable (e.g. ISBN: 9781433805608)

Library Liaison
Nyle Monday, nyle.monday@sjsu.edu

Course Requirements and Assignments

1. Late work will not be accepted.

2. Assignment will be submitted to Canvas unless otherwise directed.

3. E-mailed assignments will not be accepted. Assignments will be submitted to Canvas unless otherwise
directed. If you have issues uploading to Canvas, it is your responsibility to contact the IT department
and resolve the issue. | will not accept technical issues as an excuse for late or missing assignments.

4. Assignments must include proper APA citation. Students must reference their journal articles in APA-
style formatting. Students should
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Students must reference any sources in APA-style formatting. Students should refer to an APA style guide or
the Online Writing Lab (OWL) from Purdue University at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/ if
unclear about APA guidelines.

Presentation (CLO1, CLO2, CLO4, CLO5)

Individually or in groups of up 3, you will sign up to present on a current issue in criminal justice by completing
a series of tasks, including: (1) discussing the issue (2), discussing 2
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Determination of Grades

Presentation 100 pts / 20%
Theory Papers 100 pts / 20%
Participation 100 pts / 20%
Midterm 100 pts / 20%
Final 100 pts / 20%
Total 500 pts / 100%

Classroom Protocol

Students are expected to:
1. Come to class prepared and participate
2. Complete all readings and assignments as scheduled on the syllabus
3. Check canvas and mysjsu regularly and be aware of any changes in the class schedule
4. Be respectful to their classmates in discussions and debates
5. Turn off their cell phones while class is in session

Late work will not be accepted. Assignments will be submitted to Canvas unless otherwise directed. E-mailed

assignments will not be accepted. If you have issues uploading to Canvas, it is your responsibility to contact the
IT department and resolve the issue. | will not accept technical issues as an excuse for late or missing
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To ensure compliance with academic integrity policies, all work in this class must be turned in through
Turnitin.com, a plagiarism detection service with which San José State University contracts. Students are
responsible for ensuring their work is accepted and evaluated by Turnitin.com. Inability to do so will lead to an
incomplete grade for affected assignments. In case plagiarism is detected once, the plagiarized assignment will
receive a failing grade. If plagiarism is detected multiple times, students will receive a failing grade for the
course.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special
arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please inform me immediately by emailing me or by
making
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
R -10/28 Canvas: Burgess-Proctor, A. (2012). Pathways of victimization and resistance: Toward a feminist
theory of battered women’s help-seeking.
T-11/2 Chapter 11: Life-course perspectives of criminality
12
R-11/4 Canvas: Pyrooz, D.C. & Decker, S.H. (2011) Motives and methods for leaving the gang:
Understanding the process of gang desistance.
T-11/9
13
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